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DICKENS'S

OLIVER TWIST :

A STUDY OF THE LOVING HEART.

What can be discerned from an
analysis of Oliver Twist is that there
relationship between

is an intricate

Dickens's social vision and his treat-
ment of children who he felt were
the worst victims of social injustice.
What is stressed and which lies at
the root of Dickens’s portrait of an
age is the corporate life of the in-
highlighted by
the age of materialism and an increa-
singly
values have since then become the

dividual which was

industrial society.  Corporate

hallmark of his novels which are
balanced between the good and the
bad. This fact is brought out by the
representation of two forms of evil ;
the workhouse and Fagin's world.
The contrast which is inherent in the

two images of evil bring out institu-

Mrs. A. Bhuyan, M. A, M. Phil.

0y

tionalised victimization of the child
through starvation and oppression in
the first, whereas in the second the
image of evil has its own resonant
vitality which serves to build in Oliver
a feeling of being secured which he
does not get through his experience

of the workhouse.

What makes ‘Oliver Twist’
rkable is the intensity with
which Dickens’s brought to light cer-
sordid
life.

this novel is the protest against the poor

rema-
savage
tain

aspects of the English

social The essential element in
and indifferent treatment meted out to
the paupers, especially to the children
and the filth and

misery of the London slums “which bred

of the workhouse,

human as well as animal vermin and
were the factories of manifold crime.”,

1. | vor Brown, DICKENS IN HIS TIME ( London, 1963 ) P. 14
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Oliver is an orphan and the society
is more to be blamed for his present
plight than any particular individual.
When the workhouse boy Oliver Twist,
made his famous request for more, le
was only pleading for a second bowl
of gruel, which, which is a light liquid
food mgde by boiling or oaimeal or an-
other farinaceous substance in water or
meal. It is made plain by Dickens that
the Board of Guardians presiding over
Oliver's workhouse were members of
the “plain-water school.” They did
not believe in spoiling the children
with milk.

Oliver leaves this world to enter
another dark world-the world of thie-
ves. When Dickens as a young
reporter visited the prison where the
young criminals were confined, he
was shocked to see the expressions

on their facecs :

Fourteen such villainous little
faces we never beheld. There was not

one redeeming feature among them not a

glance of lionesty—not a wink expressive

of anything but the gallows and the
hulks, in the whole collection. As to
anything like shame or contrition that

was entirely out of the question. 2

Dickens had these characters in
his mind when he drew the picture
of Fagin and his gang but Dickens
thought that society was more to be
blamed then the individuals them-
selves. However, Dickens wants to
show that the world of Fagin does
provide shelter to a class of people
who otherwise would have died of
poverty. Oliver Twist comes near o
death several times. In the workhouse
he suffers from starvation and his
condition is no betier in the Sower-
berry kitchen.

Oliver was faint with hunger and
fatigue after he had walked for miles
to London and it was at this parti-
cular time that the Artful Dodger
provides him a meal and takes him
to Fagin’s den. But this was not the
kind of freedom that Oliver desired.
Though Oliver has never known any

2. lbid,

P, 68
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other condition he finds his present
life intolerable. The idea of living a
respectable life was ingrained in his
mind :

The boy had no other friends to care for,
or to care for him. The regret no recent of
seperation was fresh in his mind; the absence
of no loved and well—rememberad face sank

heavily into his heart. But his heart was
heavy not withstanding. 3

But it i3 in Oliver's fate that he
should finally b2 rescuad oncz and
for all. It is not through his efforis

that the met amorphosis takes place.
Until he wakes up at Brownlow's
house he is a poor boy struggling against
the inhumanity of the world. It is
with the help of WNr. Brownlow and
the Maylies that Oliver's lost property
is restored to him and he is establi-
shed as a proper member of society.
Thus there are three different siages

through which Oliver has to passin
the course of the story—the world of
the workhouse, Fagin's world and lastly

the comfortable world of Mr. Brownlow
and Maylies. Through the use of con-
trast, Dickens exposes Oliver to diffe-
rent social enviornments and with the
help of the factors he is
assured of a place The

external
in society.

individual does not count so much as
an individual, as the change is broy-
ght by the pressures of society. Again
it is society in the form of Brownlow
and Maylies through which Oliver
gains a position in society, which is
a reflection of Dickens’s belief in an
organic social life.

Oliver Twist cannot be rightly asses-
sed as a social document.
the
Industrial

It does
of the
Revolution

not present merely life

poor after tha

like Hammond’'s Town Labourer or
Engels’s the Working
Class in England in 1844. The way
in which Oliver Twist differs from a
social histoiry is that it deals with
characters whose feelings we share.
Our feeling for Oliver is like our feeling
for any suffering child we come across

Condition of

on the street. The image which makes
a lasting impression in Oliver Twist
is that of a lost boy, without any
«nowledge of his family or relations,
imprisoned all alone in @ house, peering
with a melancholy face through the
window, &t world with which he
cannot communicate,

3. Oliver Twist.
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GROW

We do sound much more for the
spread of education and the eradic-
ation of illiteracy. In order to achieve
the goal we are executing plans even
for adult education. However, inspite
of all these plans the percentage of
educated persons in the country is
still far below the desired level.

The educational institutions play
the main role of spreading education.

Institutions for educational advance-

ment should therefore grow and the
more we can have the betteris the
result. The expression

growth’ of

‘mush-room
institutions is misleading
and also contradictory to the idea of
educational advancement, when even
the required minimum number of ins-
titutions is yet to grow. Any one
connected with the educational insti-

MORE ACADEMIES

Abdul Mazid,

Principal,
Mangaldai College

tutions must have realised that the
institutions are few and the admiss-
ion seeking students are many times
larger than the accommodating capa-

cities of institutions:-

the existing
schools or colleges.

the present number of
institutions is mush-room growth, then

Therefore, if any
increase in

essential
for reducing the serious burden and

headache of the management and also

such mush-room growth is

for providing scope to a large number
of young people who are increasing
in number year after year. We are to be
able to app-reciate the real circums-
tances behind, instead of fixing our
eyes solely on the conseguences.
Within the areas of the towns and
cities, we find a number of institutions
for education including colleges. All

[ Mangaldai College
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those institutions admit students from
town or city areas and also from distant
villages. As the seats in the educational
institutions are naturally subject to
limitations, and the inconveniences in
giving due attention to the courses
by the students, specially those who
come from distant places, are many,
there should be no grudging to similar
growth of the educational institutions
in ths different

areas to meet the academic ne2ds of

like colleges rural
the rapidly rising number of students
in those areas. Further, the institutions
are established by the lozal people
to satisfy their need, best realised by
them. Others
nothing to disturb by describing the

from distances have

growth as mush-room or political etc.
If educational institutions like coll-
higher
education will be economic and even

eges grow in different areas

the poorest of the people will get

the opportunity to get entrance to

the academic institutions, Further,
township also will in the long run,
spread in the rural areas. A silent

process of change and adjustment of

out-look and living pattern in the

societies neighbouring the institutions

Magazine ]

is inevitable and that will ultimately
pave the way for “back to village”.

Again what is of utmost importance
to-day is the reduction of the excess
numbars of students in the classes

for proper teaching and learning.

This is to be ensured not by deny-
ing scope to some, but by providing
This leads to the
conclusion that in the present circu-

the same for all.

mstances we must have more instit-

utions for learning.
The word ‘growth’ carries a spe-
cial sense. The institutions grow and
are not made by the whims of som-
because

eone. An institution grows

there are natural forces and circums-
tances that lead to its growth. The
inception or growth of an institution
at a particular place testifies to the
fact that there is need for its growth
and the inception simply fills up the
find that the

institutions that are sponsored are al-

vacuum. We therefore

ways growing up, though there may
shortcomings and
If there
is any exception, such exception should
not be It is to be

be some kind of
problems at the initial stages.

taken as rule.

admitted that funds. lands, buildings,



equipments and enrolment etc. may
not be satisfactory at the initial stage.
On the otherhand we must also admit
that nothing is in full stature on the day
of birth. The right to education is the
finest of the rights under articles of the
modern democratic constitutions. it a'so
right

means a educational

to have
the

of the children of

institutions for intellectual and

cultural progress
all generation within easy reach. This
right for starting and developing an
academic institution in the local area
recommend-

is natural and requires

ation or approval or permission
from no-body on earth so long the
society is civilised. The organished
bodies like Board or University or
Educational department at best, regul-
arise and supervice the standard &
management of a grown up institution.

The foreign Government established
some Schools and Colleges for modern

educations the needs

The
process continued, but the maximum

according to

and circumstances of the time.

contributions towards the rapid incr-

ease in the number of institutions,

have come from private initiative.

The governments at present are mainly
extending financial a assistance, and
that institutions
grow and take a definite shape. The
bodies like Board and Universty are
concerned mainly with the courses and
examinations,

too only when the

Popular enthusiasm and
initiative are still the founding forces.
It can rightly be claimed with emp-
hasis that the local sponsoring bodies
have been immensely contributing to-
wards the educational progress of the
nation by establishing new schools
and colleges.

The proposals of sponsoring bodies
for starting a college or any educat-
ional institution should not therefore
be directly or indirectly disregarded
or rejected by describing the public
enthusiasm for the same as mush-room
The
sponsoring bodies give birth to instit-
utions and bring up the same to full
growth.  The other connected bodies
who have normal and legal obligation

growth political or otherwise.

to extend help to the institutions
should do their part encouragingly. The
sponsoring  bodies are guided and

assisted by University, Board and go-

[ Mangaldai College



vernment, as the ultimate benefits of
the academic institutions go to the

nation. It is to be mentioned that

the public donations required for sta-
rting and bringing up a college to
proper stage are now-a-days not so
generous to enable the private bodies
to meet all the requirements. It is
also to be mentioned that the increasing
demand for admission to educational
institutions can be satisfied only by a
good number of institutions in different

areas. It is therefore a legitimate and

national claim that more institutions

should grow and the new institutions
should gain sympathy of all concerned,
right from the day of the proposal for
inception or giving brith.

During monarchies, education was
an optional function of the state.
The monarchs mainly ruled for their

own interests. So far the modern

democracies or republics are concerned,
education is an essential of the basis
of the state as well as an assential

its existence. It is now

a compulsory

condition of
an unaveidable rather
the democratic states,
that

function of

Hence the states should see

Magazine ]

educational institutions grow and

satisfy the needs of the society and

the nation.

History reflects the superiority of
education in the competitive exitstence
of the nation. and fall
nation definitely depend also on the
degrece of advancement of education.
should- be unrestricted

Rise of a

Hence there
hand

development by establishing new insti-

in the endeavour for academic

tution like colleges.

Measures of prohibitive nature,
condition of restrictive tendency and
discouraging comments on the growth
reflect anti-democratic and anti-na-
tional philosophy Nourishment to the
baby-born should be substituted for
the bare adverse comments on the
weak health of the baby. A similar
principle should be valued in the case
of educational institutions also, as
the ultimate result we disire is the
common benefit of the nation.
Mush-room growth and essential
growth donot convey the same sense.
It is in the later sense that we may

rightly claim for grow more academics.



INDIA IN 2000 A. D.

-iro Visualize what India would
be twenty years hence is at once
interesting and difficult. Time decides
life
but they represent only a small span
of time in the history of a nation.

a long period in an individual's

After the great struggle of twenty
years the sun of independence daw-
ned on the horizon of Mother India

on the 15th August 1947. However,

when our independence was only

infant, it had to face many hard and

complex problems. The tremendous

task was to consolidate six hundred
and odd Indian states, ruled by feu-

dal princes. Thus began the task of

building a free new India under

a heavy pall of gloom and darkness.

But thanks to our leaders, these

Bhabesh Baruah
( Editor )
T.D. C. 2nd vyear

dificulties were removed in no time.

Three things are essential for
making a nation great and prosperous.
These are education and enlighten-
ment, agricultural and industrial wea-
Ith and finally, strength of character
and true spirit of citizenship. It will
be absurb that those things can be
achieved overnight as though by a
little rubbing of Aladdin’s lamp. But

it is expected that speedy and con-
erete measures are taken to attain

What
attained, we may ask, in thuse sph-

these objectives. have we
eres since the dawn of independence ?
The answer is not very reassuring.

There has been no dearth of sch-

emes, and projects. We have had
five Five—year plans and now we
are passing through the sixth plan.

[ Mangaldai College



Despite all this hectic planning, one feels
that nothing substantial has been done
to a meliorate the conditions of the
In India about 70 percent of
lirees on agriculture.

poor.
the population
It is hoped that with the completion
of multipurpose projects, Indian far-
mer will no longer be at the mercy
of rain god by 2000 A. D. Apart from
this, the Agricultural methods would
undergo radical changes and the green
cover whole of India.

revolution will

The prospect of material changes
in realms of industry is equally bright.
Today we still import heavy machinery
from abroad. With the establishment
of steel plants &t Bokaro, Visakhapa-
India

nam salem and Hospet eftc.,

will be self sufficient in good quality
of steel. It is hoped that within next
two decades, India will be able to

manufacture excellent cars, aeroplans
and other type of light and heavy

The bullock-cart would

machinery.
disappear from the Indian roads and tru-
cks and lorries would be the chief

means of transport for passengers and
goods traffic. Industrial and agricult-

ural advance will bring about econo-
mic prosperity. At present per capita

Magazine ]

income in India is miserably low and
standard of living simply
tragic. The Indian of 2000 A. D. will
be educated &t

average

state expense and
most of the amenities which are at
the exclusive

present monopoly of

the rich, will be at his disposal.
State insurance, state medical service,
insurance against unemployment will
profably become a regular future.
There would be a roof over the head
of every Indian and the existing slums,
particularly in industrial towns, will
no longer disfigure the fair name of
India.

of the past,

Also illiteracy will be a thing

a prophet
thrilling but highly ticklish job. The
best
for the future has a tendency to un-
fold

manner.

To play is always a

calculation of men go wrong,

itself in the most unexpected
to fall

asleep today and wake up in 2000,

Hence if one were

be would rub his eyes again and
again and see that his country has
changed beyond recognition. He will
find
and an a new earth.

himself under a new heaven



INDIAN'S WHO WON THE

NOBEL PRIZE

Sree Bhaskar Jyoti Sarmah
T.D. C. 1st year

“Where the mind is without fear
And the head is held high ;
Where the world has not been broken up

Into Fragments by narrow domestic \(valls .........

......... Into that heaven of freedom, my father,

let my country awake.

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-1941)-
Author and educator, Founded the
Shantiniketan (1901) which later on
became the Viswhabharati university.

Tagore wrote love-lyrics. “Gitanjali”
and the philosophical work ““Sadhana”

India’s national
He
was awarded Nobel prize for literature
in 1913.
won the Nobel prize for India through

are important works.
anthem was written by Tagore.

It was Tagore who first

his inimitable strains of poetic genius
viz—Gitanjali.

10

—Gitanjali.

C. V. Raman (1886-1970) physicist
Raman was born at Thiruvanaikkaval
near Tiruchirappilly in  Tamilnaduy,
He was educated in Presidency college,
Madras, married to Lokasudari, awa-
ded Nobel prize for physics in 1930
for study of scattering of light, po-
pularly known as ‘Raman Effect’, the
theory describes change in frequency
of light passing through transparent
medium.

Hargobinda Khorona ( 1922 ) —

Now an American citizen, was bron

[ Mangaldai College



in Raipur, Madhya pradesh. He is
married to a Swiss. Khorona was
awarded Nobel 1968 for
medicine for laboratory Synthesis of

prize in

a yeast gene for the first time.

Mother Teresa (1910)
Skopije,

was born
to Albanian parents Yugo-
slavia baptized Agnes Gonxha Boja-
xhin. She came to India when she
18 and took up She

established a new congregation of

Teaching.
‘Missionaries of charity’. Which was
approved by vatican in 1950. Mother
Teresa became an Indian citizen in
1948. She was awarded Nobel Prize

for peace in 1979.

Subramaniam Chandrasekhar (1910)
Now an American citizen, was born
Pakistan, where

at Lahore, now in

his father was working. He was
educated in Presdency college, Madras.
Noble laurate C. V. Raman was his
uricle. All of Chandrasekhar’'s three
brothers are Scientists. Married to

Lalitha, who was one vyear his junior
in college. She is also physicist. He
was awarded Nobel Prize for physics
in 1983 for what is now known as
“Chandrasekhar’s Limits"" which deter-
mines the minimum mass of a dyiug

star enabling it to survive.

e
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Improve uour personality :

Be smart, Be successful

“You look smartin these clothes”
is a tribute to one’s physical appeara-
nce. “Smart young men are needed”
—such an advertisement demands
that the young should be active and
prepard to take up the challenges.
In fact

wearing a particulars type of dress ;

smartness does not lie in

it is more than
No doubt handsome appearance, prc-

physical oppearnee.

per dress and physical fitness contribute
to smartness but as a quality it is
permanent and something more than
physical build-up. Smartness is more
concerned with wit, intelligence and
understanding. A smart person should

12

Zakir Ahmed Kibria
(T.D.C.Sc.) 1st year

be witty in replies, quick in grasping
the situation and shreud in tackling
situation.

Understanding— The first requisite
of smartness besides the external
grooming is the understanding of the
The
intelligence scores a point in conver-
' The

can adapt himself to his surrounding

person. sharpness of wit and

sation or in discussions. man
wich means circumtances and situa-
(It is a person
the situations quickly he will surpass

tions. can master
othrs in different department of life).
Understandine and adaptability are

therfore the two main features of

[ Mangaldai Colige



Smartness.
rigid

( A person who becomes

and wants the situations to

adjust with him will never meet suc-
cess. His position will be like a tree
Which is uprooted by
gust of wind because it refuses to
bend like a blade of grass.)

the strong

Adjustments— Situations not only

need adjustments but also proper

tackling. One must know when one
should strike and at which point.
Till one can mauld the unfavourable
circumtances into the favourable ones
(If

will have

one can never outsmart others.
many interesis clash, one
to eliminate them. This needs a very
careful handling. Sometimes one's
pride, one's remarks, and ong’s awkw-
ard actions may do a lot of harm
to one's own cause.) A word spo-

ken at a wrong time may cause
irritation and the situation may become
worse. Similarly and awkward action
may lead to the complication of the
problem.

Readiness in action— Readiness in
action is another attribute of smartn-

ess. Some people due to lack of

initiative or lack of proper understan-

Magazine ]

ding may not help the man. unless
the situation is handled immediately
it may get worse. In politics some
issues are knowingly prolonged because
they think that the persons who sponsor
an agitation may tire themselves out.
But this Principle is not applicable
to normal actions of normal human
beings. ( One should be ready to take
up work. ) .

Education and experience—Readi-
ness in action and quickness of un-
derstanding storout from a variety of
other qualities like education, experi-
ence, endawments and so on. These
qualities can be acquired through
social contacts and sccial life. Infact

the qualities constituting smartness are
inherent : one needs a proper atmos-
phere for their flowering. ( A person
living in a village may be just a
fool when he first comes to a city.

such
As he

starts living a different type of life

that
a person will never be smart.

But this does not mean

he adopts himself. )

Fighiting back—The will to fight
back,
victimised or defeated is a must for

to conquer and not to be

a smart person. He has to establish

himself, push himself forward and to

13
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