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— N.S. S, At a Glance —

1: Serve the community and nation through N.S.S;
2, Help the weaker sections to solve their problems.
3; Make your vacation and leisure period meaning-
full, 4. Learn dignity of labour, 5 Have acqui-
tance with the realatives of life while studying.
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A Decade of Assam
Sadhi Ram Borah, B, A. ,

Assam, a land
Nature raises its fragance
The people look
Like creatures

of the odds,
The creatures are

in the Assam Valley.
Assam, a. land
The creatures are
crying for peace
and its growth,
A decade over
Assam warned up
by the rising sun
The History,
speaks aloud.
Assam, a land of
Plenty Assam_
Gold, Silver,
Shine in our immortal land
Time Jooks at
Golden Assam
The Golden Assam
of my youthful days
come to me
We live together .
In peace and bless, o

* F %X

O Little Stars

Sri Siba Prassd Baruah
7. D, C 2nd Year
(Arts )

Oh Mother | Tell me
Who makes the stars,
That are shining-—

In darkness

Of a night sky;:

Though

I am very far—

Yet, I like to see

The vision of that bright stars
I like to see the moon—
Which is shining bright

Like the stars;

The moon is too shining
In the night sky,

I always want to see them
At day time -

But, unseen.”

Ch Mother | Tell me

Why they donot shine

At day time,

O

2/ Mangaldai College Magazine



—

eoweprful Sed

Oh’ powerful God |
you are so powerful,
And fair in the world,
Flow fair arec you?

What a beautifui—
And lovely your creatures |
I always auaxious
And want to know,

About your glorious world,
{ pray you to meet, but
T don’t know about your Shape,
Only ! can image you,
as a God ( powsrful )

No body can say about you
xcept your holy Angels.
Sky, rain, air, trecs, animals
Everything is your creatures.

And you arc onily ereator
of a)l those things
f always heariag about veur
wonderfu! Stars, Planets and Sun

How did they moving
Their own places
Ob, powerful God 1
You are So Poweriul 7 o
£d. Asadullah Ahmed
7.D.C: 20d Year

Z2 Road Vietim

A pool of blood
And an unkncwn fear
Kept them at bay,

Explanations poppesd up,
all around ;
at the cost of raised heels, bended knees

and half-open windscreens,

Standing under the burning sun
their meanings me,
May be they drove the foul sight
down into the river’s throat
beyond the rim of memory;

Long after, tiying to find my way out of
that evening’s crowd,
for a moment I were confused ;

Which one is redder 7-
The setting Sun spread over the mighty
Brahmaputra
or the victim’s now cold blcod
inviting namelees vultures,

Nihar Ry Mishra
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LITERVRACY ANMONG THE MTRIBALS
OF DARRKRANG DISTRIOSY

0~ [
e

G. Goswami
Head., Deptt. of Geography,

@ tsam {3 an anthropoiogical muscum with many socio-religlous groups of pzople.
@R The history of peopling of the region has been closely linked with india on thte one hand
and ths south-east Asia and the Pacific countries on the other, Assamese cultore is the
sumtotal of the primitive and the advanced, contributed both by the Aryans and the
non-Aryan clements [t is rather 8 composite culture contributed by Asteo-Asiatic, Mongo-
loid and Aryan elemscis. Indian history would remain incomplcte without a thorough
understaoding of ihe origin and development of thea civilization of Assam tha anclent Kam-
rups, Sioce the pre-historic period, the land has b:ex exposed teo Invation from the
cast, north-cast and wes:., With the dawn of history (c¢. 1700 B, C.} her link be-
came closer, both politically and culturslly with the rest of India.

One of the interestiog but gifficult problems of the Northeast India, is the study
of Its racial elements as thers was ne systematic chrealeles fn ths form of history
In anpcient Assam till the Ahom invasion in 1228 A. D, PFrehlstoric archzology and
soms other evidences prove that Assam b:ing located on one of the migration rolites
of the mankind, rcceived different waves of immigrants and sent out emigranis from
it sicce long past, It is found that there wero three main possiblo routes of migra-
tion-—first through the north or the mountzin passes of Tibet, Necpal and Bhuiao;
second, through the valley of the Ganges and the Braphmaputra and the other part
of India and the third, the Assam-Burma route across the Patkal ranges,

in the North-east India, the Mongoloid elemeais are predominznt in the popula-
tlon. Ths Mongololds or the Indo Mongoloids or the Kirats arve physically characterl-
sed by sirong cheek bones, slit eye, flat nose and slight growth of hair in ths body,
The so-called Aryan people of Assam, spoaking Indo—Europeza lancuages also sharo
inany physical features with the Monpgoloids. Itis no doubt (hat there his bean an
intermingling of the Aryauns, Mongoloids, Ausirics and the Dravidians ia this part
in different ages of the country’s history, In India, these people with socio - economic
backwardness as the main criterion, bave bsen categorised as the Scheduled Tribes and
the Indian Constitution, threugh its differcat Articles, provides them special safeguard
for their social and economical upliftm:nt, The Constitution thus ealists 212 such
tribzs spread over different Stetes of India, Cf these tribss, [North-casi India enlists
23 as the indigeneous omnes, According to tho 1971 census, they togeilier numbered
1,606,648 accounting for about 1l percent of the total population, of these, the most
numerous groups is the Bodo-Kacharis, followed by the mishing, Kachari inciluding
Sonowal and Karbi.

The prescnt paper is an attempt to study the soclo-cconom’c condition of the
tribal people of Darrang District of Assam, more particularly the literacy awong the
tribals of the district.
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Darrang District iz loczted bewtesn 26° 12'N and 26¢57°N lat. and 91°42°E and

Pradegh ; two perenaial rivers Panch—noi 2nd the Barnadi mark the eastern and west-
era boundary and Magaon and Pragjyotiscpur district from the southera boundary. Ii
covers an area of 34653, Km with the tcial population of 834,574 in 1971, The dis-
trict has a iribal populatlon of 18,494 souls consisting maicly of the Bodo-Kac-
beris 102, 227 ), Kachari  iocluding Sozowal ( 14,350 ), Rabhas ( 11,855 ) and Garo
(‘about 2000 ). They accoust for more than 15,4 percent of the total population of
the district, Very few of the people of other tribal commuaities live in the district,
but thay hardly form aay soclal group. So, they have bzen left outside the purview
of the present dizcussion, These fribsi communitics mataged to Jive in isolation and
malntained tholr cultural unity. But owing tc the advancement of traasport and
commusication systemn and rapid growth of frade and commerce, it has become
difficult for them to isolate th:ms:lves any loager and avold cultural contact,

Some of the Sociologists and Social Anthropologists have observed this social cou-
tact and opined that without proper education and preparation this socio—cuitural con-
tact have become harmful (o ths tribal p2ople aud created maoy adjustmsnt proble-
a3, D, Verrier Elwin, who [irst advocated the ‘National Park’ policy, thereby proferring
4 teparate administratios for the tribals 1o allow them to live In isolation wi'h happi-
ness and [reedom, modified his view and began to emphasise the need of planning
ior tha upli!'m':ent of the tribals through modernisation,

Modernization involves changes in the sccial atruciure, norms and value-orientati-
ons and as such it makes certain adaptive demands. Education is undoubtedly ona
of the key factors that valocks the door to modernisation, and MNteracy is, therefore,
both the index and agent to modernisation. Education has become vpart of the
economic Toundation of modern soclaty - a major avenu: of social mobility, a central
agency ol social distributlon and subsequenily an object of political debate and :o3ial
pelicy as urgent and as important as poverty, sickness or unemploymsnt, But prior
to education, the problem of bred must be satisfled. To case of peop & who hardly
get bread twice a day, literacy is a tall talk,

It is realised that if a society is to march forward socio-cconomically  all its
constiluzat commuuniiics must be Involved effectively in the process of davalopment,
The country canaot {mprove upon its present lamentable conditions leaving aslde
the tribal population, and if the tribals are to be involved, thzir problems aad pros-
peets must be assesssd. Such assessmant, miy perhaps be done more meaningfully

at micro level. Tt is with this view that the topic of this paper is consldered to
be significant,

Gronth and distribution of Tribal population ;

Darrang district being on (he gate

way of migration, there was a synthesis of

eople are said to have enfered into this area
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through different ways as Iadicated by legends, There are no writien records o
prove that the tribals had migrated to this arsa during the prenistoric days, Bui
it is true that since the days of Mahabharata, the tribal pcople have been living in this
part of the couniry, So, itis roasonable to conclude that if at ail the tribals have
migrated tc this part, it must have b2en during the pro-Mahabhiarata period.

According to the 1951 census, the tribal population of Darrang  district ( then
Mangaldai Subdivision ) was 60,604, It was [4.9 percent of the total population,
During 196!, ii increased to 95,531 and ths psrcantage being 16.3. Bui in 1971,
it was recorded to bz 128,494 with 15.4 perceni of the total population.

The tribsl population are numerous I th: middie and norihern paris of Darrang
districi. The zwme of contact of the ceatral ric: beit and the northern tga belt is
the zomc of concentration of iho tribal pz2opls. An Integraied Tribal Development
Project ( LT D.P ) has been coastituted in the district in [976 =77, It covers almost
the whole of Paneri Udasaiguri, jazbat aad Kaialgaon thana areas where tribal
populatioa are 50 perceat or more ( about 10,900 ) and very small area of Mangaidgai
and Dalgaon thaca., It covers an area of 635,20 Km®, Most of ths tribal popu-
iation aro conceatrated in thy Ambzzaon, Barchilajhar, Udalzuri, Majikuchi, Sakhar
Chinskona, Harisinga, Siipota Orasg, Dakua, and Kaslaigaon Mocuzas.

Edacation and Literacy :

As a part of ancient Kamrupa, arrang was actually linked wlith the rest of india,
Gurukula system of cducation was in vogus in ancient Kamrupa, Sanskrit was the
vehicle of thought and scholarship Howevaer, the traditional education was restrics
ted to the Brahmins and other high castes,

The iostitution of Satra becamo popular in the sixteenth century, But the iribal people
were debarred from this typs of formal educations After the ananeaxtion of Assam
in A,D, 1826, roally the Britishers started the mass education in Darrang district,
They establishcd two Verpaculsr Schools at Desh Darrang ( Mangaldai ) and Chatgari
( Tangla ) in 1837, the letter being located in the tribal arsa, After 1874—75, they
established few more schools in the district. The American Bsptist Mission made
a notabie coniribuilon by establishing few Pcimary Schoois at Beogbari and Hari-
singa duiog 1880, It was oxnly in 1903, when the first Hizh School was established
at Mangaldai town, Very few tribal people received their educztion in if,

Ip respect of literacy, Darrang Distrlct occupicd the lowest position among tho
plains districis of Assam, excluding Goalpara, Analysing the cause of this protrac-
ted backwardncss of the district, Mr. C.S. Mulan, the th:n dicsctor of Census, ©b-
served in 1931 as fowllows : “ Darrang had oaly 65 literates per thousand and it
was the worst plein district of Assam from the polnt of view of literacy. The appa-
rent reason for the long continusd backwardomess was started to be that the aGistrici
had a large Kachari population aming waom literacy was almost negligiblie.

After 1934, along with the forma jon of Mangaldai Local Board, the weckly markets
(hats) of the district brought undar ifs control, A huge amount of moncy collecicd
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from the sale of the markets by the Board aad bsgao to disbursy libarel grants for
estab ishment of High Schools in the district from that fuad, Mainy High Schools
were established with the fipancial help of the Local Board, In ths tribal inhabiied
areas such High Schools were established at Khairabarl, Bhergaon, Puthimari, Harisinga
and Udalguri from 1940 to 1947.

The position of tribal literacy was not however batter, even after the indepandznce
of India. It was about (50 percent in 1951 when th: Assam averaje was 18.2. In
1961, the percentage of tribal literacy was 17.3, when the district average was 21.1 and
the State average was 275, Inspite of establlshing so maiay schnols, oven inside the
tribal arcas, the position was not however improved and the 1971 czasui record shows
a decline in tribal literacy to 17,1, when the disirict average wai 20,0 and the Stata
average being 28,8 percent, The percentage of tribal female literacy was further pitia-
ble, and it was 64 in 196! and 9.3in 1971.

The influence of Christianity is well observed in the district from the spread of
education and literacy, Christlacity bsing more prevalent in Udalgurl thana area, literacy
is aleo high, The thana-wise breakup of the literacy record of 1961 and 1971 as follows :

Paneri — Udalguri -—— Majbat — Kalaigion — Dailgaon — Mangaldai,
1961 — 132 — 236 — 127 — 13.0 - 17.1 — 222
1971 — 15,7 =-- 222 — 123 - 15.3 - 32 = 20.0

The great diversity of llteracy amoang the different thana areas wias mainly boa-
cause of the difference of schooling facilities, In the Udalguri and Maagaldai chana
area, tho figures are high because of ths influence of Christian Misslonary ia Udal.
guri and adequate schooling facilitles as the admiaistrative headquarters in Mingaldai,
About 30 percent of the total tribal p2ople of Udalguri thana area are converted to
Christianism and the Miszioneries established many Primary Schools ia the area,

Formerly, Assamese was used io be the m:dium of instruction in all the Primary
and Secondiry Schools of the district includiog thoss of the tribal areas But for
constant demand of the Bod-Kachari people the Bodo Languags was recognised as the
mediuam f ins uction in 1962 for the Primary stoges of education, in 1968 for the Middle
English stages a2ndin 1972 for the Secondary stages of education Ii may bz meationcd
herpe that the disirict possesses 300 L Po Schools, 13 M. E S:a00ls anad 3 High Schools
with Bodo asthe medium of {astruction Butin spito of geiting the schools of their
own medium of iestructions aad with many tribal teachers, the tribal psopls till 1971
hoyve not been able to show a significant performince In the literary world,

{: has aiready bsen maaotioned that the disirict accouats for 128,494 tribal pzople
out of the total populatios of 834,574 and the average perc:ntage of tribal literacy
is 17.1, when the district average is 20.0 perceni., It may, therefore; bs calculated
that out of the 705,980 ncn tribal popaulation of the district, the average literacy
must be 23 percent, which is-much bigher than the preien: district average. We may,
thegefore, formulate a hypothesis that - ¢ Educational backwardness of the tribal pzople,

a bulk of the population of the district, has contributed towards tha

who constituie 2 ¥ B T
general backwardness of the distric.”,
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Siructural constraints of Tribal education :

The educational backwardness of the tribal people of Darrang district arise malaly
from three sets of structural varlables—(a) the ecological factors, (b) the soclo —eco-
nomic status and (c) the internal structure of the school system, Some of these factors
may be detalled as follows :

(i) Geograpbical terrain and location of School :

In the northern part of the district. where tribal concertration is mcre, the means
of communication is lagging behind. The rezgion is full of streams and rivulates,
Obviously, the children of agegro up of 6 -11find it difficult to go to the schools,
if it is not located in their own village ltself. Moreover the enrolment and dally
attendanc: of the students is found to bz more in the road-side schools thern thoss
of the interior locations.

(ii) Hostel facilities :

Most of the school of tribal locality, are lack of hostel facillties, Very few
schools of Tangla Harisinga, Bhergaon and Udalguri area having hostel facilliss at(ract
more pupil than the others. Provision of hostel facility in the L.P. Schools s no-
where seen. Arrangement of hostels with free food and lodging will naturally attract
the tribal s'udents most of whose parents are below the poverty line.

ili) Socio-Cultural factors :

Tribal peopls of the disirict are not wholly of the equal social catagory. Thers
are different clans with different social status and as such the Rabhis claim to be
sociaily higher thao the Bydo-Kacharls Apart from this caste difference, there has
developed a class structure also among the tribals and in practical field, the percan-
tage of litaracy amoog the higher-class pzople is more than that of low.r class.
iv) Free distribution of books and mid day meal :

Although very recently arrangements have been made for free distribution of
books, provision of mid-day meal has not yet arranged. I[f implemented, it will
paturally attract the poor tribal chiidren for Schooling, which will subsequently raise
the percentage of literacy.

v} Mo'ivation and Training ;

Motivation to tribal youths and parents is in no way inferior to other sjcio-
cultural aspectss Introduction of aduit education among the illeterate parents will
naturally motivate them to encourage theit children for schooling To ach'eve a
satisfactory result, more particularly their womsn must bz given proper education,

Moreover, as agriculture has a direct impact op education, to improve the edu-
cational economy the youths from each tr.bal villags may be given intensive training
on sclentific cultivation so that, they bescome the 'diffusion psiats’ and excension
agents to innovation,

vi) Teachers: :

A Teacher in (tribal areas must have a thorugh koowledgze of triba! life and
culture, He must speak the tribal langusge and profess the tribai culture, Oaly
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under such circumstances, he will be In a pozition to act as a friend, philosopher
and guide to the tribals. To achieve such a fruitful result, the educated tribal tea-
chers are preferred to be appointed in the tribal localities, so that the soclal dis-
tance between the tcachers and the taught can be removed.

vii) School calender and curriculum :

The tribal people of this area are predominantly Marginal farmers, So the ser-
vices of their children are utilised as soon as thev are able for agricultural works,
It is an economic proposition and entails dislocation in tha traditlonal pattero of
division of labour for a tribal family to send thsir grown up children t> school.
The school calender affixing the holidays and vacatlons are to be so prepared, so
that they do not tally with the agricultural activities, Similarly, the school timings
should be fiexible and adapted to thc local conditions. Moreover the school curri-
culum, atleast in the Primary Ilevel should be propared in such a manner as to inco-
porate much of the local cultural contents, as it would ensure intzrest of the tribal
students in education.

Conclusion

Based on the above discussions and the subject to the limitations imposed on
the ‘study, the following observations may be mads regarding the educational uplift-
ment and social change [n the tribal society 3

No soclety is static in the changing world. Acculteration has come to be a recent
phenomenon in the social structure of the Indian soclety. The spirit 07 acculturation
has been gaining momentum with the devalopment of education and economic sltuation.
A greater degree of soclal mobility can accelerate the proc:ss of acculturation, Tri-
bal people of Darrang district are also on the verge of procsss of acculturation, It
is therefore, the duty of the planners to evolve suitable plans and programmszs for
the all round development of the tribal people, without disturbing thelr social ethos
and traditional cistoms, which help in preserving a cultural mosaic of the great
Assamese Ssociaty,
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GEOGR APHICAL SETTING OF 1 E5S
MANGALDAI TOWN & IRE&
Shri Mati Ram Medhi.
M. A. M, PhiL

angaldai Towa with a population of 12, 150 (197i) is the headquarteras of

the newly formed Duarrang district on the north bank pl!ain of the Brahma-

putra Valley, The town with a total arey of 4'95 sq. Kms-lies on the inters:-
ction of 2672550 N parallel of latitude and 92°02/(" E meridian of longitude. Itis
situated at a distance of 68 Kms east of Gauhati, the class I town of the Brahma-
*putra Valley. It is ess:ntizlly a market oriented and admiaistrative town by the slde
- of Natlonal High Way No. 52. It geined the status of atown slnce the advent of
- the Britishers when the British civilian Veich made this place the headquartsrs of
Darrang district in 1833, However, in 1835 the headquariers were shifted from thls
‘plece to Tezpur and it conticued to be the subdivisional headquarters sinca touen till
July 1, 1983,

The Mangaldai mupicipal area is bounded by the Villages Tengaibari, chapai and
Howly Mobaopur on the north, Norih Truck Road and the Bega River on the cast,
Upakupara and the :iungaldai river on the west and the charland’ of the Brahmaputra
on the souih,

Geographically, Mangzaidai Town area is a emall river valley plain of Mangaldai
river, ‘This river with its tributary ‘Bega’ is flowing througzh the heart cf the town.
The plain had its origin thousands of years ago. Th> present site of the town is
like an alluval upland in the midst of lowlying agriculturzl lands and its tepography
is even. The town enjoys the lacational advanisge of aeting as a liaison beiween
two different but geographically very Imporiaut regions of Assam the fertile rice and
jute growing reglon of lower North Assam plain and the rich tea growing regions
of upper nortu baok plaia,* The town is surrounded by rich alluvial land which have
afforded pleciy of resources to atfract early scitiers,

The reliel of Mangaldai Town is a'most ithe same with that of the district as a

whole, Tho Darrang district consisis of ‘a patch of the plain lying between tus
iceply rising Himalayas on the nor.h and the mighty Brahmapuira oo the South,
It has four distinet physlographic zones, Firstiy. there is lhs ‘Bazbar' zone lying at
the juncture of the Himalayas and the plaln, which is built up of coulesceace of
allovial faps, Secondly, South of ths Bhabar zoao' lies Ths ®lerai’ arca which is
relatively ilat and has damp ground. Thirdiy, south of tha Terai beit, there i3 tha
relatlvely consolidrated built up c.atral zone, Mapgaldai Town is located in ths son-
thern of limit on this zone Fourthly the lowlying zone bordering the Brahmaputra con-
sists of active flocd plains of the Brahmaputra,

The area where Mangaldai Toun is situated may be divided inio two micronat-
ural divislons,® viz, the jupgle covered flat lands and the northern highlands, Near
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ti:e Brahmaputra there Is the jungle covered ilat lands where the villagers raise
gummer rico, pulsss and mustard. When the icvel rises reiatively the paddy Jand is
found in asgociaiion with the groves of bambaoos, arccanut and occonut. The
porthern highland is covered by forests, All thess havae provided a suitable situation fer
the arowth of the town,

The whele of Darraeg disirict is drained by thrze systems of rivers, the Bar Nadi-
Na i adi group, the hiangaldai Noa Nadi group and the Dhansiri group, Agaia these
sirezms gand rivers may be divided into two groupi: ( 1) those which originate from the
mountains and 2) those which come out from the Terai Region, The former are perennial
jp character and the latter dry up completely in the winter season. While the western partt
of Mangaldai Town with an arca of about S0 Km? falls under the drainage basin of the
Bar Nadi-Na Nadi system tlic eastern part which comprise an area of about 300Km?
is drained by the Jia-Dhansiri River. The Na-Nadi group of rivers has shown some
stability in iis fower course io which Manga!dal Town is exactly located, Thus tae-
rlver Mangaldai with its tributery Bega is the main drainage of the area whichis.
flowipg through the hcart of the town,

Like other part or Assam the location of Mangaldai has provided with a sub-
tropleal climate with well mark:d scasonal variations. There is heavy raiofall in

its average annual rainfali is 189 cm, and the mean

summer and diought in winter.
3'4* c.

annual temperature is 22:4°c, the maximum being 36*4'c and the minimum
The average annual rainfall is however; lower in th: south western part of the dli-
trict, Thus Kurua which is locaid in this part receives enly an aaonual rainfail of
160 cm. The amount of rainfall increases towards north-east where places like Tangla,
Panori and Udalguri reeelve rainfull of 206 cm and 225 cm respectively., Conform-
ing to this pattern of rainfall, the temperature alao decreases from the South (o the
noriin of the district.

The soile of Maogaldai Town and iis suburbs are loamy with patches built of
finc silts, rich in alluvium which when dry becoimes very hard and compac'.
This type of soil is locally knows &s Kaihmati (old alluviums ). Tkis type of soil
is imporiant for tea cultuvation,

in Mangaldai proper deciduous trees and grasses are eommon,
there are pitches of old alluvium sosl, tea is grown, But on the lands where tea
piantaticn iy not pracised sugarcane citrus frults like orange, pineappies, rice etc.

In suburbs where

are grown'
Transport and communication are the important infrastructures for the develop-

meni of a reglon, Mangaldai Town has link with all the important towns of Kamrup,
Sonfipur and Darrang districts by roads It is also comnected with market centres
and impoitant places of the Darraug disirict by P. W. D roads. Of these roads
Mangaldai Bhutiasang, Mangaldai Khairabari, Maingaldal Bhairibkunda Maingaldai
Kurua, Kharupatia Udalgurl ar: more important. In total a length of 200 km is of
matelled road. 832 km of gravelled road and 9/0 km Is of Kaccha road in the
district. The Noith Trunk Road passes through the town connecting Gauhatl on the
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South and Tezpur on the north east. The rest of the roads ape narrow and mostly
confined to the area within the town itself.

But strikingly enough, the town has not yet been connected wigh railway, although

it is located only 68 km away from Gauhatl city, This has stood in the way of
its development and for that matier for the whole district,

1.
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4.
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