Baptists in Assam

A Century of
Missionary Service

1836-1936

By
VICTOR HUGO SWORD, M.A., Th.D.

: ‘BIIHHIIIHIIIIHIIIH

G6827
IO e CERRIL gy

Conference Press
Chicago, Illinois






IL.

111

IV.

VI.

VII.

VIIL.

IX.

CONTENTS

ARVA, FLUMINA, MONTES ......... 15
Geographical features — climate of Assam — ethnologi-
cal study — indigenous languages — religions.
PRE-BRITISH RULE ....... ........ 23
Early history not available — growth of Hinduism — "
political unrest — surrender of Assam to the British —
abscurity of southern valley.

BRITISH RULE ..... T s e FeG()
Difficulties in the way — uncontrollable hill tribes —

the numerous hill tribes.

INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY .. 34

Influence of Wm. Carey's mission — appeal of Assam
— the going of Mr. Rac — Krishna Pal — success of
the mission — the coming of the American Baptists.

UP THE BRAHMAPUTRA ........... 41

American Baptists enter Assam with British army —
Nathan Brown and his appointment — the remoteness
of Sadiya.

UNFOLDING REALITIES ............ 47

New facts discovered — establishment of a mission —
production of literature -— educational program.

TRYING EXPERIENCES ............. 53
Great need for missionaries on the field — journey up
the Brahmaputra in the rains — the death of Thomas
~— landing at Sadiya.

THE CALL OF THE HILLS ........... 59

Jaipur as a missionary center — Jaipur settled in 1839
— Bronson moves to the Naga Hills — the _work on
the plains — the coming of the Barkers and Miss Bron-
son.

THE DEMAND OF THE PLAINS ...... 67

Nidhi the first Assamese convert — Barker’s plea to oc-
cupy Sibsagar — importance of Sibsagar as a mission

[9]



X ERGANIZATION ..o rvnn wn Ll WA
Need of an indigenous leadership recognized — organiz-
ation of National churches — first missionary conference
— economic conditions of nattonal Christians.

XL ERISES 1% x i 83
Depletion of missionary force — the closing of the
Nowgong orphanage — resignation of Nathan Brown
— the effects of the Indian mutiny — Bronson’s en-
forced furlough — effects of civil war in America.

XII. THE GAROS ... ... ....... .. ...... . 81
Another near-reversal of plans — carly beginnings among
the Garos — Mr. Stoddard appointed missionary to the
GaFos — appointment of Mason and Phillips — edu-
cational development — literary work — medical work.

XIl. THE NAGAS .... .. ... ... .. 105
The Aos — the Angamis — the Lhotas — the Semas
~—Manipur State.

XIV. THE DAY OF THE JUDGES ..... ... 119
Lack of progress among the Assamese — appointment
if 2 missionary to the immigrants — opening of North
S‘i:,t}:llsfgrll)ur bgthnth, Dibrugarh by Paul, Golaghat by

— others.

XV.

V. AFTER ONE HUNDRED YEARS ..... 127
2;0“’1‘]1 of the Christian community — importance of
.100 — development of literature — medical activi-
Hes — property and stations.

XVL SUMMARY 144
B o cviascaas e s e
[};E @valuation of work done — Carey's influence —
sowi:ﬁmame of government officials — the period of
educacgor Assam as 2 means to an end — the value of

NOTES ..........................

0)
INDEX N SOURCE REFERENCES . .......... 151
----- 157

center — Browns and Cutters move to Sibsagar — the
growth of the Christian work — the occupation of
Nowgong by Bronson Barker's settlement at Gauhati.

CHART g ool m e e

K MISSIONARY SERVICE

[10]



