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PROBLEMS CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITES OF GEOGRAPHY

Dr. Jayanta Kumar Boruah

ABSTRACT

At a time when environmental matters have become topics of general public
concern, it is highly appropriate to consider the role of geography within policy-making.
This article reviews some of the achievements of geography in policy fields, considers
why they have not been as substantial as they might, and discusses contributions which
might be made in the future. The main role of geography has been in teaching and only
to a lesser extent in research. Even though geopraphers have contributed in a professional
and advisory role in central and local government, they have made less of a contribution
than have members of other disciplines, and this is paradoxical in view of peography’s
long-established interest in environmental matters. The internal and external constrainis
which have led to this situation can be overcome by a greater overt interest by
geographers in matters of policy, by a greater flow of good research oriented to policy
and by a flow of graduates to work in these areas. The need is for peographers to
identify the contributions which the subject can make, to encourage research which
can demonstrate that their approaches can be appropriate to the solution of larpe-scale
problems, and to increase the dialogue between the profession and those who make
and implement official policy. The feasibility of such policy-oriented research might
be questioned, since universities are currently not well geared to its demands, but there
are many benefits to be derived from undertaking commissioned work such as that
already done on outdoor recreation. These suggestions have implications in the fields
of pure research, in teaching and in the organization of universities. In research, there
1s need to develop other knowledge of spatial statistics, of forecasting, of behaviour, of
remote sensing, of automated cartography, and of other computer applications. In
teaching, there are problems of developing courses which can cater both for the general
education of the non-specialist and the ngorous technical needs of future professional
geographers. For universities, there is the difficulty of incorporating research teams
within their wider educational organization and there may be virtues in increasing
specialization by universities. The profession at large can also make a contribution to
encouraging policy-oriented research by reviewing its own organization. If we do not
seek to demonstrate our skills more actively, we shall increasingly find that the
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opportunities are no longer open to us and that other disciplines wall fill the roles
which we are well qualified to fill.
INTRODUCTION: ;

Geography is a unique in many ways. It is a creed to grave subject in the world-
from dust we came to the dust we go there is no escape from it. The panchbhotas that
constitute the subject matter of peography, to deny the importance of geography is to
deny the reality. In fact, we not only study but also live on feel it it is a part of us
whether we study it through a formal course of instruction or not, to ignore geography
or to dilute its role in human life is brought with dangerous
Geography - School to university :

Geography, later joined by history and mathematics, is a discipline, which runs
through all stages of education .it is a school subject as well as a research discipline at
the highest level of education. there is a vast difference between school geography.
And university geography it has taken a long line consistent and creative efforts to
level the two in to an integrated whole but the problems of integration continue and we
will take up this aspect seriously.

Relation between Science and Humanities:

Geography is often called on integrative discipline of recognized, but does not
accept the thesis that knowledge divided into out to reach the bottom of the parts and
not to snap the interrelation among the other subject or to deny the unity of the whole.
Geography offers the medicine of the medium is the “space”. Space is not of inert
phenomenon; it is a living dynamic phenomenon. It is reflection of what has gone on
the world in the part and, in turn, reflect on how humnan interact with nature and among

tthemselves. The image, in turn, the appearance and the value of space depend less on
inatural endowment and more on humans, which of the have greater influence depend
von how long the depend on how long the human occupancy of the space-physical and
for mental and with what native and intention has been. being a geography, sciences
iand humanities are two sides of the same coin and coin is geography .it is a influence
1on both the side, but it stand on solid ground of its own. it has interest in geomorphology,
«climatology, biology, physics, history, economics, political science and many other
edisciplines which impinge on the conjunction with cach other, this togetherness and
eenmeshing of a Varity of forces to make space what if is the subject matter of geography.
tGeography has unique methodology:

Geography has its own methodology, in ancient times, it emerged from
cchorography description of new lands explored. slow means a transportation and
ccommunication limited the scope of exploitation of neighboring region. India and china
rmet in south East Asia; Indians and Arabs met along the Arabian Sea coast, than in 16*
zand 18" centuries Furopean reached almost every part of the world, Geography becomes

£ discipline of exploration.
 — 1]
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Exploration provides new data on lands and people side by a side, attempt ware
made to give quantitative measure of the things/places explored and to construct maps
and charts. Cartographic representation and quantitative analysis continue to be the
tools of geography. Exploration has now given place to field work and measurement 1o
instrumentation, qualification and GIS etc.

Geography has sustainability:

Sustainability appears 1o be a new perspective in development research thinking,
For geography, it is on old theme, When Atharva Veda (first miliiinum BC) said
matabhumipatrathamprithvyatr,it was the clearstenuiation of the concept of
sustainability, This concept was, by and large, ordered to during the agricultural era in
essentially rural civilization, urbanization, whether in Mahanjodaro and Harappa or
Rame and Mesopotamia or in great Andies of present day Latin America did break this
rule of thumb and become one of the major causes of death of many civilizations. But
these were aberration rather than rule. At is the urban-industrial era, which begun in an
incipient way in the 17" century, which threw this age —old principal of human survival
and development over broad.

As if to prove the superiority of this civilization, geography and its tools were
bent backwards. Much of the agricultural and its tools world was colonized by Europe;
environmental determinism, and its off-shoots like possibilism and probabilism become
tools to demonstrate the superiority of Europe, while the colonized people struggled to
adhere to ancient rule of symbiosism,

Problems in geographer:

Indian geography has kept pace with the change which have taken place in the
discipline the world over but the progress in different sub-fields has not been uniformly
distributed in terms of spatial speared of the fields, India has done fairly well and the
progress continues even though slowly and haltingly one of the major problems
encountered is the identity of school geography. “Complication arise from the nature
of geography itself” should geography be taught as an independent subject by
geographers, or it should from part of social studies? If we go back in to history and
nature of Geography, WE were Cannot but agree with Kirk (1963) that modern geography
was created by scholars, trained in other discipline, asking themselves geographical
question, geography as an academic discipline. Therefore, was one of the ecarlier
integrated studies, it was also true at the school level. Geography to claim its repeat 10
be in school was also presented as an integrated subject” the early attempits at introducing
an integrated course simmed from the struggle to introduce geography into secondary
school” integrated studies stand as a dual reminder to geographers of the prolonged
and continuing quest for a stable subject identity and of early days when the subject
itself was a low status Ingredient of Ingrate courses. the changing philosophies,
pedagogies and content oriented of geography are symbiotically related to its
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Ipresentation, accemptince and status as a subject Geography got recognition as a part
cof school curricula offer the First world was. Soon it was pressurized to link with
Fhistory. Mackinder was a leading protagonist of this combine subject, although in an
taddress to geographical Association, he feared that history may make it road in to their
tclasses, in the same way a geologist, a couple of years earlier. Entertained fear of
teeography. Headvocates the teaching of geography and history a single subject, nat in
pprimary school, but in the upper half of elementary education and lower half of sec
ssecondary Education.

How are children going to use their Endris by talking up a subject? that is an
:academic idea? a special subject will be will be taken up by a few scattered people as
Ihobby, but the vast majority will increase their knowledge not by the study of any d
Hriends and by seeing what they can when havelling For a vast majority what is important
iis not send them out with the rudimentomnts of history as such and rudiment of geography
1as such in their minds. but to send them out of with some sort of orderly conception of
tthe world around them, Whether geography a fact is historical or whether it is fact is
'Geographical matter.It does perhaps matter to those what are going to increase the
tknowledge of history or the knowledge of geography, or who are to be specialized
Heacher of these subject, who are going to prepare for examination in those subject

In 1950, Royel geographical society’s education commitiee state frankly that

social studies would destroy the value of peography as import ant’s medium of education
and hence was concerned with its spread in school level."An attempt to study a group
of subjects together. Introduces such complexity that children cannot see any general
patiern or gain a clear and memorable educational experience. The geography is well
aware that knowledge is whole, but makes no apology for dividing it into separate
subject for the purpose of learning. History and geography for example, are distinct
branches to make to the intellectual experiment of the educated citizen of today. Indian
educationist following the British and American friends introduces geography as part
of social studies in school. Although, attempts were made by Indian geographers (0
balance the curricula by not defacing the unique place of geography in social stu{l_'LES
but the way social studies are taught in Indian school is depressing. teacher knowing
nothing of geography, but teach peography. And since geography is more difficult -
teach, than. history it is often the neglected subject. Most schools have only taught in
social studies he teaches both history and geography.

Academic passion: -
Geography finds an honorable place in almost all university India both at the

graduate and post graduate level. Over 80%of the colleges offer peography asan elective.
School geography has gone through a series of problems, but it remains, along with
history and mathematics, the first change quality of text book, too have improved but
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now India has a long way to go before it can give geography a rightful place school
curriculum.

On the research front, too, Indian geography has made some notable strides.
quality of M. Phil and PhD thesis in some universities comparable to any good university
in the world is poor, but Indian geographer have, still to go to a long way. A large
number of universities in the country are not even concerned about the deteriorating
quality of research,

At may appear larch but geographer cannot ignore the fact that a great majority
Ph.D. thesis produced.in the country in the field of geography. it is partly because the
geagrapher are not training geography recatch student in research methodology and
partly because of the supervisors are unacquainted by modern nuances of research.
Challenges in Geography :-

Indian geography faces a number of Challenges in year ahead. These challenges
come from outside as well as from as from within. Here sketch out a few of them.
Crist of paradigm :

Indian geographers have not vet even begun to explore the history and geography.
The ecological concepts enunciated by our fore fathers in regard 10 man-nature
relationship can offer us new ideas for theory building. symbiosism. which our ancients
advocated, is now gelling recognition from all over the world. it offers the base for a
new paradigm had we explored these concepts more deeply, we could have presented
an alternative to determinism, possibilism and probabilistic literature, which are
geographic and highly relevant to the present-day world.

There exists a paradigm in Indian geography. at is over served with Drarwinian
theory of evolution and urban ~industrial civilization. Our culture is based on “Giant
theory of evolution and rural —agricultural civilization. Mahatma Gandhi Ji was the
latest of our great man who advocated a new civilization different from the industrial
civilization which we have cone to believed to be latest stapes in the evolution of
human society, even though its human environmental consequences are 50 Very
appearance and clear. How many geographers have given any through to this?
Opportunity:

Lands planning and food security:

Indian geographies have kept themselves aloof from the Society problems,
distancing geography from society. In general, there is tendency to be encyclopedia.
India's available land resources are double of that of china, but its food production is
term than half of china. One and perhaps the most important reasons for this is the total
absence of lands planning- a field which has made signal contribution 0 conduce
planning in Europe, America and even china, In India government ignore the geography
imperatives of agricultural development and preceded on irrigation project, chemical
fertilizers etc to ushers’ green revolution.
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Unfortunately, much of the geography studies on land use are highly deseriptive
telling which land is being use for what purpose what is needed is studies on land
potentials and the users that they should be put to and identification of areas where
land is being used unscientifically and against known ecological principles.

Owur land resources are departing fast population is raising equally fast. Avaitibility of
land for agriculture is declining; present of land under irrigation is also declining, and
food production has come down.

Social development : :

Two aspects ofsocial development, pert from spatial distributive justices, have
always attracted the attention of geographer i.¢. education and health. These two
subfields of geography of health. Were meaningful contribution have been made by
several Indian geographer, But the distance to be covered in both these shills pretty
long.

Geographies principles of micro —level planning for educational development
have been in currently for quite some time. Kothari mission had used these principles
io play elementary education Geographies have, however limited their attention to
distribution of educational facilities and achievements. how to plan for educational
development so that maximum numbers of students benefit from the investment of
scarce resource, Networking of institution, for mutual leaming and support has also
been ignored by geographers. The foundation for such work has already been iailr.i
through attests of various educational norms. more can and should be done in this
direction. we should, however, more out of the alas syndrome to planning for educational
development with special emphasisa local regional needs and educational facilities
and contents.

Assessment of educational needs, locality and region wise in another dimension that
should claim interest geography. how to make education relevant, is a question of vital
importance. Should geography wait for encroachment from the newly conceived
environmental studies to become alive of its responsible? "
Medicine geography is another field of considerable importance. it has four main
aspects; (1) spatial distribution of health condition and health facilities, (2) spread of
health practices practitioners and health practices,practitiongrs and diseases FH
environment and health and (4) use nature as the doctor. so, for anly the first dimension
has received the attention of peographies in India. the spatial diffusion of communicable
diseases like cholera, Aids, chicken-pox ete. have yet to be taken cognizance of the
cause’s relationship between physical environment and health, 100 has not received
adequate attention. And the studies conducted have been highly generalized and
chorographic
Environmental studies :



Environmental Science studies areimagined as a new discipline, it is being taught
at the school as well as university level, at the school level, it is essentially geography
but 1t is 50 presented as if it something new if this situation continue, the day 1s not for
off when geography will be taken off the school curricula. it will be replaced by
environmental studies.

Development has therefore, to be watchful of the curriculum development in
primary education in different states of the country, Geography is in danger of being
replaced by environmental studies, thus doing immense harm to the citizenship
education. in asked geography should broaden its coverage to include environment
studies. And the new text book should reflect this adequately to give to environmental
155U,

Environmental Impact assessment, environmental audit, environmental budpeting
and environmental accounting have not even touched by geographies. Environmental
law is another field which has been completely neglected. All this are important ant
parily because they are concerned with natural resources and party because they help
us in resource planning and management without having understanding and knowledpe
of the methodology of resource assessment and accounting?

Environment laws permit or restrict natural resource uses :

All disciplines study laws relevant to them expect geography. Indian geographies have
not made any noticeable contributions to conventions and intonation or national laws
governing lo the use of resource-and water, forest, wild life etc. in my views
Environmental or natural resource laws should constitute a course at post —graduate
studies in geography.

Urban geography :

Urban geography is the most developed sub —fields. of geography literature on
various aspect of Urbanization, Urban system, and individual cities is
copious.Indiangeographers can congratulate themselves for the amount of quality work
done- Urban geography is being taught in practically in all university of the country
and the number of PhD thesis in this fields are perhaps the largest.

A critical mind, however, cannot fail to see any similarly in three contributions,
ourparadigm of chinking and theoretical foundation is not Indian. they are western. we
expect our country to be without villages in in some distance future, India will be fifty
present urban by 2016, eighty percent by 2050 and soon. we nearly see a difference in
the urbanization processes in the waste and in India.Some eighty year back. Mahatma
Gandhi said that India should not industrialize itself on the lines of the west. industrialize
a tiny island King Dom, the resources of the much of the world were dived. What will
happen to the world when a country like India follows suit. Industrialization and
urbanization to together. That is why he promoted the India of decentralized production.
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Mow it is realized that India can urbanized and industrialize itself on western lines only
by inviting calamities like the ones we see in cities today’s,
Regional planning :

when our efforts to use geographies principles to special planning in the sixtics
were not very welcome. Al though regional geography has been the end product of our
discipline, we did not venture-in the field of planning and development. Regional
planning remained the domain of professional (town planers). while at J N U further
progress was made in the fields in regional development studies. Mysore department
of geography become the centre of regional planning initially following Geddes's valley
section principle. The pioneering work done by late V.L.S Prakasa RAO had its imprints
on these efforts and a new institutes of development studies comes into being in 1970
mange by geographers, economists and physical planners.

Urban geography : -

Urban geography is the most important and development sub fields of geography.
life nature on various aspects of Urbanization, Urban system and individual cities is
copious.Indian Urban geographers can congratulate themselves for amounting of quality
work done - Urban geography is being taught in practically in all university of the
country and the number of PhD thesis in field is perhaps the largest.

Other field:

it would be nature to teentsy an easy to touch each branch of geography, however
the neglects of physical geography, (geomorphology), climatology and biogeography
in particular) has done lot of harm to our field. it is now time to lay stress on these
disciplines and get students with geology, biology and physics/chemistry background
to our master and Ph.D. degree programmed unless we have geographers’scholars in
this field, it will be difficult 1o contribute substantially to environment studies eco-
development recourse analysis and management, agricultural, medical and social
geography.
Conclusion:

This are few of the strengths and weakness of Indian geographers. It has been
emphasis on weakness the right occasion to introspect and evaluate ourselves so we
can do better in the feature. Our branched of geography and cartography, to need new
direction and orientation. The sample given above is only indicative, not exhaustive
and final.

Information technology has changed a lot more. Changes arc in the offing.
Geographer has nothing to lose from it. It stands to gain for it will provided us new
data and facts for which we have been locking for countries.

But cur tradition of whatever is physically present on the surface of the earth, but
there is no proper’ instrument, which can scene mind and heart of the people, which

give rise to peographers on the surface the earth.
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Geographers on the threshold of new era in geographic teaching and research.
The present country is century of integration, wholesome sustainable development and
humanism. Geographers are passing through difficult times; there is lash in darkness,
as there is life in death. A new world is taking shape. let peographers be participants in
the creation of this world. Geographers can change our way and pick up new threads 1o
unfold the in heart political of peography.
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