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The President of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, is happy to know that the
Mangaldai College is celebrating the concluding ceremony of its Golden Jubilee
Celebrations during December 6-8, 2003.

The President extends his warm greetings and felicitations to the teachers,

students and the staff and hopes that the Coliege will sirive to provide quality
education. The President also wishes the Celebrations al! success.

PRESS SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

It was during the time of vetern principal Sri Probodh Ch. Goswami same time in
the year of 1971, the Faculty of Education was instituted under the pioneering Lecturer Dr.
Suchitra Kakati. But she left the college and joined her new assignment in the same capacity
in Pragjyotishpur College in Guwahat towards the end of 1971. Then Lecturer Mr. Jagannath
Sarmah, B. Sc., M. A., B.Ed. joined this college in 1972 and took the responsibility of Headship

of the department of Education, Mangaldai College.

Again towards the beginning of 1972 i.c. in the month of March Dr. H.C. Deka joined
as a lecturer in the Department. Gradually the new faculty had gained wide popularity among
the students. At a dme the department had morning, day and night shift classes. Since 1972
to 1992 both lecturer Sarmah and Deka served this department with their benevolence and
utmost  sincerely.

It was only in 1992, the department widened its wings by introducing Major Classes
in T.D.C. level. The result of Major students are uniformly brilliant. Since 1992 three students
have been able to secure 1st class in T.D.C. part -II examination and there is cvery hope

.
\

ot getting 1st class by two of our students this year also. qeam TR

fSerg />¢0

Y5@>-3009




It is a great pleasure to mention that lecturer Miss. [Kunjalata Baruah, who was a student

of this department, could secure 1st class 1st position with Gold Medal for the session 1998/
99 in the Master's degree examination of Guwahati University.

It was during the principalship of Dr. Lokeswar Nath, the department could raised its
head by having a scperate department with a well equiped laboratory of its own.

In the jubilee year of 2003, i/c, Principal Dr. H.K. Goswami also had extended a financial
help of purchasing laboratory instruments and to raise a Departmental library. The new
instruments and books worth of Rs.44,908.00 (Fourty four thousand Nine hundred eight only)
have been purchased. The Department has on Education instituted in the year of 1993 under
the able guidance of Dr. H.C. Deka. Every year, the Association organizes Seminars,

Discussions, Get-together and educational tours for the co-caricular development of the &
students.

The present structure of the staff pattern of the department is as under :-

Lecturer :

ik Dr. HC. Deka, M.A,, Ph.D, L.LB.
Head of the Department.

2., Mrs. Babita Sarmah, M.A.

3 Mrs. Usha Rani Deka, M.A.

4, Miss. Kunjalata Baruah, M.A., B.Ed.

Bearer :

Dr. H.C. Deka
Head of the Deptt of Educaton

SPE 52009
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Editorial ,_

ir.h the establishment of Mangaldai College in 1951 the door of higher education in Darrang
dictice s opened with hopes and desire. The college came into being fifty two years back under
: ' the initiative and drive of late Amiva Bhushan Basgupee LS, tie e SHEOERE Gl L
;aul)-Dl\'lsi()n and the enlightened people of the district. Subsequently the Govt. of Assam was pleased to
include this college in Arts Section under the deficit system of grant with effect from 1962-1963. But science
faculty was introduced in the vear 1966-67. The institution having been started with sixty students, fifty two ;
;-'L'(II'S lJﬂck, hiis ot e rE1U;JS:lI1L[ five hundred students in its [,;-;II and cigh[}’ five IC:IC]1'..,-r5; at present. 'j\'( W
ithas gained the status of onc of the beautiful colleges in Assam with charming environmental surroundings.

Mangaldai college has led the district towards many sided development by setting examples of
har.d\\-'m‘k Wscani] development, offering scope for learning and producing men capable of undertaking
nation-building activities from the beginning, Now the College has achieved a satisfactory stage of learning
l;)}_ thejoitit effort of the Cove and the public which paves the wav for making theirs institution an ideal one
l‘nrhighcr education. The college had celebrated its Silver Jubilee in 1976 with pride and glory in a befitting
manner,

Mangaldai College has completed 50th vear in September, 20, 2001, Since then, the college has been
cdcbrnring Golden Jubilee with various programmes. The last phase of the programme commences on
6.12.03. The prospect and development of Mangaldar College has been delineated in the articles written by
[]‘m I'ix-principnl late Purandan Sarma, Iix-principal Sri Prabodh Ch. Goswami, Sri Prabhat Ch. Sarma, Dr.
N‘ng{.‘ndm Nath Sarma and other contributors of this Golden Jubilee's Souvenir to highlight the past history
of the college as well as the ¢fforts made by the Govt. and the educationists of Mangaldar arca.

We had to bring out the Souvenir within a very short period of time. We are handicapped mainly by
the cost of printing and non-reccipt of articles in time. So, we are very much thankful to the Chairman Sn
Bisanta Das. MLA. Dr. HK. Gossari. Principal & Sccretary, Prot. A.C. Sarma, Jt. Sceretary, and Dr. AL
Hoque, treasurer of the Golden Jubilee Celebration Committee, Mangaldai College who have extended
their helping hands in bringing out the publication of the Souvenir by providing necessary funds and valuable
suggeestions,
| We are also thankful to the Advisors, Chairman and other members of the Souvenir subcommittee
for their help and co-operation in bringing out the Souvenir in time. We convey our especial thanks to Prof.
M. Borthakur. Prof. D Baruah, Prof. B.K. Medhi, and Sri Prof. S. Sahariah for their helpful works and
suggestions and also to our students Sei . Sahariah and M. Sahariah for preparation of manuscripts.

We expressont diskfulnese gratitude to the contributors, for their valuable articles to the Souvenir,
[Further, we are especially indebted to those who have responded to our appeals for messages, good wishes
and advertisement. -

We are also thankful to our collcagues for their kind help and the proprictor and workers of the B.S.
Publications, Zoo-Road Tiniali, Guwahati for their sincere co-operation in bringing out the souvenir in time.,

We may kindly be excused for our omission and commussion on our part in bringing out the Souvenir
nspite of our sincere effort to avord them. Lastly, we prav to God for glorious future of our beloved
Institution, Mangaldai College.

LONG LIVE MANGALDAI COLLEGE

MUR. Medhr, Chiet Fditor

Mangaldas
B Sail‘l'i‘l;l‘ | ':lil[t "

December 6, 2003
Mangaldai

College
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Mangaldai College : Past and Present

Dr. H.K. Goswami
Principal, 1/C
Mangaldai College, Mangaldai

ESfﬂbliSth in 1951, Mangaldai and assured the meeting that I
in the beginning of the would present the people of Mangaldai with

fifties of the last century, an Intermediate Arts College within that year.

- Mangaldai College is one [ set about the task of collecting funds, which
e of the first grade was the first and foremost step towards the
\ § | Colleges of Assam, fulfilment of my promise. In this matter, I had

having completed fifty the fullest co-operation of  my official
—1 two years of its glorious

existence with significant
contributions to the academic and cultural life
of the State. It was through the pioneering
and untiring efforts of late Amiya Busan
Dasgupta, 1.AS., Sub-Divisional Officer (Civil)
Mangaldai, a sensitive mind with a profound
sense of social commitment, backed by the

colleagues, the most enterprising and active
being my senior E.A.C. Shri Sarat Chandra
Barua, and some leading members of the
public. We ran from one end of the Sub-
Division to the other collecting funds and the
response from the people was spontancous.
Within a short space of time, we collected

a sizeable fund which paved a strong base for
unstinted support and sympathetic concern of start of the College...." ("The Birth of

the leading cidzens of Mangaldai, that the Mangaldai College" complied by A.B.
College came to be formally inaugurated on Dasgupta, .A.S., Silver Jubilee Souvenir, 1976,
the 20th September, 1951. It was resolved by P-12)
the Public of Mangaldai that the institution

be named "Mangaldai Intermediate Arts
College".

The first admission into Mangaldai
Intermediate  Arts College took place on
September 10, 1951 and very soon the number

Recollecting the proceedings of the first
public meeting held on 25.6.51 for the estab-
lishment of a College at Mangaldai, A.B.
» Dasgupta wrote: "..1, in my presidential speech
<\ told the meeting that it was quite within the commenced and other Colleges of Assam

rangc of possibility to have a College at started functioning in the usual way. Since

of students increased to sixty including five
girls in the first year [LA. class. No student
was admitted in the second year class.

[n the meantime, the new session had
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there was hardly any time to appoint regular
teachers, a few lawyers of the Mangaldai Bar
and two teachers of Mangaldai Government
High School, volunteered to teach the subjects
of their interest. Late Jiban Chandra Sarma,
an office assistant of Mangaldai Local Board,
came forward to look after the College office
while the chair of the founder Principal was
adorned by Late Purandar Sarma, M.A., BL.,
a leading political personality and a lawyer,
who served the College for long nine years
as honorary Principal. The subjects taught in
the infant institution were: English, Assamese,
Bengali, Persian, Civics, History, Logic and
Sanskrit, '

The first batch appeared in the LA.
.examjnatioﬂ in 1953 and twelve students
including one girl passed. The percentage of
Pass was 34.4. Three students passed in the
ﬁ_l'Sf division another three in the second
division and the rest in third division. Shri
Siba Prasad Rajkhowa was one of the first
batch students to sccure first division. He
became a lawyer after passing M.A., in English
and LL.B. examination. Sri Rajkhowa joined
the Assam Judicial Service. Later on, he was
appointed as Judge of the Hon'ble Calcutra
High Court. Another student of the same
batch, Sri Tapeswar Sarma, joined the Assam
Civil Service (A.C.S.) after passing B.A.
examination. He served the Government of
Assam in various capacities till his retirement
as Director of "Char" Development, Govt. of
Assam.

In 1953 the name of the College was
changed from Mangaldar  Intermediate Arts
College to Mangaldai College. In the same
vear, the Governing Body of the College
resolved to upgrade the College into a degree
College. However, the resolution could not be
materialized till 1959. It was only in 1969 that
admission into the third year BA. class took place.
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On 1.3.56, the College was shitted to
its own building at the present site, which is
2 k.m. away from the town towards the west.
The Revenue Department, Government of
Assam, alloted in 1953, a plot of V.G.R. land
measuring 50 bighas by the side of the North
Trunk (now N.H. 52) Besides, the college
received another 40 bighas of adjacent low
land by the side of the Mangaldoi river from
the Government.

In 1958, the Government
sanctioned a monthly recuring grant of Rs.
1000.00(One thousand) only. This was the
first Government aid for the College. In 1960,
the College received  affiliation of the Gauhati
University up to B.A. level. Mangaldai College
was brought under dificit grant-in-aid by the
Government wee.f. 1.4.1962. In 1965, Honours
coursed were opened inAssamese and Political

od Assam

Science, Science stream was opened ar the
Pre-University level in 1966 and in the degree
level in 1968. Mangaldai College was able to
receive the first UGC grant  in September,
1966.

Mangaldai College was a healthy
seventeen vear old institution when [ joined
the teaching statf of the College as a lecrurer
in History on october, 24, 1968. Shri Probodh
Chandra Goswami M.A., B.T., was the
principal (1966-77). No Principal ever gave
more devoted and unstining service that Sri
Goswami did. During his tenure, Silver Jubilee
of the College was celebrated i December,
1976, in a befitung manncr.

Starting from a very humble beginning
in 1951, the College has grown mto a full-
fledged nstitution of higher learning with a
staff strength of 128 (85 teaching sttt and
43 support staft), the college ofters almost all

traditional courses in Arts and Science-
seventeen at the Major level and one at the
post graduate level. It caters to over 2200
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Rural Development (SIRD)  Assam, is
organizin Motaaton Camps among  the

students of "-"_: C."':‘;; for parting guidance
for self -cmplovment schemes. Computer
education has heen inmoduced in the college
laboragon UATA intotech. A women
studies RL‘S;‘.‘;'.‘C’.‘. t-c’_'_ has been established 1

the College to studv the problems relating to
women.. Besides, the College is going to start
a center for empowerment of women where
female students of the College are to be
trained in various self-employment schemes.

There 15 a research culture amongst the
teacher ot the College. Twenty teachers of the
college qualified for the degree of Doctor of
Philosophv (Ph.D.) so far. Another fourteen
teachers qualified for the Master of Philosophy
M. Phil) degree. Twelve teachers are currently
engaged in research projects, of which, four
are sponsored by the UGC.

The College is able to offer a rich
varietv of facilides to its students. Several co-
curricular actvities, extension work in various
areas, sports and cultural programmes, an
agricultural farm, fish ponds, College canteen
and co-operative store., NCC (including a

gils'wing) and  NSS, make college life in
L\lnn‘u{.lhlui College a pleasant and memorable
experience for its alumni.

The greenery, the trees and the lawns
of the College campus instil in every student
of the College a feeling for nature and the
environment.

Mangaldai College had completed 50th
year on September 20, 2001. Since then, the
College has been celebrating Golden Jubilee
with various programmes. The first and the
second phases have been completed
successfully. The third and the last phase
commences on 6.12.03.

The Mangaldai College Golden Jubilee
Celebration Committee (MCGJCC) was formed
in a public meeting held on 24.11.01 with Sri
Basanta Das MLA as Chairperson, Dr. HK.
Goswami, Principal-in-charge of the College
as Secretary, Sri A.C. Sarma M. Sc. as Joint
Secretary and Dr. A. Hoque as Treasurer.

The MCGJCC, with the help of the
public of Darrang district in general, and the
staff and students of the College in particular,
have left no stone unturned to make the
Golden Jubilee of the College a grand success.

On the occasion of the Golden Jubilee,
several political personalities, individuals and
organisations have offered financial assistance,
donations in cash and kind. The Mangaldai
College fraternity would remain grateful to all
of them.

Long live Mangaldai College!
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QUESTION OF DEVELOPMENT & EMPOWERMENT
(A talk to Assamese Students in Delhi University)
37st January, 1998

Onc thing that
worried Mahatma

Gandhi most, and which
worries thinking people
now is the human costs

_O{ specialization and division of labour. While
It has no doubt increased the level of skall,
whether physical or mental, it has also led to
the dnngcr of blind specialization to the
neglect of everything else. In the field of
If‘ﬁming it either leads to the construction of
self-enclosed systems of concepts that need
ng external checking and that proliferates at
will. In the West there is a growing uneasiness
regarding the problem. For example scientists
have srarted wondering about what is called
the “popular understanding of science”, where
the self-perception of science is placed against
PL‘rCcplinn of 1t by the popular mind. That
IS a useful  exercise in self-discipline, a
safeguard against snobbery, and an insurance
against the disasters of power attached to
knowlcdgc. But our academic elite are stll so
enchanted with knowledge, the main ideas of
which are still being produced in the west,
that such critical self-awareness is often
confused with journalistic vulgarizaton.
Though knowledge always tends to

universal genceralizations 1t carries within 1t
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traces of its local context. Hence ideas born
in western contexts are often inapplicable in
the Eastern situations, or applicable with
heavy costs. For example, the “big dams™ that
western science had conceived in efforts to
control resources of nature in mega-projects
resulted in Dniperstroy dam in the Soviet
Union, the Aswan High Dam of Egypt, and
the big dams of India. As Arundhoti Roy has
demonstrated recently in India these, instead
of uplifting the lot of the poor and
marginalized, have pushed them over the
brink of desttution into beggary or death-
hundreds of thousands of them some cases.
Overnight small farmers became landless
labourers, It is not ¢nough to say that such
dams are products of inhuman modern science.
Rather, this sort of scientific thinking is
prograimmed to envisage Interests of the
affluent and powerful, and neglect the interests
of the poor and the deprived. 1 think
Arundhoti Roy in her articles has done a
signal service by looking at the claims of
modern technology with the eves of its
victimes.

Now the question betore us in Assam
ts what price development? Do, we as carnest
and passionate students of modern science,

technology and human e¢ngincering, promote
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a kind of science that empowers the people
through development? Or is it just development
regardless of the fate of the common people
resident in Assam? Are our sciences adapted
to our needs, or do we believe that as people
in the frontiers of learning we have no reason
to look back at our laggard brethren? In that
case, in our keen desire to apply science in
our hunger for development, we may not
notice whether these serve the interest of the
common people.

Let me choose a few samples at random
the North [ast, a wvaluable
publication of your group. Here is eminent
journalist and author BG Verghese talking
about opening up old transit routs for products
of this region:

“When we talk of liberalization and
globalization, we forget that the North East
had perhaps one of the most globalised states-
Assam. Tea, Oil, Coal etc. came down the
Brahmaputra to Calcutta port and then to the
world market. Thus, globalization was nothing

trom IFocus:

new, but after partuon it was isolated and cut
off of our poor relation
Bangladesh, Tibet and Mvanmar”.
The observaton is just and correct. But
it scems to miss one thing. The thriving
economy of the North East in those days was
of poor help to the common people in Assam

because with

who swelled the ranks of Congress volunteers
agitating against British rule. Globalization
cven 1n those days served the imperialist
powers more. And if today globalization is
again advocated in terms of dismantling
barriers to easy transmission of goods across
international borders, we have to make sure
that indigenous producers and traders really
benefit from the step. And that cannot take
place through unhindered freedom of market
ff)]'CCS.

Consider again the problem of financing

development in Assam  where returns on

investment may not be immediate and large.
As Ajay Kumar, Deputy Secretary Home, has
written:

“The credit deposit ratio for Assam is
presently around 39 percent as against the All
India figure of around 62 percent indicating
large unutlized funds available with the
banks”. (Industrial Resurgence in Assam”)

Now it is obvious that such funds are
perhaps not lying unutilized in Assam. Rather
they are being udlized elsewhere. And that is
market logic. Unless the free market is
supplemented or modified by other institutions
and approaches, unless banks agree to act as
mid-wife to regional development, the
indigenous population is not likely to profit
much from the existence of such resources.

Unemployment is the major economic
problem for the people of Assam according
to both scholarly studies and popular
perception. Since government employment now
appears wasteful and unproductive, self-
employment schemes are the need of the
hour.

But such schemes by their very existence
cannot ensure success. According to Dr. Jayanta
Madhayv, many of these schemes are mired in
corruption, and rate of recovery of loans
under such schemes is 15-18 percent only.
(Development Financing in North-East). The
scandal is decades old and yet nothing can
be done to remedy it under the present
political system. Again according to the same
expert the development financing institutions’
share in the North-cast is not more then half
percent of the nationally sanctioned amount
of Rs. 80,000 crores in 1997-98. Nor do they
provide working capital to
entreprencurs. Now what we are to do about

struggling

this? Are we to accept this as a given fact
or demand reform of rules and institutions?
And how can such demands be concluded it

the market logic dominates every economic
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decision? If, however, decisions are taken at
the political level centrally there may not be
Ay noticeable improvement in the situation.
The logical outcome is that the people who
are to be bencficiaries must be able to control
such decisions,

I?r- Jayanta Madhav, who combines
thf:ort‘rtlcal understanding with rich practical
expe_rlence, tries to delve into reasons for the
C-Ommuing under development. He offers the
following  reason,

. “..North-east is essentially a tribal
iz{i]ler‘}' hn\ring.the Brahmaputra and Barak

HEYS, even in these valleys we see the
t':XlS.tel‘lCL‘ of some of the traits of a tribal
society,

A tribal society is normally characterized
by subsistence production and barter trade in
lhc‘ absence of marketable surplus there 1s no
sying and  hence no investment. lLack of
f:*ntreprencurial skill is another dimension of
£

Now the account takes no notice of the
fact that colonialism, while it promoted certain
[)PCS. of growth, also deformed growth in
ceriin other ways. For example the enclave
cconomy of the “tea industry” and this kind
of globalization going what colonialism
Prevented the growth of those industries in
Assam  (like textiles) which had the best
potential for growth. Old handicrafts of Assam
had a substantial demand outside Assam and
exports to Tibet in the 18th Century amounted
to Rs. 20,000 per annum cven in the time
of decay. But in colonial times this energy
:l_nc;l enterprise by the
D“Pﬁ‘ﬂdtncy syndrome. In popular perception
the Sircar of the Raj became the Maai Baap.
Now the centre occupies that place. As the
survey by Deep Focus North East found out
N Assam,

‘We asked the people, who do they
think would help solve the present issues of

were replaced
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this region? While ranking the options, the
people mostly imposed faith in the Central
Government. What seems to be interesting
here is the people’s “Yes” to the Centre’s
capacity vis-a-vis this long cherished perception
of Delhi’s neglect”. (An Analysis of a survey
on socio-cconomic, political scenario of

Assam).
But is there any contradiction berween

the two? The people were brought up to
believe in the authorities as the source of all
important decisions aftecting their lives. They
ceased to meet their needs through their own
initiatve as more and more the market and
the government met them. A sort of apathy
to public concerns developed. Earlier there
was what was known as Raijia Haj-"public
or community work”™ which included
community ploughing, community fishing,
building or roads, repairing embankments ctc.
All that slowly disappeared. All important
left the Sahibs before
and to centre after

decisions  were to

independence
independence. The Indian state became in
large measure a successor to the  colonial
state, different in degree rather than kind, as
far as this dependency syndrome is concerned.
Democracy in the sense of self-government
remained stunted for long.

Hence the government’s roie in undoing
the effects of under development and
promoting take-off into sclf-sustained growth
was important in the context of Assam and
the North-East. But the government should
not have been what it became government
from above. Hence both political power and
expert knowledge became divorced from the
needs and aspirations of the people. "Two
other instances may be cited here. The system
of embankments as the sole solution to the
problem of periodical floods was a product
of this kind of alicnated thinking. It led to

cutting off our ficlds from a vital source of
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renewal of soft less (Palas in Assamese) soil
line loses brought by floods choking fields
with heavier silt and sand, depletion of
natural fisheries and drying up of Bils ever-
present danger of devastating floods in case
of breaches to embankments, rising of the
river-bed making it less navigable, and so on.
But those evils did not hit people between
the eyes untl they reached crisis proportions.
Because both administration and expert
knowledge did not care to got to the people
and get feedback from them.

Then there is the neglect of water ways.
Before 1917, the major avenues of long
distance were water ways rather than roads.
But bullock carts came to Assam only in the
19th century with expanding roads. Earlier,
roads were fewer. But river transport had been
equally common and customary. But that was
wrongly seen as a sign of backwardness, its
advantage were not seen, and roadways were
regarded as an index of development. Hence
cheap and easy means of transport were
neglected. While demanding roadways have
not been useless, these have brought much
greater benefits to traders and suppliers with
roots outside the state.

The model of development that prevailed
neglected the crucial question of local, regional
empowerment and rage against that has been
basic issue. Knowledge alicnated from the
people served the needs of forces and agencies
over whom the people had no control. The
Shukla Commission appears to have been the
first official agency to have put at the centre
of planning the concerns of the local people
and feedback from them. But since even the
state government was manned by people who
had a different mental orientation, its
recommendations were still born. Now there
1s talk of a Kerala type planning involving
people at the grass roots. But unlike Kerala
with its radical traditons in Assam society is
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dominated by the affluent gentry, the
contractors, the bureaucrats and the political
class. It is unlikely that they will surrender
their power of decision making to the people.
(Informaton industry growing on a weak
industrial base may lead to imbalance and
crisis).

It is all very well to talk about the people.
But unless we are careful we shall find vested
interest arrogating to themselves the right to
speak for the people.

So we can provisionally mean by the
work ‘people’ primarily the labouring classes
with pride in their regional heritage and
aspirations for a better tomorrow. But the
class element is not so strong in the regional
societies of the North east as the colonial
economy segregated the labouring classes like
the tea garden labour from the indigenous
cthnic groups; and as the middle-class
established political and cultural hegemony to
construct various national and sub-national
identities that prevailed over class
consciousness. But this kind of national
identities failed to provide the labouring people
the means to develop them selves, as it was
geared more to enrichment of the middle-
class. Secondly, this kind of homogenizing
national identity not only marginalised
unassimilated ethnic and tribal groups, but
also induced a deep sense of hostility between
the privileged central group and the
marginalised peripheral groups. At present this
is a source of incessant internecine conflict
and division in the North east, setting off
reactions of either Fascistic repression or
separatist revolts that might bring in their train
similar kinds of repressive regimes.

Dr. BN. Bordoloi in his monograph,
Land Alienation Among Tribal Peoples of the
North-East (1991) brought to light certain
interesting facts. Almost all the major industrial
ventures in the state sector in Assam had been
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at the expense of tribals. As those ventures
were set up in tribal belts, the belts shrank
in size, and tribal settlers uprooted. They did
not receive compensation for their land even
two three decades after eviction. Now these
industries promised advancement and
development. But apparently what happened
to the tribals were kept out of consciousness
of planners and developers of the government
because tribals had no voice and no influence
in the decision-making process. Even the new
consciousness about regional under
development in the NE region kept such
tribals at the margin of such regional identites.

What are we doing to check there
dangerous trends? Are we trying to build a
more democratic tolerant, co-operative society?
Yes, we are talking a lot today about
“samanvay” or synthesis but the pattern of
synthesis we have in mind is hegemonic
something unacceptable to the deprived,
underprivileged groups. In Assam there is a
renewed emphasis on the asserton of an
Aryan origin for Assamese culture as though
it has been a matter of conquest, suppression
and forced assimilation. The Brahmins have
started to use their clan names to stress their
affinity to North India. There is a reaction
among the non-Aryan tribes to seck their
affinites elsewhere. The regional society is on
the verge of disintegration into several parallel
cultural lines that never meet whereas both
our present situation and past history strongly
indicate an endeavour to collaborate and co-
operate. But such co-operation cannot be one
sided and unequal. A painful question : How
many Assamese students rally to the defence

their tribal and Mongoldoi brethren when they
are neglected or insulted in Delhi “Chinks”
or “Chinkies”?

The educated middle-class
developed a culture of individual self help
and career advancement, where such painful
and disturbing questions are not allowed to
arise. So the queston before us is what sort
of society and culture we propose to build
up in Assam so that such issues may be
confronted and settled on a source basis?

It is such ideas and ideals of government
from above- whether from Delhi or from
Dispur- that has led to a sense of fuulity and
desperaton. The only solution naturally is
found in mundless revolt, in militancy. Militancy
is a natral reacdon when intellecrually we
fail to grasp the problem of social and ethnic
injustice with our intellectual tools and address
tools. It tries to

have

it with our administrative
wipe the slate clean and begin again and in
trying to wipe the slate clean it does much
else that does not fit into its aims or
objectives. The links between Assam and the
rest of the country, the frecedom movement
that united India, the links between different
tribes and ally groups, are all obliterated,
leading to much confusion. Again by trying
by force to re-write history that it considers
shameful, it resorts to thoughtless violence.
But we must never forget that this violence
is the bastard child of the state and of the
knowledge that have no gone much beyond
the autocratic colonial state and failed to
democratize itself. The unacknowledged sins
of parents manifest themselves in outrages

committed by their offspring,

Dr. H. Gobain is a Retd. Prof. of Gaubati University in the Deptt. of English
and a distinguished educationist.
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Oral Jradition

A STUDY FROM THE INDIAN PARADIGM

he tradition which
is transmitted orally
1s known as oral
tradiuon. All the ereatons
back to written rtradition

were oral, e, all these were
transmitted orally. In the Indian context it 1s evident
that the wrtten wadidon was started n the 3rd
century, B.C., during the reign of emperor Ashoka,
the Grear, through his inscriptions and edicts meant
for the Propagaton of Buddhism. Prior to these
inscriptions and cdicts all the Indian creations were
transmitted orally and as such these may be termed
as oral wraditions. iven the hymns of the [ edas,
texts ot the Upanisadas, of the Brabmanas, of the
Ramayana-NMabablbarata of the Gita, as well as the
texts of Astadhyayi of Pamni, the texts of the
Natya-Sastra ot Bharatamuni were handed  down
orally generanon after generation.

According to the western scholars orality is
the only criterion of folklore or verbal art and
hence all the oral creations of the Indian sages,
Saints and Scers would be folklore, The texts of
the Bible were also handed down orally. Similarly,
the texts of the Korana were originally transmitted
orallv. Can we call these oral creatuons folklore or
a part of folklorez There are twenty one definitions
of Tolklore in the book enutled  Ditionary of
Folklore, Mythology and  fwend in which  thirteen
defimuons have given emphasis on orality.

Prior to the writien raditon or we may say
oral socicty, the channels of informaton were oral,

As such, all the oral ereations cannot be termed
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as folklore, Further more, these oral creations, 1e.,
hymns of the [edas and the Upanisada, the
Brabmanas, wexts of the Ramayana, of the Mababharata,
of the Gita, of the Bibde, of the Korawa, arc
attributed to various sages, scers, poets and proph-
ets, as such these cannot be rermed as tolklore
or verbal art, since, the materials of  folklore
partcularly verbal arts are not artribured to par-
ticular sophisticated  poet  or writer, they are
supposed to be anonymous. As such, all oral
creations cannot be termed as folklore trom the
Indian  Paradigm.

The word ie., Sabda is regarded as the
Bratuian, cg,, Sabda Brahman. The Indian tradinon
says the “word is world”. The Taittiriva Brabmana
mendons that the word is “imperishable, word 1s
the First born of Truth” (11.8.8.5). The word 1s
infinite, immense beyond all. The Tattineya Brabpan
further says that all the gods, the celesual spirits,
men and animals, live in the word. In the Sabda,
1.e., word all the worlds find their support (11, VII,
VIL4.). The Chandogya-upanisad mentions that the
Sabda  makes known the [edas, the apanisadas, the
Brabmanas, the rituals and the knowledge of all
kinds. Similarly the Sabda makes known heaven and
carth, wind, space, the waters, fire, the Gods, men,
women, animals, birds, grass, and creepers as well
as trees, all animals including worms. msccts as well
as arts. Further more, the Sabda makes known that
is right or wrong, truth and untruth, good and
evil, what 1s pleasing and what is unpleasing. S0
it s clear thar the Sabda makes all these known

Vi1, 1, 1-2).
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The Meda is neither the word of God nor
15 inspired or authored by God. This genre of
creations is the Primordial Swbda. The Veda is
regarded as apanruseya, 1.e., it is not the creation
of any human being. The Sabda may rightly be
considered as the consort of Prajapati, the creator
of the world. The Feda is the Sruti, i.c., the source
of human knowledge. She is the Primordial
mystery combining in herself the three worlds of
tume : past, present, and future (Saraswati : 1997:2).

The Medus are associated with ritual which
may be regarded as virtual realitv. Sacrifice 1s one
of the mmportant rituals. From the Vedic view
point a sacrifice can be explained in the following
way :

“The altar 1s the furthest limit of the carth,
the sacrifice is the world’s centre; Prayer is the
highest heaven where abides the world” (Thid).

A sacrifice or ritual consists of four fold
code which “points beyond what cannot be
expressed in human language. It is in and through
ritual that man deciphers the meaning of his
existence and creates a world where the spirit, man
and matter meet, that is, the devine, the human,
and the material. Forms of ritual vary, but the
basic code remains the same in all cultures” (Ibd).
These codes are  Mantra, Mudra, Dhrani and
vyarabarnfki,

The subtle meaning of sacrifice 1s creation;
hence it is called Srist Yanaja (creauon Sacrifice).
The Srasti Yapna  embodies (a) Solitude  of sclf-
awareness; the performer taking cognizance of
himsclf. (b) Sacrsfice or making a person; perfor-
mance of life crisis rituals; and (¢) integrauon or
unity of all; man, animal, nature, the carth, and
the sky” (Ibid;4).

Although the Anthropologist hold the view
“that man is the creator of knowledge, he is the
measure, of all, he has invented culture.” Burt this
view cannot be accepted without proper scrutiny,
because knowledge proceeds man,” just as mother’s
breast 1s filled with milk before the child is born.
Primeval knowledge 1s self-existent. Only one-
fourth of it 1s revealed. As commonly understood,
human knowledge has multiplied in tme and
space. The Sansktitic cultures claim  that their
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deposit of knowledge consists of 18 classes of
the basic scriptural texts which are the perennial
source ot practically all the learned traditions. of
these the [eda is the root of knowledge, it
revealed itself to the ancient scers who possessed
infinite. wisdom and truth™ (Ibid, 4-5).

Culture 15 considered as deposit of knowl-
edge accumulated in ume. The deposit of cach
culure contains two dimensions, ¢, (a) the
manifest and (b) the unmanifest, the manifest
aspect of culture contains the “Knowledge of
things divinely revealed and humanly discovered,
interpreted. The unmanifest aspect contains  the
beliefs and hopes of what 1s yet to be revealed
or discovered. As such any classification of culture
is based on content and form. But a relauvely
more enduring and valid classification of any
culture can be shown depending on the process
of modes of transmitted through three Principal
modes, c.g, (a) Oral, (b) texwal and (¢) transcen-
dental, Basing on these three modes of transmis-
sion all cultures may be grouped into three basic
tvpes, ¢g, Oral culture, textal cultures and
transcendental culture. Again these three groups of
culture may be termed using the Sanskrite termi-
nology in this wav; (a) Lawkika, (b) Sastriva (c)
narrntika,

(a) Oral culture : This culture 1s transmitted
orally basing on the colleccuve memory of therr
elders. Their entire ways of life are oral, vet thev
funcuon cfficiently and beautifully.

(b) Textual culture : The culture based on
written tradition 15 called texwal  culture.  The
Brahmanic culture 1s based on the reliance m and
the authority of the Sastra, which 1s “the codified
knowledge revealed and subsequently interpreted
and enlarged.” At the nitial stage the seriprural
texts were transmitted orally but  gradually  the
mode and the method ot the transmission changed
in a fundamenral way. The aim of this change was
“to ensure that revealed Sabdas, 1e., words main
tain therr proper orthodoxtes. The Vedic hymns
are recited 1n cight different ways of ordering the
words, called astarekrs. The Nastra was illumined
by a highly developed grammaucal tradivon. All
these which made 10 different from the normal
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transmission of tradition followed in oral culture”
(Ibid; 6). As such the Brahmanic culture cannot
be called oral culture rather it is a texrual culture,
since its “Primal source of knowledge both
theoretical and applied, is the Sastra, the Omnibus
scriptural text” (Ibid; 6-7).

Of course, there are difference berween the
Sastra and the text. The meaning of Sastra may
be given in the following way from the culwral
point of view; “that which governs thought and
behaviour.: Hence it would not be illogical if we
say that there is a connection between the text and
the Saitra.

(c) Transcendental culture : The transcen-
dental culture is based on the culdvaton of
excellence in transcedence, 1e.; in the practce of
nivtta karma. This culture 15 not associated with
Preyas, but 1s associated with Sreyas.

The Brahman, i.c., Absolute Reality is eternal,
the Brahman is regarded as unidentified Sabdatattra,
i.e., word Principle. This absolute Principle has for
reaching impact on the entire grammatical and
linguistuc tradivon of India. “Bhartihan, the great
grammarian, mentions three aspects of the word,
the three stages through which it passes whenever
one speakes, that is, when the word, which is at
first quite internal, is externalised for the purpose
of communicaton™ (Ibid; 8). These are Varkbari
(external form of a word), Madhyama (this stage
is associated chicfty with the mind) and Pasyant
(that 1s seen).

The mystery of g, that is the sacred word,
is unravelled by the spoken word. As such, it is
sure that orality alone is the source of the bast
as well as deep trans temporal power. Anthropo-
logically, the movement from ‘Oral’ to ‘textual’, 10
transcendental seems to be simple and self evident,
but in actual practice this cannot be so. The oral
culture moves from one generation to another or
from the past to the present through spoken word
because of memory. On the other hand; textual
culture does not move,” because the text of the
manifest knowledge is codified and bounded.” Of
course, new texts may be created or new ideas
may be born and thus differennation may also be

made,” but in cach case knowledge is essentially

dialectical or codified.”

The transcendental culture “moves and it
moves not, because there is a logical continuity
berween [aikharr and Madbyama. But once it leads
to  Pasyanti, the ‘Secin® of reality, the wholly
transcedent, there 1s no movement” (Ibid; 9-10).

The difference berween oral and  textual
culture lies in the modes of transmission of
knowledge. These differences are basically physi-
ological rather than morphological. Orality and
textually are interrelated. “The text of the Vedic
hymns revealed 1tself.” This revelation was not the
voice of a human revealer”. The [edus are known
as Srum, 1.¢. which is ‘heard’ rather than the ‘seen’.
What the sages ‘heard’ was transnutted orally epic
is not Srut/ because it 1s a pre-text. As such, oral-
epic does not belong to the realm of the Vedic
tradition of Swti. The oral-cpic may be termed
as a “human document of cvent and characters
which were seen’ (rather than revealed). Whar was
‘seen” by a human ancestor is sull remembered
(Smtr1) and orally transmitted without interrup-
tion”. (Ibid; 17).

Orality cannot be the only criterion of
folklore, since before the nventuon of writing
medium and letter all kinds of knowledge and
experience were transmitted orally. The knowledge
and experience of a scer and that of a cultvator
were also transmitted orally but the reveraton of
a seer cannot be called folklore, since a scer is
never a folk, but a cultvator may be a folk and
his knowledge may be lore.

The definitions of ‘folk” and ‘lore” suggested
by Alan Dundes cannot be accepted without
scrutiny in the Indian context. His defininon goes
thus; “The term ‘folk’ can refer to any group of
people whatsoever who share at least one com-
mon factor” (The study of Folklore, 1965; 2).

In the Indian context all the groups cannot
be termed as folk. A University Professor, or an
LA.S. Officer of a big business man is not a folk.
An LAS. officer will never sing a work song at
the Paddy field, or even he cannot compose a
Nangeli-git sung by cowherds at the open paddy
field. Even a University girl student never sing 2
oral marriage song at the context of marriage
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ceremony held at a village.

An urban clite irrespective of made or
female never tell a tale sitting at the fireplace
sttuated at the corner of the courtyard.

Words like Prakrta janab, Sistajanah, Adirasi,
Kisakal, Siksitah, asikshialy and so on, are continu-
Ing n India from the firstdy past. FEven the very
common words like gramarashin and  nagaravashin
are also in vogue in India. In the Vedic age some
people were engaged in the culture of spiritualism,
some were engaged in cultivation, some  were
warfare and some were engaged in
This of
rise to various cultures, such as Sussa
Sansknti and Krsaka Sanskriti or gramya Sanskriti
and so on. As such, the definition of folklore as

engaged in

commerce, tradition  of classificarion

works gave

forwarded by Alan Dundes is not applicable in
the Indian context. In this respect, Alan Dundes
has not given emphasis in the context of the
cconomic aspect of a social group. The agro-
based economy plays an important role in defining
the term of folklore, but Dundes does not give
proper emphasis in this regard.

Sccondly the definition of ‘lore’ given by
Dundes is also untenable since. “If folk can mean
any group and if by ‘lor¢’ we can mean a
comprehensive list of particular human aesthetic
and symbolic activities, then we haven’t really
defined anything” (Peter | Claks ct-al; Folklorests
and Indan folklore, p. 32).

Further more, other problems are also
folk. Onc of these is

that “if we were to provide a list of groups

associated with the term
similar to Dundes’ list of lore, how are we to
decide what groups are to be included and what
groups excluded  Surely, we would want to
distinguish between some who are and some who
are not, ‘folk’ Certainly people use the term ‘tolk’
to demarcate a social class (Ibid). The ‘folk’ of
one culture cannot be called ‘folk’ in other culture.
According to social anthropologies cach socicty
defines 1ts classes differently. If we include the
educated urban ¢lite in the domain of folklore,
does that mean ‘folk’ and ‘lore’ are products of
that educated urban elite ? Answer will surely

be negative.

The term folklore was coined by William
John Thoms in [846 A.D. without being con-
scious of the folk interpretation of the term.
Rightdy does observe Dundes; “To use the term
folklore without an awareness of the folk inter-
pretation of the term is unwise (Dundes; Analyic
Fssays in Folklore, 1978,p. 49).

Besides Indian folklore itself identfies dif-
ferent folk groups and “assigns them stercotypical
characteristics. In some Indian languages there
arc whole genres dedicated largely to caste or
regional  stereotypes. As for example, in  the
district of Darrang (Assam) the term Purana
Kreti, 1.¢., old Krst, is used to suggest the sense
of folklore as well as all the genres included in
the realm of folklore.

[From the aforesaid discussion it
that the definitons of both the ‘folk’ and the
Jore’ suggested by Alan Dunds, are not free
from error, As such, we may accept the defi-
nitions of both folk and lore suggested by Dan
Ben-Amos, as — artustic Communication in small

groups.”

is clear

REFERENCE
Claus, Peter |, ct-al, Folkloreistics and
Indian  folklore, Udupi, 1991.

Folklore,

Prentice

Dundes, Alan, The Study of
Fngle Wood Cliffs, New Jersey :
Hall, 1965.

............ Analytic FEssays in
The Haque, Mouton, 1975,
issays in Folkloristcs, Tolklore

lolklore,

Institure,

Meerut, 1978.

Korom, Frank ]. ct-al Folkloristics  and

Indian  folktore, Udupi, 1991.

Sastri, Jagadish (ed.) Upanisatsangrabal,

Motilal banarshidas, Varanashi, 1970

Saraswati, Baidvanath : “Orality and its

Complexity”™ in  Katha

Vachana Awr Katha 1achak, Compilation
of papers Presented in the International-Work-
shop on Exploring India’s Chanted Narratives,
held ac Indira Gandhi National Centre for the
Arts, New Delhi

Dr. N.C. Sarma is an Fx. prof. in the Deptt. of Folklore Research, C vanbati Untrersity.

-
L1

i Souvenir/187 _

e

Mangaldai

College

1951-2003



Ty

MANGALDAI COLLEGE
A Short Retrospoct

am grateful to the Convenor, Souvenir

Sub-Committee, for asking me to write a

short history of Mangaldai College, specially
of its past, on the occasion of its ‘Silver Jubilee
Celebration’ and 1 have great pleasure in doing
It.

Where there is a will to do a thing, the
means for the doing that thing are strenuously
saught after and easily and spontaneously
discovered. This belief weighted with the
founders when they undertook to establish a
college at Mangaldai, about twenty five years
ago. Education in our country is, by at large,
the outcome of non-Governmental efforts
specially in the rural areas and if we were to
have an institution for higher education, the
initiaive must come from the public. It was
the energy of intention that mattered.

Another consideration which the
founders had in mind was that we must learn
to depend on ourselves, and not look to other
for help every time, we were in trouble. Of
course, we welcomed help and co-operation
from every quarter but we must depend get
into the habit of criticizing others without
doing anything themselves. But nothing can
come from that type of criticism.

When the decision to establish a college
at Mangaldai was taken in June, 1951, we had

Shri Purandar Sarma, M.AB.L.

no building, no teaching staff and practically
nothing by way of resources to rely upon and
in my position as Principal of the college, the
difficulties seemed apparently insurmountable.

The new session had already began and
other colleges had started functioning in the ususl
way from July, and our consuming obsession
was how best we could serve our cause adn
give a start to the college without loosing a single
day. As there was hardly any time to appoint
the teaching staff, we decided to draw on our
own resources and the response was indeed
spontaneous. Shri Satyesh Dasgupta, Advocate,
offered his services to teach English, Shri
Rameswar Sarma who had already agreed to
serve as secretary, also offered to teach Civics,
Late Bakdul Ali volunteered his services to teach
Persian and History, Late Shri Dharmanath
Shastri, Shri Bhabananda Rajkhowa and Shri
Sachin Bose undertook to teach Sanskrit,
Vernacular languages and Logic. 1 also offered
my services to act as Principal in an honorary
capacity.

The question of building accommodation
was solved by deciding to hold the classes
temporarily in the premises of thte local
library. Late Rajani Kanta Sarma, offered a
sum of Rs. 101.00 (Rupees one hundred one)
to meet incidental expenses. Shri Jiban Ch.
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Sarma, then an office assistant of local
Board, offered his services to work as an
otfice
Governing Body was constituted with Shri
AB. Dasgupta L.AS. (S.D.O.) as President,
Shri R. Sarma as Secretary and with almost

assistant on a  mere pittance. The

all the founders of the college as members.
Thus for all intents and purposes the nucleus
of a college was formed and in a few days
functioning. Altogether 60
students were admitted into the 1st vear class

college started

amongst whom were lLate Shri Bhog Ram
Patowary, an advocate of the local Bar and
his daughter Bidvawati. It was a pleasant
surprise to me when both father ad daughrer
sat together in the same class room to attend
lectures, The subjects introduced were English,
Civies, Assamese, Bengali, History, Ligic,
Sanskrit and Persian. Amongst the students
who had been admitted in the carly stages of
the college were Shri Siba Prasad Rajkhowa,
now District and Session Judge, Assam, Shri
Das and Shri Tapan Kumar
Bhowmik, at present both Senior members of
Civil  Service, Shri Gobinda Ram
Barooah, Asstt. Public Prosecutor, Mangaldai,
Shri Jiban Ch. Sarma, Shri Debesh Chandra
Nandi, Smt. Naharun Nessa and Smt. Amiva
Devi all lecturers of Mangaldai College, Shri
Tapeswar Saharia and Shri Tapeswar Sarma
at present both in Assam Civil Service and
Shri Benudhar Sarma, Shri Nagen Choudhury,
Shri Bireswar Sarma, Shri Dinanath Dcka of
SD.OX office, Mangaldai, Shri Hahi Ram
Nath, Head Master, Mangaldai Town Girl’s
High School, Shri Bhadreswar Nath, Head
Master, Paschim Rangamati High School, Shri
Sourindra Bose, Miss Premalata Deka, Shri
Siba Sarma, Head of the Department of
Political Science of Goalpara college, Smt.
Sabira Hazarika, Shri Harendra Nath Sarma,
Head Master Tangla High School and many
others whos names I cannot call to mind at

Siba  Prasad

Assam
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this moment. The first batch appeared in the
final I.A. Examination in 1953, the percentage
of pass being 34.4-3 students passing out in
first division. The result naturally gave us
great satisfaction and strength for future
endeavour. Meanwhile there was an appreciable
increase in enrolment and we had to shift the
classes to Mangaldai Govt. High School -
with the permission of the authoritics.

We now approached the University
authorities for granting permanent affiliation
but they insisted on our having whole time
15,000.00),
a well equipped librarv and sufficient lands
and buildings as a condition precedent to
affiliaion. But it was not an casy job to
recruit qualified teachers in the existing
circumstances. Advertisements were issued in
the dailies both within and outside Assam,
inviting applications for the post of Principal
and lecturers in different subjects; but the

teachers, a Reserve fund of Rs.

response was not very encouraging. Candidates
for the Post of Principal demanded exorbitant
amount as salary and in the circumstances,
I had to continue as Principal without any
remuneration for over 10 vears. Often | had
to teach English, Civies and Commercial
Geography to meet the exigency of
circumstances. In course of time however, we
were able to appoint lecturers in different
subjects but nor in English on a permanent
basis. Two lecturers in English were appointed
from outside Assam but each of them left the
college within a vear of their appointment.
This had an ugly impact on the academic life
of the college. No one was available to teach
English and a sense of frustration prevailed
al around. At this juncture Smt. Ushasi Ghosh
and an educated lady of Mangaldai town was
prevailed upon to resign her post in Handique
Girls’ College and join our college as lecturer
at a great sacrifice.

difficult suitable lands

It was to get
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within the town or outside its immediate
neighbourhood. The present site which is
away from the din and bustle of the town with
the magnificent Himalayas silhouetted on the
northern horizon and the mighty Brahmaputra
to the south, formed part of a village grazing
reserve in Upahupara Village. It was a
compact block comprising an area of more or
less 50 bighas of high lands. The Inspector
of Colleges, Dr. AK. Barkakat hailed it as
an ideal site for an educational institution.
Accordingly a proposal was submitted to
Government for dereservation of the V.G.R.
for providing lands to the college. The village
people raised a hue and cry against the
dereservation. This delayed matters but in the
long run their resistance calmed down and we
were able to take permission, possibly in the
year 1953. Our secretary, Shri R. Sharma lost
no time in taking formal possession of the
lands from the Revenue Department and to
get the boundaries demarcated.

We were now in a position to start
construction of college buildings but we had
yet another difficulty to overcome. The building
materials namely c.i. sheets, rods, cement etc.
were in short suply and not available in hte
local market without a permit from the
Government. I had therefore to proceed to
Shillong on several occasions to obtain permits
for these controlled commodities. As a matter
of fact cement had to be brought down from
Rangapara and Barpeta, and tmber from
Palashbari, iron materials and c.i. sheets from
Calcutta by road. It was an uphill task;
nevertheless, we succeeded in doing it and I
am indebted to Shri G.N. Thakuria, Vice-
Principal and Shri Mahsin Ali, Head Assistant
for the assistance they rendered in this
connection.

The foundation stone of the college
buildings was laid by ILate K.K. Phookan,
LLA.S., S.D.O. Mangaldai amidst great rejoicings.

S s g e
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The buildings completed we were able to shift
college to a new campus in 1956. Incidentally
I may relate an amusing event that occured
at this tme. We needed a man to look after
the buildings at night and in fact appointed
one for the purpose. He worked for a few days
but left his job saying that the place was
haunted by ghosts. Another man was appointed
but he also resigned and went away for the
same reason. Soon a rumour spread that the
college campus was haunted by ghosts. I was
really at a loss but Bhajan present chawkidar
of the college saved the situation. He was a
brave man and offered to serve as a night
watch inspite of the fear and horror associated
with ghosts and I am indebted to him for his
exemplary courage and devotion to duty.

In 1958 the State Govt. was pleased to
sanction a monthly recurring grant of Rs.
1000.00 (Rupees one thousand) in aid the
college. In 1960, the college received atfiliation
of Gauhati University upto the B.A. degree
course. The State Govt. was also pleased to
include the college under the deficit system
of grant with effect from 1962-63. In the
same year the college was included in the
scheme of development by the University
Grants Commission for financial assistance for
the introduction of three year degree course,
for which an assistance of Rs. 1,60,000.00
(Rupees one lakh sixty thousand only) was
sanctioned on share basis. We are indebted to
the U.G.C. for the generous contribution since
it enabled us to construct the main college
building and open B.Sc. degree course and
also Honours courses in English, Political
Science, Economics, Assamese and History.
The college was now on a stable foundation
with a full complement of staff equipments
and accommodation.

The Silver Jubilee Celebration has made
it possible for me to express my deep
appreciations of the valuable share to the
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successive sub-divisional officers who
contributed to the growth and development
of the college and in special, of their skilful
planning for collection of funds. In this
connection the names of Shri A.B. Dasgupta
LAS. (Rtd), Shri JN. Das LAS. now V.C,
Dibrugarh University, Shri B.K. Bhuyan, I.A.S,,
Late KKK. Phookan I.A.S., Shri H.N. Das,
LLAS., Shri R. Natarajan, 1.AS., and Shri
Saradindu Sarkar A.C.S., deserve special
mention. All of them acted as President of
the Governjng Body which met frequently
and sometimes twice in a month.

To acknowledge all the assistance received
In connection with the establishment of the
college would be impossible, for help was
received from innumerble individuals over a
period of years. The highest amount we received
was upto Rs. 1250/- from individuals and the
donors were Shri Bhagi Ram Deka of Bhergaon
(Rs. 1001/-) Late Phani Bhusan Bose of Tangla
(Rs. 1001/-) and T.ate Karim Bux of Mangaldai
town who contributed a sum of Rs. 1250/-. His
son Shri Kalimuddin Ahmed was kind enough
to construct the main gate of the college at a
cost of about Rupees Seven thousand. We also
received substantial amounts from the lessees of
Markets, fisheries and liquor shops. We are
indebted to Shri Tapeswar Sarma, Raisaheb
Suklal Ghose, late Bipin Ch. Medhi, Late

Gangadhar Deka, Late Basab Chandra Barua,
Late Padmananda Goswami, Shri Dandi Ram
Dutta, Late Badaruddin Ahmed, Late Mukt
nath Goswami, Shri Hiralal Patwary, Ex.
M.L.A., Shri D.P. Kharigaria, Secretary
IN.TUC. Mangaldai Branch, Shri Sandhi
Ram Sahara, our present Principal Shri P.C.
Goswami and numerous other well wishers
who have rendered valuable services for the
growth and establishment of the college. I
acknowledge in partcular the assistance given
by Shri Rameswar Sarma who served this
institution as Secretary to the governing Body
for upwards of 15 years with indefatiguable
zeal and energy. As a matter of fact his is
the biggest contribution to the college.

I have been intimately associated with
this college for nearly twenty four years in my
capacity as Principal, Secretary and as a
member of the Governing Body. During these
years we have experienced failures and
achievements, hopes and disappointments but
the good work we have done will remain even
though we pass away.

We are living in an age in which there
are great opportunities for our young men in
social work, public life and administration. It
is my earnest hope that this college will give
them not only elements of general knowledge
but also that bet of mind and attitude of
reasons, which will make them responsible

citizens of our country.

Jong Live Mangaldai
(ollege

This article is reprinted from Silver Jubilee Sonvenir, Mangaldat College, 1976 as a sign of

recollection to Late founder princpal P Sarmabh.
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THE BEGINNING OF COLLEGIATE

EDUCATION IN Assa m

Dr. H.C. Decka

he beginning of Government of Bengal to artach a collegiate

collegiate class to the Gauhati school instead of

ecducation  in cstablishing a full-fledged college for the
Assam was perhaps the latest event in the

people of Assam. Cecil Beadon, the Licutenant

history of Indian education than other states  Governor of Bengal accepted  this

of India. The reason was that, the present
Assam, the then whole North EFast came
under the grip of East India Company very
lately in 1826 after the treaty of Yandabu
Prior to that event, Assam had no elaborated
system of collegiate education. But it would In may 18606, the collegiate section was
be wrong to say that Assam had educational opened in the Gauhati School, which was the
system. Assam had a rich indigeneous system  first
of primary and higher education under the
benevolence of strong and scholarly
personalities of the time, which were  Government to abolish the College classes in
respectively called 'Patshalas’ and 'Tolas'. 1876. Mr. S.C. Bayley (1878-1881), the

To speak the truth, the East India
Company and the Christian Mission Societies
were the pioneering agents to provide facilities
for primary and secondary education of modern

recommendation and in 1865 inereused the
annual grant of Gauhati school in order to
raise it to the status of a collegiate school
upto the first Arts (A course of the
Calcutta University.

step in the direction of collegiate
education in Assam. But poor attendance and
the miserable result ultimately L‘c')mpcllcd the

Commissioner of Assam expressed in a
Resolution that Government should encourage
private enterprise by giving adequate grant-
in-aid. But the response was not encouraging
time in Assam. After the transfer of power In 1882, C.A. Elliot succeeded Bayley
from the Fast India Company to the crown 35 the Commissioner of Assam and instituted
in 1858, the British Government desired to
pay attention In regards to primary and
p secondary education.

B~ In the field of higher education, it was

7 1 .
¥~ William Robinson, who suggested to the

several junior and senior scholarships to enable
the students to prosecute higher studies tor

FA. (First Arts) and B.A. examinations in the
colleges of Bengal. Mr. Elliott's scheme ot
scholarship was favoured by a considerable

Mangaldai
College

1951-2003 | : Souvenir/192




|mes

-

section of people, then the establishment of a
second grade college at Gauhati on the other
hand a large majority was in favour of a first
grade college teaching up to B.A. standard;
while an influential minority favoured a second
grade college teaching up to EA. (First Arts)
standard. Consequently because of the
conflicting issues the obvious demand of the
people was neglected for about a decade.
During this critical juncture private enterprise
also entered in to the field of collegiate
education. In Suroma Valley, Raja Girish
Chandra Ray, Zamindar of Sylhet, started a
second grade college at his own town on June
27th, 1892, and it was named Murarichand
College often his father Murarichand Ray. The
institution, being purely a private one, did not
reccive any aid nor recognition from the
Government tll the year 1912.

In 1899-1900, it was found that the
number of students from the province of
Assam reading in Arts colleges in Bengal rose
up to about three hundred. The matter was
brought to the notice of the Government by
Manik Chandra Baruah, a highly spirited man
of the age. He raised the point of establishing
a college at Gauhati with an European
principal.

After a careful
whole question Sir Henry cotton, the then
Chief Commissioner of Assam, took a decisive
step in the encouragement of higher education
in Assam Considering the proposal to establish
a second grade college at Gauhati.

Accordingly, on 17th June 1901, a
Government College was started at Gauhat
by the then Chief Commissioner of Assam
John Steadman after the name of Mr. Henry
Cotton. Frederic Villiam Sudmerson was the

consideration of the

first principal of Cotton College with four other
teachers. It was affiliated to the Calcutta
University. The college was raised to the
status of a first grade college in 1910. In the
mean time Murarichand College came under
provincilisaton in May 1912. But Cotton
College got the affiliation to the Honours
(Major) standard in all the subjects of study
except Persian. In 1914-15 the University of
Calcutta permitted the Cotton College to open
the post graduate class in English.

In the case of Murarichand college, it
was raised to the status of a first grade college
with the affiliation upto B.A. pass standard
in 1916-17. The said college continued its
functioning as a college up to the degree
course in pass subjects only.

In 1948, the district Sylhet was
segregated from Assam and amalgamated to

Dacca.

Prior to independence the growth of
Collegiate Education was very slow. But after
independence there is a noticeable growth of
colleges in Assam. In 1948, the total number
of Colleges in Assam was 16. Again the total
number of colleges functioning under the
three universities of Assam in 1976 were 171
only. At present the number is being raised
to Six Government Colleges and one hundred
and ninety one deficit grant colleges in ASSAM.

Reference Texts
1. Report on the province of ASSAM -

Maffat Mills.

2.  Education in Assam- Dr. Lakshahira
Das

3.  History of Education in Assam - Archana
Chakraborty.

Dr. H.C. Deka ic the Head of the Deptt. of Education, Mangaldai  College, Mangaldar.
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MANGALDA! COLLEGE :
A VISION

joined  Mangaldai
College in November
1964 and retired on
attainment of the age of
superannuation in March

1998. This institution was

the part of my life, except
for the period from 1978
to 1982, when 1 was on

leave to serve as Member of the Assam
Legislative  Assembly.

During my working life, 1 have come
accross vast and multdimensional progressive
developments of Mangaldai College. A small
Upahupara-jungle-college of silence and loneliness
with only about 200 students in 1964, has now
become a place of splendid attraction, with 3000
voung boys and the girls and their smiles and
humming sounds. The buildings of the college
increased by about sixteen times, besides science
faculty. Major courses in most of the subjects and
extention services are booming, which were not
even in dreams during 1964.

During sixtics, Mangaldai College was the
only institution of higher educaton, in the then
Mangaldai Civil Sub-Division, which was made a
district in 1983. Now there are four degree
colleges under deficit-system, and a host of Junior
colleges, higher secondaries and newly started
degree colleges. When we visit any place in the
district, we find our ex-students as Principals, Head

Masters and teachers in almost all the institutions

\’/ from degree colleges to the 1P Schools. Thus,

Mangaldai
College

1951-2003 |

Dr. Nagendra Nath Sarmah

Mangaldai College served the district as mother
institution in the field of educauonal development.
Even, 1 am proud of our mght-shift students.
Some of them became luminaries. One, Late Dr.
Ganeswar Saharia, whom 1 met in degree final
year (evening shift) in 1964-65, was so briliant and
hard-working that he could become the regular
Principal of Tangla (Degree) College. But
unfortunately, he was shot dead by the terrorists.

FFurther, our college has produced a galaxy
of literary personalities, artists of repute, social
activists, politicians, Member of the Parliament,
Central Minister, M.L.A.s, Ministers, High
Government Officials, Jurists, Advocates,
Industrialists, Traders, Business men, NModern
agriculturists and planters, bankers and host of
cmployees in Government and  private
establishments.

But during the last decade, our graduates
arce facing the crisis of gainful engagement. It is
not a healthy sign for the seat of higher education
as well as for the society. The objectives, policies
and thereby the pattern and curriculum, must get
a change, so that the out-put can catch the available
avocations of service and productive nature, to
meet the instantly changing need of the society.

The regular migration of people from
various states as well as from foreign countries,
to cater the need in the fields of management,
services, trade, industries, agriculture etc; mmport
of producable commodities valued more than
twelve hundred crores a year, are the two viral

indicators of ample employment opportunitics 1n
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But at the instance of

mational and global scenario of most advanced

this state of Assam.
techno-management, attitude of acquiring
contemporary  excellence will be the basic need
of higher education.

[t is alwavs a truth that the excellence is the
essence of higher education. A person with higher
tiduc:itkm is to acquire distinct quality of facing
fresh situations in individual, social and economic
life :

one must develop the capability to cope with

must possess usual self-confidence. FFurther,

changing environment and changing nced.
Since 1990, the world is gertting a tremendous
change and it is in high velocity.  There is a
revolution  for globalisaton of economy and
thereby in the ficlds of social and human values
of all fronts. Political control and the role of states
are diminishing and eroding at a fast rate. In reality,
globalization s becoming  westernisation or  the
proliferation of the values cherished by the present-
day super economic powers. Undoubtedly enough,
there are enough of indicators to foresee a dark
picture for the underdeveloped and  developing
nations of the world. Irom the lessons of Indian
history that, relatively a sophisticated commercial
system  of the Brrish FEast India

(,nmp:m_\‘ could influence and muster three

management

"Formans" from Mughal Emperor Faruquesia in
1715, to conduct tax-free trade, to mint and
arculate company's own coin throughout the
empire and to establish factories and trade-marts
with full extra-territorial rights to administer the
areas by the company. Such paralel governance and
interaction with mercantile company led to the fall
of feudal Moghals and other rising forces within
next ﬁfty vears, that was Ib'\' 1764-65. At the event
of the industrial revolution in Britain and Europe,

the output in the Indian subcontinant were the
relations  of

destruction of the forces
production, Highly skilled craftmen engaged in
trade of which

and
Indian cottage industrics, the
covered more than 20% of the global market were
made defunct: their places were taken by machine
made goods. The political powers of the Furopean
countries used their legal and administrative measures
to boost their economic system and also to kill

the traditional cottage industrics of the old world.

While the crisis of direct colonial capitalism
ended with two World Wars, a dichotomy between
free capitalism under the umbrella of democracy
and state-capitalism under the totalitarian control
of the communist engulfed the world. Since 1918
the cold war between the two emerging camps
was brewing but since the end of the Second
World War in 1945, world was virtually polanzed
into two camps headed by US.A. and USS.R. But
during early ninties along with the dismemberment
of USSR., all under the
communist parties in Fastern Europe changed their
political systems and adopted free economy. World
appeared to be a unipolar one, under US.A., bur
soon the global system started to change. FEuropean
Union, Japan, People's Republic of China, Middle
Iiastern Countries with their wealth, put a working
challenge to the socalled unipolar claim and

the governments

concept.
Now the world is developing towards a
free multi-polar socio-cconomic system. The forces
and relations of production, distribution and even
of consumption are changing in great velocity. The
skills in management and technology 1n all fields
are so, that to have the personnels with excellence
is now becoming very difficult. The present
cducaton system with the output of white-collar
job seekers, would ferch very littde value. The
shoutings, assurances, even laws for so-called
reservations to various categories of weaker sections
of the society, will deliver little fruit in reality. The
persons, who would develop  capability  with
excellence to face the tremendously changing
situations would enjoy the fruits for survival.
Keeping in view the challenging need, higher
education is now becoming an area of producing
outputs of excellence. Hence, maximum autonomy
or even management on private sector is becoming
a crving need of the time. In a developing country
like ours, Government may extend infrascructural
assistance  for some tume on the basis of the
performances of the nsututons, In short, the

institutions  which  would produce socio-

cconomically useful or productive people, would

get assistance from the public exchequer.

Mangaldai
College
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India have started the process through the
University Grants Commission by forming National
Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) to
assess and  help in processing quick upgradation
of universities, colleges and other institutions of
higher cducation. In Assam, by the end of 2003
NAAC would complete the process of assessment
and accreditation for next five years.

Till now, position of the institutions of
higher education in Kerala are in the apex and
sccond place has gone to Karnataka. Fven West
Bengal and Delhi are not in high projection. In
the North East, St. Anthony’s of Meghalaya got
highest number of stars.

Mangaldai College is also making elaborate
preparation for upgradation of its standard. It is
hoped that the Governing Body and the Committee
of Faculty Members would try to address the
major shortcomings, like the appointment of a
regular Principal, habit of using library and internet
by the students and teachers, intellectual
contributions of every department concerning the
problems of the feeding arcas of the insurunon;
contribution for the development of the students
to cope with the ever-changing contemporary
world, etc. and overall upkeepment of the
institutional environment, would surely pay dividend
to Mangaldai College.

But in the context of multdimensional
changes in the socio-cconomic scenario of the
world, the global exposure of cut-threat
competition where the state boundaries are
becoming irrelevant; the institutional exercise within
the parametres of NAAC would be a temporary
phase. Private educational insttutions under the
banner of national and international organisations
are vigorously entering the area with highly attractive
schemes and syllabus in the name of catering the

voung generation of high socicties  of  India.
Maintaining  highly sophisticated profile, the
management of these institutions are projecting an
ideal  standard of westernised and international
values for this vast country of 103 crore of
people. Undoubtedly enough, a very small fragment
of the young generation would get the chance to
have such education. In the coming days of global
mercantile-capitalism, most scrupulous elite
produced by such instituuons would acquire the
skill and positon of managing the vast majority
of the people. LEven the Government with present
day standard of personalitics, would be of little
relevance in managing the affairs of the society.
The ongoing process of disinvestment and
privatisation will soon create a mimmum governance,
almost 1n all countries of the world. A group of
elite having the excellence of higher education will
manage the world with remote control skill. As
the world is going to be put in a brief-case-
computer, my vision of such days ahcad will
become relatively true. The much twalked about
programmes of so-called social security for the
have-nots, may keep the people amidst El-dorado
for the safety of the haves.

At this juncture, internationalisation of
national culture is a viable answer or alternative
to face the onslaught of westernisanon. It 1s
possible only in the arcas of higher education
through a wvigorous process of acculturation, so
that the graduates can easily face the problems of
over evolving contemporaty world and can acquire
the position to meet the need of his own self
and of the society at large.

I wish, by 2026, Mangaldai College would
emerge as an autonomous, sclf-sustaining institution
of higher education and would derive the positve
feed-backs of excellence.

Dr. N.N. Sarmah is a Retired Head of

the DLprr. of Political Science, Mangaldai

College.
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CO-OPEATIVE SOCIETIES OF
MIANGALDAI COLLEGE

of

nmme ot the college was rightly changed to
langaldar llege by a public meeting had on

28.7.53 P 5y A ) o
<0.0.35. Tt was a grear day of jubilation of gaiety

and hopes fulfilled when of the first batch of

< s te . e
students, three  secured  Ist division, the pass
percentage being  34.3%0. Liver since that tme,

Mangalda College has not looked back. From
MOp-gap arrangements of earlier years, the college
was shifted to 1ts own land at Upahupara in 1956
:mL_l the Degree classes started functioning from
[?3‘-}. Then came appointment of required number
of teachers in cach subject. University application
(1960), deficit system of grants-in-aid (1962-63)
I:md other benefits too flowed in. Honours courses
i Arts stream were introduced in 1965 and the
college authorities opened the Science Stream as
\\'IL‘” from the 1966-67 session, which in course
f'f tume became  full-fledged culminating in the
inroduction of  Flons. (Major) courses.

With the college expanding in all directions,
the teachers and other employees became more
enthusiastic and  innovative and  started  various
experiments in corporate living, The result was that
apart from normal teaching works, various schemes
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Dr. D.P. Barooah

CoLLEGe Co0-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES

t was in an atmosphere of hopes and doubts that some luminaries of
the town, under the inspiring leadership of the then sub-divisional officer
(Civil), Late AB Dasgupta, took the momentous decision to establish a
college at Mangaldai. There were difficulties all around: finance, students, teachers,
accommodaton ete. but nothing daunted the pioneers and within a bricf span
four months, Mandaldai intermediate Arts College came into being in
September, 1951, Some members of the local Bar and teachers of the present

Government Higher Secondary School volunteered their services. In 1953, the

were adopted which were of immense benefit o
teachers and students as well. Here we will dwell
on there basic institutions namely  Karmachari
Sanchat and Rindan Samity, College Canteen and
the Commerce Co-operative, started by the
employees of the college for the benefit and
convenience of one and all and have survived for
over four decades.
1. Karmachari Sanchai Aru Rindan Samabai
Samity

What 1s presendy known as  Mangaldai
College Karmachari Sanchar Aru Rindan Samabai
Samity Ltd. (Mangaldai College KS.A.RSS. Ltd.)
was originally called teachers welfare fund. It was
registered under the Assam Co-operative Societics
Act. and the registraon No. 15 192/73-74. It was
perhaps in the months of April, 1966, that the
idea of starting a T'und for the benefit of the
college employees was  first mooted.  April s
month of Bohag Bihu and of tun and frolic;
teachers as usual were short of money. Though
the college came under the deficit systems of
grants some few vear carlier, there was no - fixed
date or time of payment of the salaries. With the

Mangaldai
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Bihu approaching and the salaries being irregular
a few of our teachers sitting in the common room
discussed the problem. During discussion, we hit
upon the idea of a Teacher I'und to meet our
small needs without much hassle. Without wasting
any time we met our Principal, Late Lamented
Purandar Sharma. A great personality with many
faceted qualities as he was, he accepted our
proposal with alacrity. But he was on the verge
of redrement: having nursed and served the
college with distinction from 1951. He however
promised us all help and advised us to go ahead.
It took us about there months to formalise the
proposal. Numerous sittings and meetings were
held and the basic principles of the fund were
determined : (i) it would be a self-financing body,
(i) membership would be open to all categories
of the employees and (iii) loan would be available
to the members after completion of one year
from the date of enuy into the fund.

Membership contribution was fixed at Rs.
5.00 each, deductible from the salary bills of the
emplovees by the Accounts-Department of the
college on the basis of a demand list submitted
by the secretary of the Fund. Thus was born
Teachers’ Welfare Fund and on 18.7.66, twenryfive
employees of the college joined the fund. In the
meantime Shri Probodh Chandra Goswami of
Nalbari College joined the college on the retirement
of late P. Sharma. The new Principal too
appreciated our efforts and himself offered to join
the Fund which he did on 1.10.66. In 1966 from
July to December, all the employees numbering
37, belonging to various categories, became the
members of the fund.

Under the dynamic leadership of Principal
Goswami the college as well as the Fund began
to prosper. Rules were framed for the management
of the affairs of the Tund and a Managing
Committee was formed. Here, we may recall the
names of those with whom the first managing

committee was formed.
1. Principal PC. Goswami : President
2. Prof. D. P. Baruah : Secretary
G 3. Prof. D.C. Nandi Member
‘@‘ 4. Prof. A. Mazid (Vice-principal) Member
> 5. Prof. GN. Sharma Member
Mangaldai
College _________ =
1951-2003 '

6. Prof. G.C. Goswami Member
7. Prof. Naharun Nesha Member
As the Teachers’ welfare fund grew, the

members felt that deposit and lending  being
serious monetary functons, the fund should be
registered under the Assam Co-operative Societies
Act of 1949 (Act-I of 1950). As such a full-
fledged meeting was held on 3.1.73 under he
presidentship of the Principal and President of the
Fund. The member opted for registration and it
was duly registered as Mangaldai College
Karmachari Sanchai Aru Rindan Samabai Samity
as has been noted earlier. But the old name sull
persisted and it is stll popularly called as the
welfare Tund, because it is really a welfare
association, meeting all the major and minor nceds
at a moments notice.

Over the vyears, this Samabai Samity has
grown both is size and in volume of business
transacted. But the basic structure and the ideas
which led to its foundation have remained all the
same. The monthly contribution has now grown
from a petty amount of Rs. 5.00 to Rs. 4.00.00
for teachers, Rs. 300.00 for office staff and Rs.
200.00 for Bearers and others. In 1967, when a
member applied for a loan he was paid Rs. 150.00
only; but now, a member depending on his or
heo deposit can get a maximum loan of Rs.
000 00.00 and that too without many formalites
that one normally experience in sccking a loan
from any financial insttution. Besides, a member
is also entided to loan on medical ground, an
amount equivalent to his or her basic salary. Loan
on medical ground is repayable in 12 consecutive
instalments  unlike the personal loan which is
repayable in 36 instalments. Both types of loan
carry an interest of 8% per annum. The present
accounting vyear is from April to March and
thereafter the annual general Meecring is held to
consider the auditd accounts, declare divident and
to elect the new office bearers for the next session,
besides other matters. It is a matter of pride that
the office bearers and other members have so far
conducted the business of the Samity neatly and
in an transparent way, earning kudos from one
and all. A look at the following facts will give
a complete picture of the present position of the
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Samity:
(As on March 2002)
L. Total contributions of the members (upto
51 %] .2002) Rs. 1 9,27.310.00

> g

=~ Total amount of loan upto 31.3.02 Rs.
19,28,000.00

3. Monthly realisation of loan, March 2002
Rs. 1,27.636.67

4. Monthly contribution, March 2002 Rs.
34,100.00

3 Loan Recovery, March 2002 Rs.
81,350.00

0. Interese realised March 2002 Rs.
12,336.67

At present in the Golden Jubilee Year, the
ff}lio“"i_”g members make uphrhc Fxecutive
{-(ilnm!trcc of Mangaldai College Karmachari
Sanchai Aru Rindan Samabai Samuty :

Members of the Executive Committee

:. Prof. A.C. Sharma : President
2. Prof. Punya Sharma : Secretary
3. Prof. BN. Kakoty Mcmbc’r
‘-1. Prof. IK.K. Saikia Member
3. Prof. (Dr) K. Rahman Member
0. Prof. K. Nath Member
1. Prof. Bandana Goswami Member
8. Md. Mattibuddin Ahmed Member
9. Md. Kudrat Ali Member

Internal auditor : Prof. Joy Chandra Sharma

) The name of the office bearers of the
Rindan Samabai Samity since inception has been
given below - -

PRESIDENTS AND SECRETARIES

President

Name Period
1. Principal

PC. Goswami 1966-77
2 Principal

A. Mazid 1977-79
3. Principal 1/C

PC. Bora 1979-92

Prof. D.P. Barooah 1992-96
5. Principal I.. Nath 1996-99
6.  Prof. B. Sharma 1999-2001
7 Prof. Anil Sharma Since 2001
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Secretary

1 Prof. . Barooah 1966-71
Z Prof. I.. Nath 1971-75
3 Prof. G.C. Goswami 1976-78
4 Prof. J.C. Sharma 1978-83
5 Prof. S.N. Sharma 1983-89
0. Prof. Jay Ch. Sharma 1989-91

1991-97

7. Prof. Bharat Sharma
Since 1997

Prof. Punya Sharma

2. College Canteen
One achievement leads to another. With the

successful functioning of the M.C.K.S.A.R.S. Samiry,
the teachers were emboldened and they decided
to expand their activities into other arcas. Mangaldai
College was growing fast and with this the number
of teacher and students as well began to increase
almost in geometrical progression. There were two
shifts of teaching work in the College but there
was no opportunity for anyone at all to refresh
one’s mind our a cup of tea inside the college
campus. Qutside too, there was no stall. There was
also no question of going out to the town area
as very few teachers had bi-cycles not to speak
two wheelers, let alone Maruti. This led the teachers
and other employees to think in terms of starting
a canteen within the college campus. A general
meeting was held on 1.6.70 under the presidentship
of the then Principal, Shri P.C. Goswami. it was
here resolved to start a canteen ‘to  provide
necessary amenities for refreshment and recreation
to the members of the college teachers and oftice
staff as well as students.” (Resoiuton No of the
meeting). An adhoc committee with Prof. D.C.
Nandi, Prof. K.C. Handique and Md. Mohsin Ali
(Head Assistant) was appointed, Prof Nandi was
made the convenor.

Prof. Nandi had a herculean task before
him. He had to collect fund, construct a building
(as the college cold not provide one), arrange
furniture and what not? The Teacher welfare Fund
(Rindan Samabai Samity) came to its rescue: it lent
him Rs. 25000/-. But that was not sutficient. Let
us hear what the convenor of the Canteen
Committee Prof D.C. Nandi has to say in this
regard: “When the question of share capital came,

Mangaldai
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the out come was disappointing. Only ten shares
could be sold and an amount of Rs. 110/- could
be collected. How to construct a house with that
amount? But the convenor did not give away. He
himself offered Rs. 300/- and made Prof. G.N.
Sharma and Prof. K.C. Handique advance equal
amounts as loan. When the wooden frame of the
house came up shares began to be sold. The
convenor approached Sjt. Purandar Sarma, the ex-
Principal and the then Secy. of the college, to give
on loan the ron C.1. sheets kept unused in the
college. With his green signal the house was
completed with three parts- Kitchen, manager cum
show room and a diners room. As for supplying
refreshment ar first, Prof. Nandi approached Late
S.R. Dcka, the owner of Repose in the town, who
agreed to supply  the daily requirement at a
concessional rate, that too an credit. Late Santosh
Ghose, a vendor of sweet meats was appointed
manager of the canteen.

Thus the college canteen, built in front of
the college building northward, facing the 52
National Highway, began to function from 27.7.70.
Having done his job, Prof. Nandi handed own
his change. A general meeting of the share holder
was held on 28.9.70 which formed the first famal
committee. Let us recall the names of those who
served on that committee.

required by College teachers and students alike. It
is also interesting to recall thar the present post
office at the college campus also functioned for
sometime from the canteen premise. In 1972 the
canteen was shifted to its present site. Profic also
swelled and dividend to the share holders were
declared from tme o ume.

Iln  course of ume, some tea stalls also
sprang up on the other side of the Nauonal
Highway and the number of customers began to
durindle. The consumers section of the canteen
was handed out to the consumers. Cooperatve
Society which the teachers started in 1974, However
the canteen conunued and stll continue to serve
the purpose for which it was first established. Smce
1986-87, the canteen commirttee has leased out its
building to private parties on nominal rent but has
always kept an eye on every matter. It 1s a matter
of pride to recall that at a ume when most of
the prominent educauonal instrutions of the state
could not make any provision for a canteen of
their own, it was Mangaldai College teacher who
look the lead in startng one, and that too from
their own pockets. All the past and present share
holders descrve thanks for their pioneering cefforts.
The canteen affairs are now being managed by
the following members

Members_of the Canteen Committee

1. Prof. A. Mazid : President 1) Dr. HK. Goswami, Principal 1/C (President)
2. Prof. K. C. Handique : Secretary 2) Sri Paresh Sarmah (Secretary)
3. Prof. D.C. Nandi : Member 3. S Dimbeswar Baruah
4. Prof. G.C. Goswami ¢ Member 4) Sri Jamaludding Ahmed
Md. Mohsin Ali : Member 5) Sri Bhabesh Narayan Choudhury

Prof S.N. Sharma and Prof. D.P. Barooah
were appointed internal auditors. They were later
on made permanent invitees to the meeting of
the canteen committee.

The establishment of the college canteen
fulfilled a long-felt need of one and all of the

college family. Its share capital also increased by

[}

6) Sri Ghana Barua (S.A) (Member)
7) Srt Maheswar Sarma  (Member)
8) Sri Joy Ch. Sarma (Auditor)

Here we furnish below a table containing
the names of President and Secretaries of the
canteen committee since the beginning,

President and Secretary, Canteen

leaps and bounds. In March 1971, the share capital Committee
stood at Rs. 2998 and with every succeeding vear, President
the capital wore an impressive look. During the  Name Period
vear 1972-73, the canteen made a profit of Rs. 1. Prof. Abdul Mazid 1970-83
202241 and us total asset stood at Rs. 909211, 2. Prof. D.P. Barooah 1983-84
In the meanume, the canteen also started a2 3. Prof. G.C. Goswami 1984-87
__Y  consumers section dealing in all tvpes of goods 4. Prof. D.P. Barooah 1987-92
Mangaldai
College
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S9Pof. DC Nandi 1992-95
Ex Prof. G.C. Goswami 1995-2001
/. Prof. HK. Goswami Since 2001
o= Secretary

Name Period

l. Prof, K.C. Handique 1970-73
2. Prof. Sarat Ch. Sharma 1973-75
3. Prof. DC. Nandi 1975-78
-'_4. Prof. M.P Barooah 1978-80
2. Prof. SN. Sharma 1980-82
6. Md. Mohsin Ali 1982-74
7. Prof. Khogeswar Goswami 1984-87
85 Prof GO Goswami 1987-96
9. Prof. Paresh Sharma Since 1996

3. Consumers’ Co-operative

It was towards the last part of 1969, that
one day Prof. Abdul Mazid, the then vice-Principal
ad Head of the Deptt. of Political Science and
myself were discussing the possibility of starting
. CQnqu]ch, store in the VP’ room. Late Prof.
Mazid argued  that the college being a large
consumer of many essential commodities, the
benefit should acure 1o the college employees and

n o A s y , " _ ¥
Ot outsiders. Prof. Rajen Barua of the Deptt. of

Pol. Science walked in and he also joined us. It
Wik then decided to make a beginning with three
.Ot us. For a few months thereafter, some small
Items were supplied to the college office under
some banner. The idea caught on and the subject
Wis discussed in a mecting of Teachers” Welfare
Fund (as the present Rindan Samity was known
then) on 28.2.70. It was in this mecting that a
committee consisting of Prof. L. Nath, Prof. S.C.
Sharma, Prof. D.C. Nandi and myself (being the
secretary of the Fund) was formed “to go into
the whole question of forming a co-operative
credit society in the college”. But the resolution
Was not pursued as the necessity of opening a
canteen in the campus became more urgent. As
A result, the college canteen came up in July, 1970,
as has been noted above. In course of time, the
canteen uself opened a consumers’ section and
started supplying goods to the college. Things went
on in this way for about three vears. In 1974, the
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teachers, however, felt that time had come to start
a consumers’ store separately to meet also the
necessites of the students. The policy of the central
as well as of the state Government was then to
patronise the cooperative movement throughout
the country. Both the governments at the centre
and at the state offered incentives to any educational
institution starting a consumers’ store with students’
participaton, As a result the college canteen
decided to wind up its consumers’ section and
Mangalda College consumers cooperative  store
come into being in 1974, As Mangaldai College
K.S.A.R.S. Samity Ltd.. was the parent organisation
of all our ventures, it was under its auspices that
the college cooperauve was formed. The then
President and the secretary of the Rindan Samity
together with other Executive Committee members
formed the basis of the new set-up. It may be
mentioned that the first secretary of cooperative
store was Prof. L. Nath, the then secretary of the
Rindan Samity and the President was Principal P.C.
Goswami. The new cooperative was registered as
Mangaldai College Co-operative Consumers Socicty
Ltd. the registration no being M-74 of 1976-77.
In the period 1.1.76 to 29.4.76, the share capital
was Rs. 2.390.00 only, but thereafter in the period
below 1.5.76 and 30.9.77 the share capital shot up
to Rs. 8,000/, apart from the admission vear being
collected from the new members. The Dbusiness
was brisk and good as the cooperatve  store
supplied everything grocery and stationery items to
scienufic apparatus. Meanwhile the  co-operative
store built a big room attached 1o the castern side
of the present canteen building to store its various
items. The state co-operative  department  was
apparently pleased with the performance of  the
college cooperative and it was recommended for
financial assistance from the Government. In 1978,

it received the following grants

I. Subsidy for Furniture and Fixture : Rs. 900/-
2. Loans for Furniture & Fixture : Rs. 2,100/-
3. Share Capital Contribution : Rs. 7,000/~

In 1982, the share holders of the consumers
society decided to expand the area of operation
and shifted the business from college campus to
the bazar area of the town. The onginal sale
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counter in the campus however continued to

functon: Meanwhile, political

turmois in /Assam

in connection with forcigners issue began to affect
the business. In 1985, the members closed its town
branch and concentrated on business from the

college area again. Business went on as usual and
the cooperative supplied all the essential goods like
kerosene oil, rice, sugar etc. to the college hostels,
students and other share-holders. Meanwhile, the

Government attitude towards the co-operatve
movement became somewhat lukewarn and the

college co-operative decided to conduct its business

in a limited way. Student share in the cooperative

were also returned. In the ninetes, with the coming

of the era

of economic liberalizaton and the

Govt. of India going global gradually, the subsides
to various items were reduced and the interest of

the consumers in raton goods also waned. In spite

of all these adversities the cooperative consumers

store still stands, serving the small needs of the

students and teacher share holder tll the present
day. Let us have a look at the following profile
of the college co-operative as its today :
Profile of Mangaldai College co-operative

1. President of the co-operative : Prof. K. Koch,
M.A., LL.B.
2. Secretary : Prof. M.R. Medhi
3. Asstt. Secretary : Shri Maheswar Sharma
4. Salesman : Shri Makhan Sharma
5. Prof. Jiban Ch. Sarma : Member
6. Prof. BN. Kakoti : Member
7. Prof. J. Ahmed @ Member
8. Prof. Dr. K. Rahman (Auditor)
9. Prof. Mrs. Manju Kalita : Member
10. Sri Khagen Deka : Member
11. Share money
a) Govt. : Rs. 7000.00
b) Members : Rs. 10,600.00
12. Reserve FFund : Rs. 3257.85
13. NSC : Rs. 200.00
14. Value of building & furniture :

Rs. 5,142.05

Let us also have a look at the following

table to know who’s who of the college co-

operative since its inception :

Presidents, Secretaries and Asstt.

Secretaries of College Co-operative

President

Name Period
1. Principal PC. Goswami 1974-77
2. Principal A. Mazid 1977-81
3. Prof. PC. Bora 1981-83
4. Prof. D. P Barooah 1983-87
5. Prof. N. Sharma 1987-89
6. Prof. D.P. Barooah 1989-90
7. Prof. K.C. Handique 1990-92
8. Prof. D.C. Nandi 1992-96
9. Prof. K. Koch
10. Dr. HK. Goswami Since 2002

Secretary

Name Period
1. Prof. 1. Nath 1974-75
2. Prof. JN. Sharma 1975-77
3. Prof. S.C. Sharma 1977-79
4. Prof. Bijoy Goswami 1979-81
5. Prof. D.P Barooah 1981-83
6. Prof. K.C. Handique 1983-85
7. Prof. J.C. Sharma 1985-92
8. Prof. M.R. Medhi 1992-2002
9. Prof. B.C. Hazarika Since 2002

Asstt. Secretary

Name Period
1. Prof. D.C. Nandi 1981-85
2. Prof. K. Goswami 1985-87
3. Prof. Jay Ch. Sharma 1987-89
4, Shri K. Seal 1989-92
5. Shri G.K. Barua 1992-95
6. Shri Maheswar Sharma 1995-2002
7. Shri Maheswar Sarma Since 2002

With inputs from Prof. D.C. Nandi, Prof. I-
Nath Principal, Prof. S.C. Sharma (all retired) and from
Prof Pumya Sharma, Prof. Paresh Sharma and Prof.
MR Medbi- the last thiee being the secretaries of the

concerned organisation]
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Dr. D.P. Barovah is a retired Head of the Deptt. of History, Mangaldai College, Mangalda.
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RESEARCH ACTIVITIES AND

IMANGALDAI

escarch activities are an integral and a

very important part of an accademic

institution  having facilities for higher
stu.dics. In this respect, Mangaldai College can
qnlm a place of honour not only in the North
East India, but in the whole country as well.
' The noteworthy heritage of Mangaldai
College in the ficld of rescarch activities is all
‘}_“C more remarkable as Mangaldai College s
situated in the north bank of the Brahmaputra,
which is comparatively more under - developed
than most of the parts of the State in the South
bank. The facilities for fundamental rescarch
work, are very much limited in this part of the
S'mtc. Morcover, the college library has very
limited stock of books and the science laboratories
are not equipped with the required facilities for
rescarch. Therefore, credit is due to those
members of the teaching staff who succeeded
in doing something to extend the boundaries of
knowledge in their subjects despite grave
handicaps.

The door of research activities in Mangalda
College was opened by Dr. Dipti Prasad Barooah,
who was an M.A. History (1959) and English
(1966) from the Benaras Hindu University. Dr.
Barooah was a lecturer in History in Mangaldai
College from 1960 to 1996. In 1961, he became
the Head of the Deptt. of History and in 1992,
the Vice-Principal of the College. Dr. Barooah
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Dr. Hirendra Kumar Goswami

was the first doctorate among the teachers of
Mangaldai College. He received  his doctorate
degree in  February, 1980 under the Gauhati
University for studies in “Community Development
and Panchayai Raj in Darrang District”. Dr.
Barooah’s guide was Prof. V.V. Rao, one of the
ourstanding scholars of India. Dr. D.P.Barooah
has authored five text books on History. One of
his books “History of the Freedom Movement
(1857 - 1947)" is a work of his scholastic order.

Dr. Ramen Kumar Roy, Kavvatirtha and
an M.A. in Bengali (1968), Sanskrit (1976) and
Inglish (1980) is the sccond doctorate degree
holder among the teachers of Mangaldai College.
Dr. Roy joined Mangaldai College in 1971 as a
lecturer in Bengali and became the Head of the
Deptt. in 1984, At present, he is officiating as
the Vice-Principal of the College. Dr. Roy received
his doctorate degree in 1983 under North Bengal
University for studies in “Comparative discussion
between Assamese and Bengali literature (1889-
1940)” Dr. Roy’s guide was prof. Subodh Ranjan
Roy, an eminent scholar of Bengali licerature. Dr.
Roy has authored cight books so far. Besides,
he has contributed more than one hundred articles

to various journals and newspapers.

stream, rescarch activities

In the science
were started in the college by Dr.
Chandra Talukdar and Dr. Khalilur Rahman in the

Deptt. of Physics. Both of them reccived UGCs
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Faculty Development  Fellowship in 1979, Dr.
Talukdar received his doctorate degree in 1984
under the Gauhati University for “Fission Track
Studies on some Accessory Minerals in Granites
of Meghalava™ His guides were Prof. K.M.
Pathak and Prof. PK. Choudhury. Dr. Talukdar
has eleven published papers to his credit.
Though Dr. Khalilur Rahman started his
research project in 1979 in the Gauhan University
under the guidance of Prof. AK. Borbora, he
could complete the work only in 1988, The delay
was due to some unavoidable circumstances. He

was conterred with the degree of doctor of

Philosophy in 1989 by the Gauhati University for
“lonospheric Observations over Guwahati using
Geostationary  Satellite”. Dr. Rahman has
contributed ten papers to the National and
International research  journals.

Other teachers (two of them, namely, Dr.
Lokeswar Nath and Dr. Girish Ch. Goswami
became Principals later on) of the science stream
who have received doctorate degrees so far are:
Dr. Amanul Haque (Botany) for studies on
“LEffects of plant Growth Regulators on the
Growth and vield of Porato” (G.U. 1987), Dr.
Lokeswar nath (Geography)” Inter Community
Variation in Agricultural Land Occupance in
Darrang District : A Geographical Analysis”
(G.U. 1995), Dr. Girish Ch. Goswami (Geography)
“Tribal and Non-Tribal Population of Darrang
District of Assam : A Social Geographic Study”
(G.U. 1999) and Dr. Prativa Decka (Botany)
“Ferns of Assam™ (G.U. 1999). Dr. Prativa
Dcka’s published work written jointy with Sri
Khagen Ch. Nath is a work of high standard.

In the mid-cghties, several lecturers of the
Arts stream qualified for the degree of doctor
of Philosophy. TLate Dr. PC. Bora qualified for
the Ph. D. degree in 1984 for “The Philosophical
outlook and the Religion of Sri Sandardeva : A
Critical Study”. He did his research under Prof.
SN. Goswami of the Gauhati University. Dr.
Bora joined Mangaldai College as a lecturer in
Philosophy in 1957 and was the Head of the
Head of the Deput. dll his retirement in 1992
He was also the Vice-Principal and Principal-in-

had authored four published works. Morcover, he
had contributed innumerable articles on Philosophy
and Astrology to the newspapers and journals.

The first ex-student of Mangaldai College
(1960-64) to qualify for the Ph.D. degree was
Dr. Hirendra Kumar Goswami. Dr. Goswami
received his doctorate degree for his thesis
“Rabhas : A Socialogical Study” (G.U. 1985). He
started his study under “UGC’s TFinancial
Assistance for Minor Research Projects”™ in
1981. Dr. Goswami has eighteen published articles
and papers on History. At present, Dr. Goswami
is the Head of the Deptt. of History, Vice-
Principal and Principal-in-charge of the College.

Dr. Mahendra Prasad Barooah, an N.A.
in Assamese (1963) and in linghsh (1968) from
the Gauhad University qualified for the Ph.D.
degree in 1985 for “Western Influence on
Lakhminath Bejbarooah”. His guide was Prof.
Upendra Nath Goswami, an outstanding scholar
of the Gauhatt University. Dr. Barooah has two
published works. Besides, he has contributed
more than forty articles to various journals and
newspapers. Dr. Barooah was the Head of the
Deptt. of Assamese for a short pertod and retired
as the Vice-Principal of the College in 1997.

Dr. Amiya Devi (1964-2000) joined
Mangaldai College in 1964 as a lecturer in
History. She was the second ex-student of
Mangaldai College to quality for the Ph.D.
degree. She was conferred with the degree of
Philosophy for “Assam under King Rudrasingha

A Critical Study”. (G.U. 1987). Her guide was
Prof. N.N. Acharyya of the Gauhat University.
Dr. Devi carried on her research under UGC’s
Financial Assistance for Minor Rescarch Projects.
Dr. Devi has three published books. Her work
utled “Swargadeo Rudrasingha™ (1696-1714) is
an important work for the students of Assam
History. Dr. A. Devi retired as the Vice-Principal
and Principal-in-charge of the College in July,
2000.

Dr. Nagendra Nath Sarma joined Mangaldai
College as a lecrurer in Political Science in 1964
In 1972, he reccived a scholarship from the
Government of Assam and left for the J.N.U.

hnrgc of the college for several years. Dr. Bora  New Delhi, for higher studies. He qualified for
Mangaldai
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the degree of Master of Philosophy (M. Phil,)
from the JN.U. in 1973 for “Bhutan under King
Jigme  Darji Wangchuk : A study of [xternal
[nteraction™. His guide was Prof. 1.S. Baral, an
outstanding scholar of the School of International
Studies, J.N.U., New Delhi. Later on, Prof Baral
became the Vice-Chancellor of  Tribhuban
University, Kathmandu (Nepal) and also Nepal’s
India. Due to some
unavoidable circumstances, Dr. Sarma could
complete his Ph.D. at J.N.U.
qualificd for the degree of doctor of Philosophy
in 1993 for “Poliucal Development in Bhutan
during 1952-1972” under the guidance of Prof.
Debo Prasad  Barooah,
International Relations and former Vice-Chancellor

High  Commissioner in
not

He, however,

an eminent scholar of

of Gauhau University.

Other teachers of Mangaldai College who
qualificd for the Ph.D. degree are @ Dr. Bijoy Kr.
Sarma  (Assamese) for “Iestivals of  Darrang”
(G.UL 1989), Dr. Radhika Bala Devi (Pol. Science),
“The KRaibartas of the Darrang District of Assam

A sociological Study” (G.U. 1991), Dr. Harish
Ch. Deka (Iiducadon)” Llementary FHducaton in
Assam with Special Reference to Darrang District

An analytical Study (G.U. 1992), Dr. J.C. Nath
(Geographv) “Spatical Organisation of Settlements
of Sipajhar Region in the District of Darrang,
Assam™ (G.UL 1994), Dr. Usha Bora (Assamese)
“Life and literarv Contributions of Sarat Chandra
Goswami : A Descriptive Study™ (G.U. 1997) and
Dr. Nihar Ranjan Mishra (Einglish) “Kamakhva

A Socio-Cultaral Study” (G.U. 2002).

Several projects sponsored by te UGC are
in progress in the College at present and several
teachers of the College are involved with these
projects. Sri Khagen Ch. Nath (Botany), Mrs.
Leena Saikia and Sri Buddhin  Ch. Hazarika
(Zoology), Mrs. Runjun Devi (English) are engaged
in such projects. Sri Khagen Ch. Nath has already
completed his project on “Medico Ethnobotany of
Darrang District”™ under the guidance of Prof.
S.K. Barthakur of G.U. His viva voce
examination is to be held shortly. Sri Pranab
Kumar Sarma (Zoology), Mrs. Chandrama
Goswami  (Ilconomics), Sri Arul Prasad Sikdar
(Chemistry) and Sri Ranjan Chakravarty (Sanskrit)

the

are also cngaged n various reserach  projecrs.
More than a dozen rteachers of Mangaldai
College have quahfied for Master of Philisophy

(M. Phil) degree so far. They are : Dr. NN
Sarma (Pol. Science JN.U. 1973), Dr. G.C.

Goswami (Geography, G.U. 1984) Dr. lLokeswar
Nath (Geography, G.U. 1984). Sri M.R. Medhi

(Geography, G.U. 1984), Sri K.K. Satkia
(Geography, G.U. 1986), Sri B.M.  Bujarbarua
(Botany, G.U. 1987), Sri Kumud Ch. Sarma

(Botany, G.U. 1992) Sri Niranjan Sarma (Chemistry,
GU 1993), Dr. Prativa Deka (Botany, G.U
1992), Mrs. Plabita (Borany, G.U.
1994), Ms. Banam Chakravorty (Assamese, G.U.
1995), Ms. Sarajupriva Devi (Assamese, G.U.
1998), Sri Sachindra Saharia (Botany, G.U. 2000)
and Srt Ranjan  Chakravarty  (Sanskrit, Delhi

University, 2001).

Patowari

Dr.
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REMINISCENSES OF

AN NCC OFFICER :

Mangaldai (ollege

T his is nothing but a
rumination of my by
gone days when I was a
part of this mighty
nation inside
organisation named the
National Cadet Corps of

India. I was just a new
bud in the teaching staff of Mangaldai College

in 1962 when the chinese aggression took
place necessitating a strong and nation wide
second line of defence. The Govt. of India
decided to widen the base of the defence of
the country by imparting semi military training
to the youths of the colleges on compulsory
basis. So a new branch of NCC was started
under the nomenclature ‘NCCR’ (National
Cadet Corps Rifles) and a good number of
college teachers were immediately required to
man the officer cadre of the organisation. All
the colleges of the country including Assam
were asked to nominate one or more teachers
for the purpose. Now having volunteered
from our college I was asked by our the then
Principal. Mr. Purandar Sarma, M.A., BL,, to
appear for interview at the NCC Directorate
in Shillong. I was selected and issued
movement warrant to rush for the training
camp at Patiala in the Punjab, which was set
up as a venue for the purpose over and above
the Permanent Officers Training institute in
the country. Naturally the new institution

D.C. Nandi

lacked much of the amenities provided in the
permanent set ups.

[ could reach the camp three days after
the training had already started. Having no idea
of military training before hand 1 was put to
much trouble. Initally I was placed under an
NCO to teach me the basic movements like
‘left-right’, ‘dhire chal’, ‘tej chal’, ‘daine moor’,
‘pichhe moor’, etc. which I could not follow.
So the instructor punished me with ‘double up’
which was also Greek to me. The instructor now
instead of getting angry laughed away my
ignorance and began be friendly. However, I
picked up the word of command in one day
and was put with my friends of other colleges
in Platoon No. 7. The North East India,
particularly Arunachal and Assam, had to bear
the brunt of the Chinese aggression. Hence
Assam had to contribute the lions share of the
officers cadre in the camp. We numbered 108
from Assam alone out of 250 in the camp.

It was a tough training, particularly for
people from Assam and Bengal. It was the time
when rice scarity prevailed all over the country.
So we were offered dry chapati and a morsel
of rice in the major meals. Many of us protested
against chapati and demanded all rice meal. Our
friends from the Punjab came to our rescue with
their share of rice for those who cared for it.

It was the summer season. Training was
imparted under the seoreching sun. During
theoretical classes under tree shades many of
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us felt drowsy, some had naps. When caught
by the instructor these people were punished.
Once we had to join a route march covering
twenty miles up and down with full kits and arms
on, that is, haver-sack, water-bottle, pouches,
bayonet, 303 Rifle or I.M.G. On the way we
made demonstration of attack and defence mock
battle. Many of us could not stand the fatigue.
Our Punjabi friends extended their helping hand
by carrying some or our arms over and above
their own. We returned to the camp after sun-
set thoroughly exhausted Unable to stand the
trial of strength some of our friends from Assam
discontinued the training and left for home.

Ultimately at the end of three months
training the passing out parade took place. Our
7th platoon was adjudged the best in parade.
One from the Punjab was rewarded with the
Sword of Honour’ as the best officer cadet.
In July, 1963, we were commissioned as the 2nd
Lt. by the President of India. The most amusing
thing was that the instructors, JCOs and NCOs,
who had been imparting us training all three days
and purnishing us for our faults, now began to
salute us whenever they came on our way.

I was straight way placed at the head of
4 coy consisting of 200 cadets of our college.
One JCO and two NCOs were placed under
me to train the cadets. Forthwith came 50 DP
303 Rifle, 2 L.M.G. and one stengun which
were kept under the protection of the Treasury
Guard. Cadets now felt martial spirit in parading
with Rifles and at times having firing practice at
the college short range. They came to be the
most disciplined well turn out cadets appreciated
by the authorities at every Annual Trg. Camp.

Regarding Annual Trg. Camp I have but
mixed feeling. The first camp that I attended was
In 1965 at Biswanath Charali in the old Darrang
district. This was an All Assam Camp held in
two phases. We, that is, the 13 Assam BN
NCCR, were placed in the seared phase with
the units of Nowgong and Dhubri. Our unit
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strength was 200 including 80 from the Tihu
and Rangia Colleges. Cadets from the after
two college came under their instructors as
their NCC officer had been elevated to the
post of Principal. So I remained the only
officer to look after all the cadets of the unit
which was at that time commanded by Capt.
K.K. Sarma, my erstwhile teacher in Mangaldai
College. Capt. Sarma having had to perform
the role of the camp Adjutant my wretched
self had to represent the unit at the camp Hd
Qr., Cadets Mess, cadets lines, and Field
Instruction. It was almost a Herculian task for
me. Every evening we two “guru-shishyas” sat
at our office tents sorting out the problems
of our unit till supper time when other officers
were enjoying themselves elsewhere. The day
before the campfire our programme was to
have a route march to Biswanath Ghat and
stay there for the night. But due to unfair
inconveniences we had to return to our camp
in the evening. During dinner time one NCO
under the Deputy Camp Cadet, who happened
to be the O.C. of Nowgong unit, misbehaved
one of our officers, we demanded due punishment
of the NCO, but he could not be traced. In
the morning some cadets manhandled the Deputy
comdt. who had to be removed to a distant
hospital to quell the wrath of the cadet.
Incidentally Capt. Sarma and myself had to
accompany the 2 O/C leaving our cadets in the
camp under trouble atmosphere. We were full
of anxiety for this. However, our cadets came
to our rescue as our anxieties were set at rest
in the evening when we fund them maintainings
trict discipline and calm under trying circumstance.
We lost no time to pack up and carried them
to the nearest Rly Station for their home ward
journey. We heaved a sigh of relief now
The last camp I attended was an All India
Camp in 1975. It was an Advance Trg. and
Mountaineering camp held at Nayardam near
Trivandram in Kerala. I had to lead 4 cadets
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from Darrang and Biswanath Colleges. It was
a very tough but thrilling camp having to
climb hills in treasure hunting and other
exercises. A few days before the close of the
camp we were taken to an outing on bicycle
to Kanya Kumari, 108 Km away from our
cam site. Some 300 bicycles were hired by
the camp authorities for the use of the
officers and cadets. We started at 5 am and
reached our destination by 4.30 pm. The road
was up and down through hills and dales. The
fatigue can only be imagined. Those who gave
way on the journey were carried by trucks

accompanying us. We were offered nights
shelter by the Ramkrishna Mission. The next
day we were taken and for sight seeing,
particularly the Vivekananda Sheela at the
confluence of the three seas and some other
temples and sea-beaches. The next morning
we returned to the camp on bicycles again.
This was a thriling adventure.

I left NCC in 1977 on superannuation
as Capt after 17 years of service and handed
over my office to my successor 2 Lt. J. Nath.
But I sull feel myself a part of the great
organisation.

Dr. D.C. Nandi was an NCC officer and a Lecturer in the Deptt. of History,
Mangaldai  College, Mangaldai.
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SHRI P.C.

GOSWAMI

The Principal with a difference

t has been always a
roller-coaster ride for
a college to nudge its
way for its development
into a well organised
of a social
where

entity
institution
discipline above the riff-
raff gets rooted in as if it were a treeplant.
Mangaldai College after birth, in 1950,
‘m:ldr: its entry into the ‘realm of gold” and
In 1965 Shri Prabodh Ch. Goswami, the
Pfiﬂcipal with a difference, took over as the
principal from the late Purandar Sarma, the

1ts

then outgoing principal.

The very day Shri PC. Goswami joined,
he said “I may not have the air of Shri
Purandar Sarma, but I have his hair”. Which
implied that he is a man of experience by
virtue of his association with Nalbari College
a5 a senuor lecturer in FEconomics. That day
I realised that Shri Goswami would be the
principal with a difference since he had a style
of his own, which in literary quarters is held
to be “personality clothed in words, character
embodied in speech”. In subsequent years he
proved to be what he was thought of: he is
the principal with a difference. His was a
robust personality that dignified the principal’s
chair. Throughout the years he served, he was
busy making his rounds as a disciplined
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Dr. M.P. Barooah

administrator, sticking to punctuality,
orderliness in every sphere of college life. He
did not compromise on discipline and
punctuality in so far as they stand related to
the teacher and the taught. On one occasion
he marked his deputy absent who for this
reason or that could not report for duty.

It is my humble view (mark! this is my
view) that a good principal is as good as a
chowkidar of the college he serves in. A
chowkidar is the care-taker of his college and
Shri Goswami felt that he is the care-taker
of his college. I do reminisce an occasion
when the principal confronted a student
plucking flowers from the college campus. He
flared up: “Hey boys, why are plucking flowers?
How would you react to my plucking hairs
from your body”? on another occasion, during
a sports festival in Mangaldai College, I found
along with those present, that Shn Goswami
was examining a folding chair to verify whether
it belongs to Mangaldai College or is a hired
one. To which a teacher subsequently becoming
an education official remarked: “Should a
principal look into such a trifle”? He did not
get an answer because there was none. The
history of Mangaldai, now has it that Shri P.C.
Goswami was a principal with a difference.

Villains on the prowl may do the
quizzing: “What bread doth Shri Goswami
take that he became” the principal with a
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difference? The answer lies in so many things
than one. First, it lies in his modesty, the
breath of outlook and catholicity of taste.
Second, as principal he was an
environmentalist in his days taking keen
interest in tree plantation in the college
campus and also in the opening of an
agriculturally motivated scheme like the carner-
learner one for poor students. This benefited
students. An example: one student under the
earner-learner scheme had airdashed to Japan
on selection basis to be trained in agricultural
farming while another like Shri Matiram Medhi,
presently a lecturer in Geography, Mangaldai
College, was awarded first class first position
in Geography from Gauhati University.

Shri Goswami is a voracious reader. He
is also credited with the authorship of books
on economics, literary criticism as also short
stories. I am not concerned here with his
literury achievement or otherwise. My concern
re.n>'ns focused on his personality. A company
w'tn him under any situation is a lesson in
gooud conduct. His company is as good as the
eyoyment of a fine weather for which Keats
w-s all praise.

Shri Goswami was a revealation in the
GB. with his honesty of purpose he made his
presence felt in the GB whick okayed
everything he did sometimes without prior
approval since the GB was convinced that the
principal was constructive in letter and spirit.

What a joke that in these days media reports
publish the ‘achievements’ of some principals
in terms of financial embezzlements practised
by a few of the priests of education! This
year itself, a media report has it that the
principal of a famous college of Guwahati
was dismissed from service on corruption
charge. But Shri PC. Goswami was the
principal with a difference; at Mangaldai there
neither was nor would be any animadversion
about the personality of Shri PC. Goswami.

In fine, it may be assumed that Shri
PC. Goswami had the missionary spirit like
Thomas Carlyle who believed ‘work’ to be
‘divine’. When discipline luxuriates in crippled
form, he gazes with his eagle-eyes and takes
action, a strict one, as a disciplinarian in a
constructively critical manner which ultimately
allows an exculpation for becoming, on his
part, rightfully indignant on the moral front.
In his days he had these lines inscribed on
the walls of the main entrance gate to
Mangaldai College: “Asatoo ma sat gamaya/
tramasoo ma jyotir gamaya/Mrityrma amritang
gamaya/om shanti, om shanti, om shanti
(take me from evil to goodness/take me from
darkness to light/take me from death to
eternity/om shanti, Om shanti/Om shanti”).
The question, now, is open for discussion was
not Shri P.C. Goswami the principal with a
difference? I am certain that there would be
no debate.

Dr. M.P. Barooah, who was a wvice-principal of Mangaldai College is at present
a local journalist of the Assam Tribune.
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And Related Matters

lato founded the
teaching School
which was called
“the Academy”. It also
means Plato’s followers
or his Philosophical sys-
tem. A society or Inst-
tution of distunguished

scholars or Scientsts, that aims to promote
and maintain standard is also called “the
Academy”. For example, the National Acad-
emy of scientists, ctc. Academic Francies or
French Academy was an official body, estab-
lished in the 1930, whose primary role has
been to “protect” the French language against
percetved threats to its purity. The word
Academy’ to day is used for any place of
study.

The word
surroundings or conditions in which a person,
animal or plant lives or operates. It also means
the setting or conditon in which a particular
actvity is carried out. Another meaning of the
word is geographical area, especially as
affected by human activity.

When of
environment”, it is therefore, expected that we
mean the conditions conducive to promote
and maintain standards of learning in an
educational institution. My discussion here
will be limited to college level of education.
To an have academic environment means, first

‘environment means the

speak ‘academic

we

Souvenir/211
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of all, it must have the basic physical needs,
that is, furniture and teaching aids in
accordance with total strength of enrolment,
a good library with books and journals in
different subjects, an auditorium, atleast one
science gallery for each science department
with modern scientfic facilides, a play-ground,
students recreation hall, proper lavatory
facilides for boys and ladies separately, a good
canteen, a general teachers’ common room
with proper lavatory facilites, facilities for
keeping bicycles, scooters and cars, a conference
hall. An ideal college should have enough free
space for plantation and for gardens. College
campus roads are to be built and maintained
properly. Provision for uninterrupted power
supply, facilities of modern telecommunication
including computer and internet facilities, are
some of the basic needs of a college to be met
with. Fully furnished and technically equipped
administrative building is another essential physical
part of a college necessary to maintain its
discipline.

Physical arrangements mentioned in the
preceding para may be made if financial
conditon permits. I am not going to discuss
here, how financial condition of a college may
be improved or what steps are to be rtaken
for resource mobilisadon. Whatever be the
limitation of material facilities due to financial
constraint, the role played by the Principal in
maintaining and enhancing academic atmosphere

N
\/
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of an instiuton is vital. He must be an
academician himself and at the same time he
must have the qualities of a good administrator
and organiser. He must be a man of principle
and reason and must not yield to any unjust and
unreasonable pressure from whichever quarter
it may come. Examples of persons with such
dignified qualities heading educational institutons
were abundant in our country during the British
imperialist rule when our country was rising to
overthrow the mighty imperialist rule. Examples
are not rare even in post independent period.
Hope, I would be permitted to mention the
names of some of the persolaties whom I had
the opportunity to meet during my student life
and teaching life. My sweet memory brings me
to my high school days (1957 to 1961) when,
as a student, I met Head Master Jagannath
Sarma of Sualkuchi Government aided High
School. His very presence in the School made
the environment calm and quiet. It is needless
to menton the name of honourable personality
like Principal Nurul Islam whom [ had the
opportunity to meet when I had been a Cottonian
(1961 to 1965). In him we find the most efficient
and successful administrator alongwith academic
excellence. Then when 1 was appointed a
teacher in Mangaldai Government Boy’s Higher
Secondary School (1969) I was formunate enough
to meet Principal Abu Sharif there. He was also
a successful and efficient administrator.

At this hour of celebrating Golden Jubilee
year of Mangaldai College when I am going to
say something about academic environment I
feel it a pride to remember with profound
respect Principal Prabodh Chandra Goswami.
When | joined this college as a lecturer in 1970,
the office of the Director of Public Instruction
was at Shillong, the then capital of undivided
state of Assam. To get anything done there he
did never feel it necessary to move in person.
His personality and his ability to express in
writing worked. Hope, it will not be far from

truth that academic environment of Mangaldai
College reached its zenith during the period of
Principal P.C. Goswami.

May I beg pardon for my utter failure
to menton even the names of some other
illustrious persons who might play similar or
even more efficient role in enhancing and
maintaining academic environment of some
other institutions.

Next to Principal, responsibility is bestwod
upon the College teachers to keep educatonal
atmosphere of the College. A college teacher
is in direct touch with his students. He thus is
capable of understanding students’ genuine
necessities expected to be fulfilled in a college.
Taking regular classes according to routine and
taking active and efficient part in co-curricular
and extra-curricular activities are the bounden
duties of a College teacher. Moreover, now-a-
days it is seen teachers are compelled to resort
often to agitational programme for their just and
genuine demands and also against the wrong and
antipeople educational policy of the central and
the state government. Democratic character
must be maintained in all such movements and
students guardians and people having academic
interest are to be sausfied that such movements
are not directed against students’ interests but
against anti-education policy of the Governments.
College teachers are all highly educated persons.
It is expected of them that they not only perform
their duty in a given environment but also that
they generate conditons for a better environment.

Bulk of the ingredients of a college is the
student community. Student community, therefore,
plays an important role in keeping and enhancing
its academic environment. Boys and Girls from
varied social, cultural and economic conditions
come to a college to get educaton and
knowledge in different disciplines. Some of them
bring obscurantant, fatalist ideas and also sectarian
feelings and communal hatred alongwith them
which are detrimental for the growth of society
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and civilization. They are, therefore, to be
educated to achieve and culdvate scientific,
secular and democratic values and ideas from
the very date of entrance to the college. The
problem of ever increasing unemployment,
particularly educated unemployment is
haunting our young generation. Corruption in
higher echelon and unethical way of living of
persons in power, and cultural degeneration,
in general, are the situations prevailing in our
country where our new generation exists. In
no way this situation is conducive to human
progress. Our economists, politcians, social
scientists and those who are working for the
transformation of the society must think
seriously and work in the right direction so
that we may usher in a society and the state
where exploitation of men by men stops,
social justice is restored, democratic rights are
upheld irrespective of cast, creed and religion.
But it will require long time to reach our
expected good. However, we cannot indulge
in chaos at present. Frustration and indifference
will not do any good. It is our duty to face
the situation bravely and with patience. So our
student force must rise to the occasion that
history has bestowed upon them. Education,
in its true sense, is of utmost necessity to-
day. To this end they must try hard to
maintain and enhance academic environment
of a college.

Responsibility of administrative and
office staff and of fourth grade employees

even is of no less important in maintaining
academic environment of an educational
institution.

Parents, guardians and society as a
whole must also offer their helping hands in
creating and maintaining a situation that helps
both teachers and the taught to achieve the
goal. They are to keep watch and guard their
young generaton so that their physical and
mental health are intact.

The role plaved by both the central and
the state government is vital in respect of the
question of academic environment of any
educatonal instutution. They are to see that
teachers are not compelled to resort to agitation
to get their long standing just and genuine
demands fulfilled or to get their monthly
salary in tme. Moreover, the governments
must not do anything contrary to democratic,
scientific and secular (denoting attitudes,
activities, or other things that have no religions
or spiritual basis) concept of education.
Liberalisation, Globalisation, privatisation,
commercialisation and communalisation of
education will the
growth of our socicty and the nation. Such
steps are to be bought tooth and nail to
compel the Governments withdraw such
retrograde and self defeating scheme.

Hope, we all will strive to have our

do 1mmense harm to

academic environment conducive to our better

future.

Dr. B.N. Kakati is the Head of the Deptt. of physics, Mangaldai College, Mangaldat.
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SOCIAL STATUS OF
TEACHERS

resently there is a burning question in every

corner about the social status and position

of teachers. Nobody can deny the fact
about the influence of a teacher in moulding the
behaviour of the child. Iiveryvwhere teachers are
respected and worshipped. Being a maker of man
and history his position will always be in the
highest ranked in the society. The nation’s destiny
and fate largely depend on the quality of teachers.
A teacher must have a sense of justice, of right
and wrong and inculcate this in his profession. But
justice and righteousness are becoming less seen
in our society. Rampant crime and corruption are
regular features in the society. Many of the leaders
and educators are interested to grab wealth and
power at all cost casting their all moral and human
values aside. It is a hard nced in the present to
revive all ethical values and standard of the society.
Thus, it is the highest responsibility of the teachers
to lead the voung generation in the right direction.

A teacher must have the teaching skill,
personal influence, moral character and dynamic
attitude through which he can impress the students.
But there beautiful elements that adds meaning to
life is in danger of disappearing from the present
day society. Selfishness and greediness are growing
everywhere. Thirst for new knowledge and literary
tests are essential requirement to a teacher. Reading
and wriung must be the regular hobby. Teachers
must have close touch with the persons of good
ability and experience by visiting different historical
places. But this idealism is mostly absent among

Mangalidai
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Dr. Birendra Nath Deka

the teaching community.
Love for the country and not communalism
or partisanship is the need of the day. While we
arec going global in terms of economy and
information, our minds seem to be getting smaller
and smaller. lach one for himself and family or
for his own communal group is becoming the
dominant attitude. It is a real laugh that many of
our schools do not sing the national anthem in
school ume in correct form. In such a scenario,
the teacher has the responsibility of helping the
young folks to enlarge their mental horizon.
The real purpose of education is to impart
knowledge and skill that will be uscful for hiving.
Passing of examination through cramming is not
the purpose of actual education. Many of the
students after having graduation in Arts cannot
write even an applicaton in correct form. It is
only because of poor teaching for which the
teachers are responsible. It lies in the hands of
the teachers to motivate the students to learn their
lessons with a love for the subjects not merely
out of compulsion or for the sake of grades.
Teachers has to questions instead of giving ready-
made answers. let the students

answers for themselves and experience it with joy

find out the
of discovery. It is often said that a poor teacher
tells, average teachers explains, a good teacher
demonstrates and a great teacher inspires. In fact
great teachers are rare. The highest number of our
teachers fall within the category of poor 1O
average with a few expectations. However, teach-
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ers are assessed on their performance.

The selection one of the
major defects. The selections of teachers are usually
or academic

of teachers is

done not on the basis of merit
performance. Interviews are held only for the
formality. Talent for teaching or training is not
inquired at the time of interview. Qualification,
character, talent and discipline are extremely nec-
essary for a teacher. The teaching ability and
training must be assessed at the time of interview:
Teacher candidates should teach classes under
obscrvation as a part of interview. It would be
proper if this practice becomes widespread.

Few talented people opt for teaching pro-
fession due to poor amenities and low salary. To
be realistic, they have to make a living out of their
carcers. Therefore, it 1s only natural to seek a carcer
that would pay cnough to make a decent living.
The Govt. pay scale perhaps is better, but our state
Govt’s chronic inability to pay monthly salaries for
months together has a major effect on the teachers.
Moreover, it is allege that in some cases teachers
have to buy their posts from the politicians and
officers. This is the present situation unhish prevails
in the state for which the status of teachers are
blamed by the society.

In fact many of the teachers love teaching
profession with full devotion and dedication and
with good heart. But sometimes they are comfelled
to turn clsewhere due to poor facilities available
for their living. For instance, there is the case of
a young man who would have been a good
teacher. He taught classes in time with great zeal
and interest. But the moment he gets a desirable

Job he wants to leave the teaching profession. Such

a good teacher leaves the job because of low
income. To support his family and for decent living
he wants to join in a post where he gets good
amount of salary.

The teachers to-day have lost their social
status and values only because of poor quality
teachers who fail to impart standard educanon and
secondly due to low salary that deters bright and
promusing persons from taking up the carcer. It
is an admitted fact that unless and untl the socio
cconomic conditons are improved the social status
and position of the teachers cannot be ensured.
In the present day society a person is known and
socially respected more by his wealth and income
then the contribution he makes towards the society.

Teaching is the noblest profession and
teachers are the source and facilitators to progres-
sive nation. However, it is an irony of fate that
teaching, profession and teachers no longer occupy
an honourable position in the socicty. Today
teachers are suffer from insccurity, poverty and
negligence. Financially their status 1s low, profes-
sionally their task is drudgery and administratively
they are worst affected. Even then teachers must
be very careful about their manners and behaviour,
habits and character, dealings and attitudes duties
and discipline. Positively teachers must be happy,
cheerful, good humoured and opumistic. Teachers
must have emotional stability, self control and self
discipline. Thus to improve the above conditions
and to develop social status the teachers must
chscharge their sincere duties with devotion and

dedication, zeal and enthusiasm, interest and plea-

surc.

Dr. B.N. Deka is a Retired Principal of Mangaldai Gort. . Teacher’s Training College, Mangaldar.
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NAAC, Mangaldai College and Its
Yolden Yubiloe

hrough = self-criticism
and  self-assessment
done in a demched
way, an individual  ca |
the weaknesses as wali s
and 1t

strengths in  him;

shows him the path for his
development, overcoming

his weaknesses and
shortcomings. This is true for an institution also.

Aatmaanam biddhi (Know thyself) - so said the

Dr. K. Rahman

Mangaldai college was cestablished 1in 1951
and now s celebrating the final phase of its
Golden Jubilee. For the last half a century it has
been growing peaccfully and 'naturally’ with lictde
worry for its future. NAAC  awoke 1t from s
complacent  slumber in April 2002 when  the
present  Principal, after auending a
arranged by NAAC

the college must get assessed by NAAC latest by

workshop

in Guwahat declared that

December 2003 and showed us the copy of the

Self-study report to be filled i for sclf-assessment

sage Yajnabalka to his wife Maitrevee. Natonal of the college.  The format of the self-study
Assessment and  Acreditation  Council (NAAC)  contains many questions to probe the various

practically echos the same Indian wisdom in its
philosophyv of sclf- assessment for the institutions
of higher study.

Constituted by UGC in 1994, NAAC desires
to be "a canalyric agent to monvate institutions of
higher learning to achieve excellence in all spheres
of activity and to impart quality educaton so that
students are equipped to face the challenges of
modern life”. In additon, it aspires to promote
the idea of accountability among the academia.
NAAC's modus operandi to achieve these begins
through the self-assessment of an instituton, and
this method of self-assessment and accreditation
of an institution of higher education has now been
recognized 1o be the most effective quality ensuing
mechanism all over the world. The scope of the
NAAC takes
it to be the "transformation process which takes

term qualiy' itself is quite wide.

learners as inputs; turns them into outputs with
enhanced knowledge, skill, attitude and habit" for

conditons of the institution; it asks about the
mission and goal of the mmsututon, it enquires
about the working of  the Grievance Redressal
Cell, Carcer Guidance and Counseling Cell; Health
Care Cell ete. ete. and we had none so farl It
requires details of our past examination results,
budgets, annual reports cte. and we did not have
them ready! It enquires about modernization of
the library, administration, teaching aids cte. and
we were complacent with our old sct-ups! We
were at a loss.  Hurriedly a  workshop was
arranged and experts from the Gauhau University
( Dr B N Raychoudhury and Prof. P | Das )
were invited to enlighten us abour ways of NAAC.
A Steering Committee  consisting of  Principal
i/ec Dr H K Goswami, Vice-Principal Dr. R K
Roy, the present author(coordinator), B C Hazarika
(asstr. Coordinator), A C Sarmah, Dr A Hoque
and A P Sikdar ) was formed to prepare the Self-
study Report. Another core committee, cmnpn‘::ing

colleges. mainly of the Heads of the Deparmments of the
Mangaldai
College
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"j““‘-',ﬂt'. was formed to facilitate data collection and
tor rendering all possible help to the Steering

Committee, Subscquently, the Governing Body of

the college was also involved and it took a formal
resolution to  invite NAAC and a Letter
Intention was sent 1o NAAC, Bangalore. Slowly
the process of our preparation of the Sclf-study
Rupm'r gained momentum.
As the headache to
accredited by NAAC was common to all colleges,
a cluster with ncarby  five

get assessed  and
our college formed
colleges ( Puly Kamrup College of Baihata, Rangiva
C_U”Fgu Puthimari College, Goreswar College and
Sipajhar College ) to cooperate in all affairs l'.L'IilrIl]\E_[
o Sclf-study  Report. meetings  and
“’f"’kﬁhups were arranged for the common benefit
of the cluster cullc‘uar?. Special mention may be
made of the frunful talks delivered by Prof. K
M Pathak, retived Vice-chancellor of Tezpur Central
L'nl\'ursir_\' and Prof. M Kakati, Head of the
D.cp:n'lmcnr of Business Administration, Gauhau
Lni\‘crsit_\‘ in these workshops.

In addition to Profile of the College, NAAC
These are

Several

ASsesses an mstitution in seven criteria.
(_'} Curricular Aspect, (n) Teaching learning
Evaluation, (i1) Research, Consultancy and Extension,
f‘“’J Infrastructure and learning Resources  (v)
Student Support and Progression, (vi) Organisation
and Management and (vii) Healthy Practices. Of
these, we have very litde to do in Curricular aspects
as it is solely controlled by the University. However,
on other aspects, ample scopes are there to
improve upon the existung conditions; and we, in
Mangaldai College, have endeavoured to do it in
all possible ways. Process of making systematic
Teaching Plans was started last vear, opening of
Grievance Redressal Centre, Career Information
and - Guidance Centre, Health Care Centre and
Academic Improvement Cell have been undertaken.
Vocational course on Computer Applications has
already been started with the collaboration of Tata
Intotech. In addition to installation of computers
in four Departments and computerizauon of the
admission process with the software developed in
the college( by this author), modernisation of the
library and office have also been initated with
cump.u[crg, In casc of necessary documents and
data, we had to really work hard to bring things

of

in order. All necessary preparations being done, the
NAAC steering committee 1s now in a positon
to submit the Self-study Report.

The coincidence of the Golden  Jubilee
Celebration of the College and preparation for
NAAC assessment has proved to be beneficial
specially for the lateer. The sincere effort of
the Mangaldai College Golden Jubilee Celebraton
Committee (MCGJCC) has borne many  fruittul
results which have contributed immenscely 1o the
college infrastructure.  The construction of a
Science Gallery and a new Conterence Hall( from
generous grants of MP Sri MM Singh and Sri
M Rajbanshi respectively) |, a new reading room
in the central library (donated by family of late
D Dutta), a new Teachers' Common Room
(donated by the teaching staff of the college) can
be cited in this regard.  The boring of a deep
tube well facility in the campus (through the
midative of Ms B Chakravorty, central minister)
and proposed new canteen house are two more
examples. The donation of five computers by the
state. minister H B Sarma  and construction of
metalled interconnecung road inside the college
campus from donations of state minister S Barkataki
are the other two assets the MCGJCC  has
procured. Three new entrance gates of the college
from the donations of Sri N Sarkar, Dr (Ms) U
Bora and Mr T Ali on the occasion of the Golden
Jubilee have added charm to the college campus.
The Alumni Association, on which  NAAC puts
substanual importance, has also been formed on
this memorable Al these  valuable
addivons to our beloved college have enhanced
the dignity ol the college and will undoubtedly
bring a little more credit from the NAAC peer

OCCASION..

team when it will visit our campus.
The Golden Jubilee and  assessment |
NAAC, both being milestones in the history of
Mangaldai College, I have no doubt that posterity
will cherish the sweet memory of these years of
Golden Jubilee Celebration as also the vears of
NAAC assessment of our institution with gratitude.
With proper guidance from NAAC and with the
implementation of various plans undertaken, the
college hopes to meet the challenges in education
in the 21st century and wants to remain relevant

by

to the s ciety as a centre of excellence in education.

) * .
Dr. Rabwan iv a I ecturer o Physics

and Co-ordimation of Nteering comnnittee,

" " 4 ' . ' 2
Self-Study Report prepavation, Mangaldai - College.
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ONE OF THE BEST IMPETUS :

t was 1961, 1 cannot but
remember the davs of my
life in Mangaldai College.
- We passed our valuable days
with many difficulties for non-
availability of teaching staff of
the College and paucity of fund,

» ¥ <
i but I never forget our then best

first teachers of Mangaldai

College

College namely  Principal
Purandar Sarma, Prof. Gajen Thakuria, Prof. Purna
Bora, Prof. T.C. Rastogy, Prof. Hiranva Baishya, Prof.
Ushasit Ghosh, and Prof. Abdul Mazid. They loved
and encouraged me 1in many ways in the every walk of
my College life. Bur 1 do admit that the academic and
the administrative aspect of the Mangalda College at
that time was quite different than what 1t 1s n the
PTU‘\L‘T][.

Mangaldai College 1s realv a philosopher stone
and carcer making computer in the District of Darrang,
Mangaldai, which is situated within the radius of two
Killometres from the centre of Mangaldal Town. A
time will come when our student generation will think,
even in the second thought, about this insutution to be
the best in making an ideal carcer and lifestyle from
their own natve home place.

Mangaldai College, was playing a vital role for
its development against heavy odds since it concerved.
Although our country faces all crisies viz political,
economic and moral etc. Mangaldai College is a symbol
of Standard of Iducation, courage, beauty, humanity
and discipline. That 1s why we always hope against hope,
but out hope should not be belied. Out student
generations will surely get a new kindly light 1o lead
their College life themselves to the climax of quality
of education. If our authorities concerned turn a deaf

| College

A PHILOSOPHER STONE
Aroon Barooa

car in the alround developments of College, specially
in academic and administranve aspect of the College,
it will be difficult rask to fulfil the aims and objects of
the College. The flowers of prosperity of the College
will not bloom rather 1t will nip in the bud in the long
run.

It would not be out of place to menton that
my late father Basab Ch. Barooa. B.L. pleader, Secy.
Mangaldar Bar Association, was onc of the active
exccutive members of the Managing Committee of
Mangaldar College, who conceived the first idea of
site for the place of Mangaldar College. Tt was not
long before, Aswani Barkakart, the Observer and
Inspector of University Grant Commussion, Govt, of
Assam, visited Mangaldai and was highly impressed by
the constructive suggestion of my father and ulumately
observer declared the existing place to be the site for
Mangaldai College.

Morcover, Sri IKanan Bardoloi, NLAL, BT, who
is my elder sister was the G.B. active member of
Mangaldai College, after my father, rendered her best
services and tried to keep the presuge and dignity of
College and was always advocating the basic
qualification and quality eduction, Similarly Dr. Suchitra
Barooa Kakau M.A. Ph.D,, L.1.B., my younger sister
also who rendered her best services for the well being
of the College. Thus all the members of the family of
late father, contributed, co-operated and helped for
the development of Mangaldai College.

I, being the Asstt. General Secretary of this
Mangaldai College, ulumately conducted COLLEGE
UNION after the resignation of the then G.S. In
addition to that I donated many plants of Banana trees
adn Pineapple’s chukkers, from my garden to Mangaldai
College’s agriculture farm during the time of Principal
Probodh Goswami.

Mangaldai

1951-2003

Sri Barooa is an exstudent of Mangaldai Colleze and now he ts a Social Workers.
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APPENDIX - |

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIRST PUBLIC MEETING
TO ESTABLISH A COLLEGE AT MANGALDAI

Proceedings of a meeting of the Public of Mangaldai held on 25.6.51 at 3-30 P.M.
in the Mangaldai Public Library.

Shri A.B. Dasgupta, Sub-divisional officer is proposed to the Chair.
The proposal for the establishment of a college at Mangaldai is discussed at length.
The meeting is attended by a large number of gentlemen from all parts of the Sub-division.
It is unanimously decided to have an Intermediate Arts College at Mangaldai.
Resolved that a Committee be formed with the following members to explore the possibility of
starting the college with effect from the ensuing session.
1. Shri A.B. Das Gupta I.A.S. S.D.O.
2. Shri B.C. Medhi B.L. M.L.A.
3. Shri P. Sarma M.A., B.L. M.L.A.
4. Shri R. Sharma B.L. Advocate
6. Shri B. Rajkhowa M.A.
7. Shri S. Saharia B.L. Advocate.
The Committee should submit its report before the General Committee, positively on or before
the 5th of July.
Shri R. Sharma is entrusted with the task of convening the meeting.
Shri Rajani Kanta Sarma Volunteers to donate a sum of Rs. 101/- (a sum of rupees one hun-
dred and one only). towards meeting of the preliminary expenses. It is accepted with thanks.
The next meeting is unanimously decided to be held at 1 P.M. on the 7th of July 1951.

A.B. Das Gupta,
President
25/6/51

APPENDIX-II

Proceedings of The First Usual Meeting Of The Governing Body Of The
Proposed Mangaldai Arts College Held On 28.7.51

Members Present :

. Shri A.B. Das Gupta S.D.O., President

. Shri T. Sarma B.L.

. Shri S. Das Gupta B.L. Advocate

. Shri S. Ghosh

. Shri S. Saharia B.L. Advocate

. Shri P. Sharma M.A. B.L. M.L.A.

. Shri B. Ahmed B.L.

. Shri R. Sharma B.L. Advocate, Secretary
Shri A.B. Das Gupta President takes the Chair.

o~ o A WN =

ACHTR AIAwIE
ﬂﬁ.‘;ﬂ/ng . T T SR ) e IE . e YREY-1009



Resolution No. 1 :

It is unanimously resolved that the proposed Mangaldai Intermediate Arts College be started from
the current session with the following subject, viz., English, Vernacular, History, Civics, Logic and San-
skrit.

Resolution No. 2 :

Resolved that advertisement be sent forthwith by the Secretary for publication for seven alternate

issues in the Assam Tribune, Amrit Bazar Patrika and the Statesman for the post of a Principal and five

professors for teaching English, History, Civics, Logic and Sanskrit for Mangaldai Intermediate Arts
College at the following scales of pay,

Principal = Rs. 400/- (Including D.A.)

Professors N Rs. 200/- (Including D.A.)

But higher initial pay will be given to candidates with brilliant academic gqualification. The Principal
must be a first class M.A. with previous experience. The Professors must be atleast 2nd class M.A.s.

The last date of receiving the applications will be the 31st August, 1951 and they will have to join
not later than 15th September, 1951.

The Principal and the Professors will have to execute contract to serve the institution for three
years.

Resolution No 3 :

Resolved that advertisements inviting applications from students for admission into the college
be sent to the Assam Tribune and The Assamiya for the publication in three alternate issues. Admission
will start from 16th August 1951 and will close 15th of September, 1951.

Admission fees and other fees will be like that of Cotton College.

Resolution No 4 :

Resolved that Shri Purandar Sarma M.A., B.L., M.L.A. be requested-

1) to move the Govt. of Assam for monthly grant-in-aid for Rs. 1000/- for the first year for the
Mangaldai College.

2) to move the D.P.l. to allow Shri Bhabananda Rajkhowa M.A. assistant teacher, Govt. High
School to serve as a part-time lecturer in the Mangaldai Intermediate Arts College outside
school hours.

3) to move that Govt. to allow the Govt. Servants including the Police Officers and Mouzaders
of Mangaldai Sub-division to raise funds for the college.

Resolution No. 5 :

Resolved that the Managing Committee of the Town Girls' High School be requested to move the
D.P.l. for permission to hold the classes of the Mangaldai Intermediate Arts College in the said Girls’
School premises outside school hours.

Resolution No 6. :

Resolved that the Secretary of the college be requested to make necessary arrangements for
accommodating the Principal, Professors and students.

Resolution No. 7 :
Resolved that the Secretary be authorised to incur necessary initial expenditures.

Sd/- A.B. Das Gupta,
President.
28.7.51
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APPENDIX-1II
List of President’s Governing Body, Manaldai College

1. A.B. Das Gupta, B.L., S.D.0. (Civil) 18. B. Rajkhowa, M.A.
2. Jitendra Nath Das, M.A. S.D.O. (Civil) 19. P. Saran, IAS

3. B.K. Bhuyan, B.Sc. S.D.O. (Civil) 20. Pradip Singh, IAS
4. K.N. Phukan, B.L. S.D.O. (Civil) 21. B.N. Baruah, IAS
5. B.N. Das, B.L. S.D.O. (Civil) 22. B.N. Baruah, IAS
6. S. Saikia, S.C.0. (Civil) 23. A.K. Bhalla, IAS

7. P.N. Rao, IAS (Civil) 24. |.P. Phukan, ACS
8. R.V. Lyngdon, IAS (Civil) 25. C.K. Sarma, ACS
9. V. Ramakrishna, IAS, SDO (Civil) 26. U.S. Banerjee, ACS
10. H.N. Das, IAS, SDO (Civil) 27. K. Goswami, ACS
11. S. Das Gupta (Advocate) 28. U.S. Banerjee, ACS
12. B. Barua, 1AS, SDO (Civil) 29. K. Goswami, ACS
13. D.R. Dutta, MLA 30. PK. Nath, ACS

14. D.R. Dutta, MLA 31. P.P. Baruah, ACS
15. D.R. Dutta, MLA 32. HK. Das, MLA

16. L.K. Saikia, MLA 33. Basanta Das, MLA

17. P. Sarma, M.A. B.L.

APPENDIX-IV

MEMBERS OF THE OFFICE STAFF 2003
SI. No. Name Designation Date of Joining
1, J.A. Md. Iguebal Librarian 16.11.72
2. Sri G.K. Baruah S/A 16.11.72
3. Sri S.R. Bora Acctt. 8.11.74
4. Sri A.C. Sarmah Cachier 19.1.76
5. Sri H. Sarmah L.D.A. 11.7.77
6. Sri A. Matlib L.D.A. 2.1.79
s Sri M. Sarmah Lib. Asstt. 15.7.77
8. Sri A. Mazid L.D.A. 28.1.82
9. Sri M. Deka Lab. Asstt. 13.9.76
10. Sri S. Sahariah L.D.A. 20.7.85
11 Sri D. Deka L.D.A. 27.12.84 (N.S.)
12. Sri S. Rahman L.D.A. 8.6.96
13, Mrs. K. Deka Lib. Asstt. 12.9.96 (N.S.)
14, Sri U.C. Sarmah Lib. Br. 2179
15. Sri T. Anmed Lib. Br. 1.7.78
16. Sri S.B. Chetry Lib. Br. 20.10.71

3¢ Y-3009
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17. Sri K.N. Deka Chowkidar 9.9.66

18. Sri P.K. Sarmah Bearer 1.10.66
19. Sri M. Ali Bearer 21.7.69
20. Sri B. Bania Peon 1.10.73
21. Sri G.N. Sarmah Peon 1.12.71
22. Sri K. ALi Bearer 2:1.78
23. Sri H.Deka Peon 25.1.92
24, Sri K.C. Sarmah Bearer 2.1.79
25. Sri U.C. Deka Bearer 10.3.78
26. Sri D. Kalita Bearer 2.1.79
27. Sri Moksadur Bearer 21.79
28. Sri Mozammil Hussain Bearer 3.1.79
29. Sri Ganapati Nath Bearer 11.4.98
30. Sri Nousad Ali Bearer 23.9.79 (N.S.)
i I Sri L. Mahanta Bearer 10.12.84
32. Sri Bhuban Sarmah Bearer 18.1.82
33.. Sri Durlov Nath Bearer 1.12.81
34, Md. Ahad Ali Bearer 20.12.81
35} Sri Makhan Sarmah Bearer 10.5.85
36. Sri B.L. Jadav Bearer 2.11.92
ar. Sri Gajen Boro Bearer 11.6.96
38. Sri B.K. Sarmah Bearer 2.1.95
39. Sri Parama Sarmah Bearer 1.9.79
40. Sri Budheswar Sut Night Chowdikar 1.7.96
41, Sri Arun Deka Cleaner 15.9.88
42, Sri A. Rajkhowa L.D.A. 1.7.2000
43. Mrs. Dipali Das Bearer 27.10.92
Appendix-V

Vice Presidents, Mangaldai College Student’s Union
From 1988 to 2003

1988-89 Pratap Bardoloi
1989-90 Kalpana Sarma
1990-91 Prasanta Nath
1991-92 Dilip Kr. Deka
1992-93 Dibjyoti Sahariah
1993-94 Rajib Baruah
1994-95 Hemanta Kr. Sarmah
1995-96 Prafulla Dev Sarmah
1996-97 Jayanta Sunual
1997-98 Mantu Kr. Boro
1998-99 Dipak Sarmah
1999-2000 Dipen Deka
2000-2001 Ranjan Sarmah
2001-2002 Dwipmani Nath

e R 2002-2003 Dwipkishor Saikia
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Appendix-VI
General Secretaries from 1951-2003
of Mangaldai College Student’s Union

Sri Harendra Nath Sarma 1951-'52
Sri Anandi Sarma 1952-'53
Sri Siba Sarmah 1953-'54

Record not available
Record not available

Sri Prabin Deka 1956-'57
Sri Rudra Sahariah 1957-'58
Sri Girindra Baruah 1958-'59
Sri Budhiram Deka 1959-'60
Sri Rabindranath Sarmah 1960-'61
Sri Tarun Kumar Deka 1961-'62
Sri Dipak Kumar Sarma 1962-'63
Sri Lakshi Kanta Hazarika 1963-'64
Sri Lakshi Kanta Hazarika 1964-'65
Sri Gopal Ch. Baruah 1965-'66
Sri Kushal Medhi 1966-'67
Sri Gobindra Ch. Boro 1967-'68
Sri Satyandra Kr. Bora 1968-'69
Sri Sadhi Ram Bora 1968-'70
Sri Bipin Ch. Rajbongshi 1970-'71
Abdul Rezek 1971-'72
Hareswar Bora 1972-'73
Muslimuddin Ahmed 1973-'74
Zoii Nath Sarmah 1974-'75
Upen Sahariah 1975-'76
Atul Chandra Goswami 1976-'77
Juran Chandra Kalita 1977-'78
Sat Ram Nath 1978-'79
Mahendra Mohan Chodhury 1979-'80
Mahendra Mohan Chodhury 1980-'81
Apurba Kr. Sarmah Baruah 1981-'82
Mahendra Mohan Chodhury 1982-'83
Dharma Kanta Sarma 1983-'84
Bhargav Kr. Das 1984-'85
Prasanna Kumar Saikia 1985-'86
Pranab Bardoloi 1986-'87
_ entn sReem
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37.
38.
39.
40.
41,
42.
43.
44,
45.
46.
47,
48.
49,
50.
B
52.

STUDENTS’ LEADER’S OF N.S.S. MANGALDAI COLLEGE

©CPNOOH DN

10.

Upen Goswami
Kailash Baruah
Mun Goswami
Hitesh Hazarika
Arun Deka

Nalini Sahariah
Bhaben Kr. Deka
Ganesh Dutta
Simanta Kr. Deka
Pranab Baruah
Hiren Deka
Dibyajyoti Bora
Hitesh Kr. Deka
Dwipkishore Saikia
Dwipkishore Saikia
Mukut Ch. Baruah

Hari Kr. Karki

Muslimuddin Ahmed

Mohan Ch. Lahkar
Deben Sarmah
Bijoy Kr. Sarmah
Reba Kr. Sarmah
Kartik Ch. Baruah
Romani Deka
Gopal Ch. Nath

Chandra Kanta Nath

Thagiram Sahariah

Mukut Baruah
Narayan Sahariah
Dilip Kr. Nath
Dhruba Kr. Saharia
Hitesh Kataki
Ganesh Deka

Bhaskar Jyoti Sarma

Kiriti Ranjan Sarma

Hiren Baruah

Hridayananda Goswami

Jalti Kalita

Rukma Borah
Ganesh Ch. Saikia
Dhiraj Nath

1987-'88
1988-'89
1989-'90
1990-'91
1991-'92
1992-'93
1993-'94
1994-95
1995-'96
1996-'97
1997-'98
1998-'99
1999-2000
2000-'2001
2001-'2002
2002-'2003

APPENDIX-VII

1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80-81
1981-82
1982-83-84
1983-85
1984-86
1985-87
1086-88
1987-89-90
1930-91
1991-02
1992-93
1993-94
1994-95-96
1996-97
1997-98
1998-99
1999-2000
2000-01-02
2002-2003
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ASSAM FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION LTD.

(A Govt. of Assam Undertaking)
Zoo Narengi Road, Guwahati-781024
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With Best Compliments fram :

M/s CHHAGANMAL SARAWGI & SONS
Ph. : 222172
Agents : (I0OC) Assam Qil Division
N.T. Road, Mangaldai
Pin-784125
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NEVER REFILL YOUR CYLINDER FROM
UNAUTHORISED VENDORS. ALWAYS GET
THE CYLINDER REFILLED FROM YOUR
AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTORS AFTER OB-
TAINING PROPER RECEIPT.

NEVER USETRANSPARENT NON-RUBBER
TUBE. ALSO CHANGE YOUR RUBBER
TUBE ONCE IN EVERY 2 YRS.

DONOT LET ANY FAKE TECHNICIAN TO
HANDLE YOUR GAS CYLINDER INSTALLA-
TION. CONTACT YOUR CONCERN DIS-
TRIBUTOR FOR ANY KIND OF PROBLEIM.

SWITCH OFF THE REGULATOR KNOB
WHEN NOT IN USE.

DON’'T USE ANY ALTERNATE FUEL IN THE
SAME KITCHEN WHERE LPG IS USED.

PUBLISHED IN PUBLIC INTEREST BY-

=

USE LPG SAFETY .

INDIAN OIL CORPORATION LIMITED \h
(ASSAM OIL DIVISION)
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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, MANGALDAI COLLEGE

C

Sri Probin Deka, Ex., M.P.

Sri Monimoy Goswami

President, Alumni Association General Secretary,
Mangaldai College Alumni Assocation,
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Mangaldai College
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Jayanta Sunual
Bhaskar Kr. Deka/
Ganesh Dutta

ALTAEH

Dr. Khagendra Kr. Nath has been awarded Ph. D by G.U. in

2003 for his project.
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Department has an Education Cell

Called ‘Education Association’
Instituted.
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Jayanta Sarma
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