


HERBERT HOOVER’S

Challenge to America
His Life and Words

By the Editors of CounTrRYy BEAUTIFUL

Editorial Direction: Michael P. Dineen

Edited by Robert L. Polley

Qo

RINGHLONI COLLEGE CENTRAL LBRAY

Published by Country Beautiful Foundation, Inc., Waukesha, Wisconsin

Distributed by Doubleday & Company, Inc., Garden City, New York



COUNTRY BEAUTIFUL

Publisher & Editorial Director: Michael P. Dineen
Excecutive Editor: Robert L. Polley

Art Director: Robert W. Pradt

Managing Editor: Charles R. Fowler

Sentor Editors: Kenneth L. Schmitz, James H. Robb
Art Assistant: Robert Fehring

Staff: Sharon L. Griswold, Vicki Russi

CounTrY BeauTiFuL Magazine is published by Country
Beautiful Foundation, Inc., 24198 W. Bluemound Rd.,
Waukesha, Wis., a nonprofit organization dedicated to
strengthening and preserving the physical, cultural and
moral values of America and other nations of the world.

The Editors are grateful to the following publishers for permission to include copyright
marcrial in this volume: The Caxton Printers, Ltd. for excerpts from dddresses Upon the
American Road (1955-1%66) by Herbert Hoover. ©1961 by Herbert Hoover. Coward-
McCann, Inc. for excerpts from Shall We Send Our Youth to War by Herbert Hoover. ©1939
by Herbert Hoover. Reprinted by permission of Coward-McCann, Inc. D. Van Nostrand
Company, Inc. for excerpts from Addresses Upon the American Road (19411945 ) by Herbert
Hoover. Copyright 1946, D. Van Nostrand Company, Inc., Princeton, N.J. 1) Van
Nostrand Company, Inc for excerpts from Addrecses Upon the American Road (1995148 ) by
Herbert Hoover. Copyright 1949, D. Van Nestrand Company. Inc., Princeton, N |
Doubleday & Company, Inc. for excerpts from Heccer Off the Recurd by Theodore G. Joslin
Henry Regnery Company, Chicago, Hlinois, for excerpts from An Américan Epic by
Herbert Hoover. Copyright ©1959 by Herbert Hoover. The Macmillan Company for
excerpts from The Memorrs of Herbest Hoozver: The Years of Adventwre by Herbert Hoover
Reprinted by permission of the Macmillan Company. Copyright, 1931, by Herbert
Hoover. The Macmillan Company for excerpts from The Memarrs of Herbert Hoover: The
Catanet and the Presidency by Herbert Hoover. Reprinted by permission of the Macmillan
Company. Copyright 1951, by Herbert Hoover. The Macmillan Company for excerpts
from The Memoirs of Herbert Hosver: The Great Depression by Herbert Hoover Copynght
1952, by Herbert Hoover. Reprinted by permission of the Macmillan Company
McGraw-Hiil Book Company for excerpts from The Ordeal of Weodraze Wilvan by Herbert
Hoover. Copyright € 1958 by Herbert Hoover. Used by permission of McGraw-Hill
Book Company. William Morrow and Company, Inc for excerpts reprinted from
On Growang Up by Herbert Hoover. Copyright ©1949, 1939, 1962, by Herbert Hoover
by permussion of William Morrow and Company, Inc. Random House, Inc. for excerpts
reprinted from Fishing for Fun— And to Wash Yowr Soul. Copynight ©1963 Ly Herbert
Hoaver. compiled by William 1. Nichols, by permission of Random House, Inc. Charles
Scribner’s Sons; used by permission of Charles Scribner’s Sons: Extracts from America’s
First Crusade (Copyright 1941 The Curtis Publishing Company, Inc. Copyright 1942
Herbert Hoover), The Challenge (o Liberty (Copyright 1934 The Curtis Publishing
Company, Inc. Copyright 1934 Charles Scribner’s Sons: renewal copyright ©1962
Herbert Hoover) and Hester After Dinner (Copyright 1933 Charles Scribner's Sons.,
renewal copynight €1961 Herbert Hoover).

Grateful acknowledgement is made 1o the following, without whom this book would not
be posible: Dr. Rita R. Campbell, Archivist and Research Associate, the Hoover
Institution on War, Revolution. and Peace: Joseph T. Radel, Forest Supervisor, Forest
Service, U S. Department of Agriculture: Henry Scharer, Dircctor, Office of Public
Information, U.S. Depariment of Commerce.

Copyright® Country Beautiful Foundation, Inc., 1965. All
rights reserved. First Edition. Library of Congress Cata-
logue Card No. 65-21474. Printed in U.S.A. by Imperial
Lithographing Corporation. Color separations by Mueller

Color Plate Company. Type composition by George
F. Wamser, Inc., Typographers.

B ——

77

—

John J. Kosmitis

Hoover Tower at Stanford University, California.



I1

111

IV

VI

VII

VIII

CONTENTS

PREFACE by Harry 8. Truman. . ) .. 0. o oo e S S S 7
IINTRODIICTICIN, wc w0 o ons s s 5k 5 ibis s at s ) ittt S e 8
THE YEARS OF PREPARATION: 1874-1914 . .. ... ................. 14
THE GREAT WAR AND ITS AFTERMATH: 1915-1919 .......... .. 24
THE YEARS OF PEACE AND RECONSTRUCTION: 1920-1927. . . .. 30
THE PRESIDENCY? 1928-1982, - s i vuvid fv woiidrnnt. okt ol e e 36

The Elder Statesman:
DOMESTIC POLITICS AND THE CHALLENGES TO LIBERTY ... 52

The Elder Statesman:
WAR, PEACE AND FAMINE. . bzt e e S, 58

The Elder Statesman:

FIGHTING THE COLD WAR . . cieam 66
THE PRIVATE MR. HOOVER: . o e e 69
EPILOGIIE . . .o ittt i A e £ ous s e U U e 80
CHRONOLOGY. i wmiorauois b i w5 e s SR i S 82




FrAFTTW i [ By




AL

PREFACE

HERBERT HOOVER : A Personal View

My warm and close friendship with President Herbert Hoover dates back to the
day he visited Washington, shortly after I succeeded to the Presidency.

[ was never among those who held President Hoover accountable for the
cconomic disaster of the late 20’s. And, while I did not see eye to eye with him on
many of the basic domestic and foreign issues, I have held him in high respect as a
devoted public servant and a great humanitarian.

It was in this higher calling that I was moved to invite him back into public
service in the hope that he might resume the task of again feeding the hungry, in
the wake of the frightful devastation visited on so many human keings in many
parts of the world. I yanted to help restore as quickly as possible friend and foe alike
to their normal lives and to peaceful pursuits.

President Hoover did not hesitate, nor did he weigh the matter of personal
convenience and even hardships. He accepted at once. The meeting between him
and me at the White House is now history. His work in feeding the hungry
expressed the care and generosity of all Americans, regardless of political differences.

President Hoover and [ have visited each other frequently and whenever either
of us happened in the neighborhood of the other, we felt free to just drop in.

President Hoover helped in the dedication of the Library in Independence,
Missouri, and I was glad to take part in the dedication of his Library at West

Branch, Iowa. Briefly put, he was my friend and I was his.

WL ANLLY

HARRY S. TRUMAN
INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI
June 1965




