
CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

It is always an arduous job to estimate Jawaharlal, a literary 

versatile whose eminence as an icon in the field of literature and politics 

mesmerizes many. The consummation of Jawaharlal as a  creative writer 

even after his much acclaimed statesmanship reminds one of the 

dexterous pen and ‘trickery words’ he used to convey his notion of man 

and society. Truly, then, the same man wrought sensation in the domain 

of literature by his contributions which were timely, just and humane. It 

would be another difficult task on our part to claim any originality in the 

perspectives of thought in our interpretation. In this work, however, the 

newer point of entry would be, in our belief, the highlighting of the 

humanistic concern of Jawaharlal as a  committed writer. This, indeed, is 

a remarkable trend in his line of thought as a statesman also. Hence, it 

may be maintained that Jawaharlal as a man of letters has aimed at the 

same socialistic goal associated with the well-being of humanity much 

ahead as the statesman in him has done.

The literary works of Jawaharlal, it appears, often lead the reader 

to clear his perception regarding individual and society. According to 

him, the welfare of society lies in the well-being of the individual as both 

are subject to each other. His works echo this ideology showing his exact 

stance as a humanist whose profound belief in man as the measure of all 

things ruled him most. However, Jawaharlal’s equalitarian views are
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i m b u e d  w i t h  s e n s i t i v e n e s s  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  h u m a n  s u f f e r i n g  w h i l e  h e  f e e l s  

t h e  n e e d  o f  l e s s e n i n g  t h e i r  p l i g h t .

T h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  J a w a h a r i a l  a r e  s o l i d l y  g r o u n d e d  i n  h i s  k n o w l e d g e  

o f  t h e  E a s t  a n d  t h e  W e s t  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  i n  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n .  H i s  

e m e r g e n c e  a s  a  t h i n k e r  i n  t h e  m o d e r n i s t  t r a d i t i o n  a l s o  s h o w s  h i s  

u n c o m m o n  v i s i o n  o n  s o c i e t y .  T h a t  v i s i o n  a s  t r a p p e d  i n t o  h i s  c r e a t i v e  

w o r k s  i s  e m b e d d e d  i n  m a n y  a n d  v a r i e d  i d e o l o g i e s  o f  K a r l  M a r x ,  E n g e l ,  

G e o r g e  B e r n a r d  S h a w ,  B e r t r a n d  R u s s e l l ,  G a n d h i j i  a n d  o t h e r s .  

P r o f o u n d l y  m o v e d  b y  t h e  F a b i a n  s o c i a l i s m  o f  S h a w ,  J a w a h a r l a l ’ s  

i n t e n t i o n  w a s  t o  c o n t e x t u a l i z e  i t  i n  I n d i a .  W h i l e  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  c o n c e p t  o f  

s o c i e t y  p r e o c c u p i e d  h i s  i d e a  o f  h u m a n i t y ,  i t  w a s  f u r t h e r  s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  

t h e  r e a d i n g  o f  K a r l  M a r x ’ s  D a s  C a p i t a l  ( 1 8 6 7 ) .  J a w a h a r i a l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

r e j e c t e d  c o m m u n i s m  a s  a n  i d e o l o g y  a s  u n s u i t a b l e  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  I n d i a  

w h e r e  d e m o c r a c y  o n l y ,  a s  a l l  t h e  C o n g r e s s m e n  b e l i e v e d ,  w a s  a  w o r t h y  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  p o l i c y .  A m a l g a m a t i n g  s o c i a l i s m  a n d  d e m o c r a c y ,  

J a w a h a r i a l  c o i n e d  a  n e w  t e r m - d e m o c r a t i c - s o c i a l i s m ,  w h i c h  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  

t o  b e  b e f i t t i n g  s t r a t e g y  t o  l e a d  t h e  n e w l y  a w a k e n e d  n a t i o n .  K e e p i n g  

h u m a n i t y  i n  m i n d  a s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  s i d e  o f  s o c i e t y ,  J a w a h a r i a l  d i d  a l l  t h e s e .  

H e  i s  t h e  c h a m p i o n  o f  h u m a n i t y  f o r  h o l d i n g  u p  t h e  v a l u e  o f  h u m a n  

d i g n i t y  t h a t  f o r m s  t h e  m a j o r  p a r t  o f  h i s  w o r k s .

A g a i n ,  i t  i s  w e l l  t o  r e c a l l  t h a t  a s  a  s t u d e n t  i n  E n g l a n d ,  J a w a h a r i a l  

w a s  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  o b s e r v e  t h e  S i n n  F i e n  M o v e m e n t  o f  I r e l a n d  t h a t  

i m p e l l e d  h i m  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t y  o n  I n d i a  a s  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s  

o f  I r e l a n d  d i d .
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T h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  J a w a h a r l a l  d r e w  f r o m  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g s  e q u i p p e d  

h i m  w i t h  a  u n i q u e  s p i r i t  t h a t  i s  h u m a n e  i n  n a t u r e .  T h u s ,  w i t h  a i l  t h e s e  

a s p e c t s ,  t h e  l i t e r a r y  w o r k s  o f  J a w a h a r l a l  a r e ,  a s  a  w h o l e ,  a n  e n r i c h e d  

e n t i t y  w i t h  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w l y  a w a k e n e d  s o c i a l  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  m a s s e s .  T h e y  s h a r e  a n d  c h e e r  u p  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

I n d i a n s  t h a t  i s  n e w  i n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  r e a l m  o f  t h e  p e r i o d .  T h e  c o l o n i a l  

e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  t h e  p l u r a l i t i e s  o f  I n d i a n  c u l t u r e  a r e  t h e  t w o  s i g n i f i c a n t  

f a c e t s  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  w o r k s  o f  J a w a h a r l a l .  T h e  A u t o b i o g r a p h y  a n d  T h e  

D i s c o v e r y  o f  I n d i a  e m p h a s i z e  t h e s e  a s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  t h a t  p e r i o d .  T h e s e  

t w o  w o r k s  a r e  r e s o n a n t  w i t h  J a w a h a r l a l ’ s  ‘ s e l f  t h a t  m e r g e d  i n  h i s t o r y  

r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  I n d i a n - s o c i a l  s y s t e m .  T h e  p r o b l e m s  h e  u n d e r l i n e s  i n  I n d i a  

a s  a  m a n  w i t h  i n d o m i t a b l e  s c i e n t i f i c  s p i r i t  a r e  c a s t e i s m ,  s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  

r e l i g i o u s  b i g o t r y  e t c .  w h i c h  h i n d e r e d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .

H o w e v e r ,  a s  a  w r i t e r ,  J a w a h a r l a l  o f f e r e d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  a l l  t h e s e  

p r o b l e m s  a d v o c a t i n g  s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  l i f e  a n d  s o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o l e .  

A l t h o u g h  J a w a h a r l a l  w a s  a  d i s c i p l e  o f  G a n d h i j i ,  y e t  h e  r e j e c t e d  s o m e  o f  h i s  

i d e a s ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e m  u n s u i t a b l e  t o  h u m a n e  g r o w t h .  J a w a h a r l a l ,  t h e  

m a n  w i d e l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  a s  a  m a n  o f  s c i e n c e  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  w a s  a w a r e  

o f  G a n d h i ’ s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  p e o p l e .  J a w a h a r l a l ’ s  v i s i o n  o f  a  

m o d e m  I n d i a  o f t e n  c o l l i d e d  w i t h  t h a t  e n v i s a g e d  b y  G a n d h i j i .  T h u s ,  t h e  

u t o p i a n  I n d i a  w a s  t o  G a n d h i j i  a  ‘ R a m a r a j y a ’  w h e r e i n  t h e  u n t o u c h a b l e s  

a n d  t h e  p o o r  w o u l d  e n j o y  e q u a l  p o w e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  w o r k s ,  w h i l e  t o  

J a w a h a r l a l  p o v e r t y  w a s  t h e  o n l y  a  c u r s e  t o  h u m a n i t y ,  a n d  h e  w a n t e d  i t  

r e m o v e d  a i t  a n y  c o s t  f o r  b u i l d i n g  u p  a  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r y .  J a w a h a r l a l ’ s  

l i t e r a r y  w o r k s  r i g h t l y  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  i s s u e s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t h e i r
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s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  s o c i a l  d o c u m e n t s  a r e  i n v a l u a b l e .  I t  i s  c l e a r l y  s e e n  t h a t  

G a n d h i j i ’ s  e m o t i o n a l  s t a n c e  h a s  s o m e h o w  b e e n  o v e r s h a d o w e d  b y  t h e  

r a t i o n a l i s t i c  i m p u l s e  o f  J a w a h a r l a l .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e n ,  J a w a h a r l a l  c r u c i a l l y  

d e a l s  w i t h  s o m e  o f  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  i n  s o m e  o f  h i s  w o r k s .

A p a r t  f r o m  o f f e r i n g  a  c l e a r  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  t i m e s  J a w a h a r l a l  

b e l o n g e d  t o ,  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p a s t  i s  a l s o  i m p r e s s i v e .  W i t h o u t  b e i n g  

a  h i s t o r i a n  i n  t h e  a c a d e m i c  s e n s e ,  J a w a h a r l a l  k n e w  h o w  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  

• f a c t s  o f  t h e  p a s t  o n  h i s  o w n  e v e n  a f t e r  f a c i n g  a  h a r d s h i p  i n  a c q u i r i n g  

r e f e r e n c e  o r  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s .  E v e n  t h e  c r a f t  o f  e p i s t o l a r y  m e t h o d  u s e d  i n  

L e t t e r s  F r o m  a  F a t h e r  t o  M i s  D a u g h t e r  a n d  G l i m p s e s  o f  W o r l d  H i s t o r y  

s h o w  t h e  i n h e r e n t  p a s s i o n  o f  J a w a h a r l a l  w h o s e  a r t  o f  n a r r a t i v i z i n g  h i s t o r y  

h a s  b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d  a s  o b j e c t i v e .

T h e  r i c h  l e g a c y  o f  I n d i a  h a s  b e e n  v i e w e d  a s  s t r o n g l y  i m p l a n t e d  i n  

t h e  p l u r a l i t i e s  o f  c u l t u r e  e x e r c i s e d  b y  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  a g e s ,  

a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  a n a l y s e d  i n  v e r y  s e n s i t i v e  l a n g u a g e  b y  J a w a h a r l a l  i n  T h e  

D i s c o v e r y  o f  I n d i a .  T h e  i n t e r e s t ,  t h u s ,  r e s t s  o n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c u l t u r e  

d e n o t i n g  p l u r a l i t y  i n  i t .  A l t h o u g h  h e  p u r s u e s  t o  a p p r e h e n d  t h a t  d i v e r s i t y ,  

f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  a  f r i e n d l y  w e s t e r n e r ,  l a t e r  h i s  p r i o r i t y  l a y  i n  h e r  

i d e n t i t y  a s  a  u n i q u e  c o u n t r y  s h e l t e r i n g  v a r i o u s  r e l i g i o n s .  A s  a  m a n  o f  

l e t t e r s ,  J a w a h a r l a l  h a s  t r i e d  t o  d e l v e  d e e p  i n t o  t h e  m y s t e r y  t h a t  i s  I n d i a .  

T h u s ,  t h e  l i t e r a r y  w o r k s  o f  J a w a h a r l a l  m a r k  t h a t  e f f o r t  t o  u n d o  t h e  c l o u d  

t o  c l e a r  h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  a b o u t  I n d i a .
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Jaw aharial has given  us a  prose o f a  period that has n o w  reced ed  

into history. His prose is safely nestled into history having direct bearings 

o f politics. S o , the prose h e w rote m ay aptly b e  described as historical- 

political prose. Chronicling the m om entous changes in the socio-political 

scenario in India, Jaw aharlal’s creative w orks are social docum ents 

m arked b y  opulence, clarity o f expression, an d  literary sensibility. A  

nation at its ed g e  o f ch an ge from  a  subjugated into a  liberated o n e  has 

b een  presented b y  Jaw aharial as a  prose writer. Thus, as a  m an  o f letters 

Jaw aharial looked for fresh aven u es w herein he could  portray this 

nation’s aspiration, justifiably putting aside th e elem ents detrim ental to  

hum an civilization.

In the foregoing chapters different talents o f Jaw aharial as a  literary 

versatile h ave been  brought forw ard with an  en d eavo u r to  v iew  his 

creative works as social docum ents. His range o f thought, interest etc. are 

understood in the diverse genres o f literature he prod uced exhibiting his 

preoccupation with society in its totality. H ow ever, Jaw aharlal’s view s on 

nationalism w ere not confined to India only, it w as b eyon d  the narrow 

id ea o f the subject in his treatm ent. S o , his fam e as the ‘citizen o f the 

w orld ’ rests on  the w ider periphery o f nationalism , taking his reader 

b eyon d  the w all o f India. His know ledge, vision an d  the like kn ow  n o  

limit an d  b y  transform ing his thoughts into lan guage Jaw aharial proves 

his standing as a  m odernist,

W eilding the problem s o f identity in linguistic expression, m ainly 

during the colonial regim e, Jaw aharial grappled with the consciousness



161

that was a  deliberation on India’s part. Treatment of it done in a  masterly 

way epitomizes his strength as a creative writer besides enabling one to 

understand him as a  radical and thoughtful visionary.

Embarked upon a deep study of both the East and the West, 

Jawaharlal reflected the thoughts of either in his literary works. Thus, 

Jawaharlal’s thoughts of variegated modes enlighten the reader. The 

formative part of Jawaharlal’s life spent in London helped him have a 

perception of the motherland, while his attachment to her grew more and 

more, and this has been echoed in An Autobiography and The Discovery 

of India. But the tone we notice in both the works is not the same. The 

‘self’ as a  construct comes to the surface in the Autobiography wherein 

the ‘other’, India, is a rediscovered entity although it has been 

geographically as well as culturally in existence since five thousand years.

The letters and speeches of Jawaharlal are revealing of his standing 

as a  man who could inspire the nation with his poetic imagination. The 

epistles show his humane side while the oratory establishes him as a  rebel 

and a  statesman characterized with a  flair for freedom. They, in fact, are 

additions as particular literary taste to his creativity.

The present work, hence, tires to determine Jawaharlal as a  man 

of letters for mirroring the above aspects in his creative oeuvre. Further, 

widely hailed as the advocate of ‘scientific humanism’, Jawaharlal is 

again the true voice of the human cause whose just depiction of crucial 

times a nation experiences, projects his literature as well crafted, 

authentic social documents.
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C h a p t e r  I  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  l i f e  a n d  s k e t c h e s  o f  J a w a h a r i a l  r e f l e c t i n g  

t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  f a c t o r s ,  l u m i n a r i e s  t h a t  s h a p e d  h i m  a s  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o f  t h e  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .

C h a p t e r  I I  h a s  t h o r o u g h l y  d i s c u s s e d  J a w a h a r i a l  a s  a n  a u t o b i o g r a p h e r  

w h o s e  c r e d i t  a s  a n  u n c o n v e n t i o n a l  o n e  h a s  s p r u n g  f r o m  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

t h e  ‘ s e l f  a n d  ‘ s u r r o u n d i n g ’ .  S p o n t a n e o u s  l i t e r a r y  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  r e a l l y  

s u g g e s t i v e  o f  h i s  l i t e r a r y  v e r s a t i l i t y ,  w h i l e  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  n a t u r e  

i m p a r t s  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  t a s t e  t o  t h e  A u t o b i o g r a p h y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  J a w a h a r i a l  a s  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  w o r k  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  i n  

d e t a i l  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e  a i m  o f  t h i s  w o r k ,  y e t  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  

t o t a l l y  a v o i d e d  a s  i t  h a s  b e e n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  a t t e n t i o n  t o  b o t h  

t h e  s i d e s  o f  J a w a h a r l a l ’ s  p e r s o n a l i t y  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w o u l d  r e m a i n  

i n c o m p l e t e .  T h e  A u t o b i o g r a p h y  i s  i t s e l f  a  s a g a  i n  I n d i a n  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  

s i n g i n g  m a n y  s o n g s  o n  t h e  a u t o b i o g r a p h e r ’ s  v a r i e d  i n t e r e s t s .

C h a p t e r  I I I  c h r o n i c l e s  J a w a h a r i a l  a s  a  h i s t o r i a n  w h o s e  p r o j e c t i o n  o f  

h i s t o r y  i s  n o t i c e d  a s  a  d i f f e r e n t  o n e  f r o m  t h e  E u r o - c e n t r i c  m o d e  a d o p t e d  

b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  h i s t o r i a n s .  J a w a h a r i a l  h a s  n a r r a t e d  h i s t o r y  f r o m  t h e  

‘ M a r x i s t ’  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  r o l e  o f  m a n  w i t h o u t  r o m a n t i c i z i n g  

t h e  p a s t .  H e  i s  a  h i s t o r i a n  o n  h i s  o w n  m e r i t .

C h a p t e r  I V  h a s  d i s c u s s e d  J a w a h a r l a l ’ s  s t a n d i n g  a s  a n  e p i s t o l a r i a n  

w h o s e  e m i n e n c e  a s  s u c h  h a s  e m a n a t e d  f r o m  h i s  p o w e r  o f  w r i t i n g  e x p r e s s i v e  

l e t t e r s .  A g a i n ,  p u t t i n g  t h e  l e t t e r s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  o n e  g e t s  t h e  i d e a  o f  I n d i a ’ s  

s t r u g g l e ,  t h u s  s u s t a i n i n g  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e m  a s  s o c i a l  d o c u m e n t s .
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C h apter V  has discussed Jaw aharlal as a  prose writer w herein his 

style o f writing has been  analysed. Despite the subjective m od e of 

writing, Jaw aharlal, it has b een  seen, has m aintained an  objective stance 

an d  it gives us a  true account o f the events narrated in his literary works. 

B esides, his im agination w ed d ed  to reality m akes his oeuvre an 

interesting reading. T h e treatm ent o f self, nature, history, art, culture, 

politics an d  the like show s his pow erful literary acum en. T h e 

incorporation of the description of nature oft an d on  rem inds us o f his 

bon d with her that m esm erizes the read er conveying a  sense o f pure jo y.

T o  conclude, it m ay be said that this is not the ending o f our 

discussion on Jaw aharlal as a  m an of letters. In fact, throughout the 

discussion it has b een  kept in m ind that Jaw aharlal’s resources w ould  

alw ays invite the reader an d the critic to  treat them  in an exhaustive 

m anner that w ould  certainly accelerate tem po to the n eed  o f the debate 

goin g on.

Jaw aharlal, w e  strongly believe, w ould  alw ays prom ote serious 

critical attention as a  writer. T h e sam e encom ium  h e is enjoying as a  m an 

o f letters in the liberal hum anist tradition, it is believed, he w ould  receive 

even  in the non-analytical perspectives. T h e continuous delight 

Jaw aharlal takes in observing m an an d  society in their totality either as a 

statesm an or as a  m an of letters w ould  alw ays inspire the critic in his 

futuristic attem pt to  ju d g e  him as a  prolific writer.


