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IN THE MIRROR

In the mirror

Reflected are the faces

Of the animals

In the corners of their lips

The birds are imprisoned

In the curves of the birds’ bodies '
Iron plates are kneaded

Springy people are encaged

In the yellow lakes
Prof. In the mirror
Mahendra Prasad Barooah Reflected are the faces

Of the animals.*

* Translated by the writer from his original
poem ‘Daponat’ published in the poetry
issue of “Panthapadap”—a magazine of verse

in Assamesc.
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GIFT OF NATURE

Miss Chandrama Barua
B. A. 2nd year

Clouds sail across the sky,
Bring water for the thirsty world.

lo help the farmers.

Stars are the bright lights of heaven,
Shine like diamonds in the sky

In a dark night.

The moon - goes round the earth ;

To make the world rich with Silver beams.

—But it takes light from the Sun.

The leaves swing in the wind ;
Supply purified air for the livings :

—And, make the world ever green.

The flowers blossom from the bud ;
Made the insects mad, through its beauty.

—But spread sweet smell for all. @

(2]
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WITHOUT A NAME

Miss Meghali Devi
B. A. 2nd year

‘My mother was sweet to me,
‘My father was good to me,
‘My brother was lov’d by me,

‘My sisters werc endearing to me.

In moments of deep despair

When sleep overtakes me

A face visits me—

She wants to speak to me

But no words come out of her frozen lips.
She only raises her hand in clear ugony
And socen vanishes—

Spring held out a promise

My garden was full of flowers.

But now

I's a dark winter night here,

1 can se¢ only withered flowers.

The cold wind is whizzing in my ear,

I must go on my journey alone. @

(3]



THE VIRGINTY SLAUGHTERED

Fair is the star,

Fair is the moon,

Fair is the Landscap:.
Peace is there—

In the Sky above,

In the nature below,

Only human life is in agony.

Sadhi Ram Bora
Accountant i/c

Trees are afraid of man,
Beasts are afraid of man,
Man is afraid of man.
Oh the miserable agony,
Pray : Where is the Heaven? @

[ 4]



YOUTH FOR ECO-DEVELOPMENT

Ecologv :— The term “Ecology” comes
from the Greek word, “OIKOS” which means,
“HOUSE”. It has come to mecan the study
of “The totality or pattern ol relations be-
tween organisms and their environment.”
In other words Ecology is a well-planned
system destined to maintain harmony between
environment. Or-
air, walter
non-living
living

the living world and its
ganisms cannot survive without
and soils. Inter-action between
environment and population 1. e.
organism together form an ECC-3YSTEM. If
the harmony is lost between the two, there
will be ECO-CRYSIS or Ecological imbalance.

As per our Indian tradition all forms of
life-plant, animal and human beings are
integral parts of one cosmic wiole. Dis-
appearance of the one will produce adverse
effect on others too.

To maintain the ecological balance, the

developement of human habituation, animal
husbandry & wild life preservation and pla-
be equally attended. It is

ntation must
painful (o mention that no such ecological
balance has been maintained. Rather, the

human beings are day by day dcslro?’iﬂg
the natural resources without taking into
consideration that such resources are to be
recouped for further use.

Prof. Rajendra Baruah
M.A. (Double), B,T.

Air, water and soils are being poluted
by man through different means for human
welfare programmes forgetting the develope-
ment of animal resources and forestry.
This eco-crysis is a burning problem in the
world as a whole,

The situation is aggravated by ever
developing agro-industrial economy. Human
can not survive if there is no harmony
with nature or environment. It has been
felt by the developed as well as developing
countries m the world now a days. This
problem of ecology however cannot be so-
Ived only by government effort. The human
society in general and voluntary organisations
in particular are to come forward for cco-

developement.

Air polution and water polution are far
reaching world problems. Every day, fossil-
fuelled industries give out thousands of
tons of poisonous gasses, dust particles etc.
to the air. This air polution, not only
damages plants, but also reduces the amount
of sun light reaching them. As a result,
it may bring about climatic change and
adversely affect the ecological balance.

"Like that of air, water is also being pol-

uted by human activities. Industrial wastes,
the untreated liquid wastes, minerals and

(5]
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above all the dirt and all other
human wastes are polluting the
which man has been
civilization.

kinds of
rivers on
developing - their

Besides air and water thé earth or soil is
also being poluted or damaged by human
beings directly or indirectly., In this con-
nection, we should mention few points.

The initial source of all of the energy
used by an ecosystem is the SUN. Green
plants capture solar encrgy during photosy-
nthesis and store it in chemical' form for
subsequent use by plant. So plants are
called “Producers” or autotrophs or self-feed-
ing, where as the organisms are called
c«Consumers” or heterotrophs or other feed-
ing. Generally thereis a four level “‘food
chain” plant-insect-bird-man, In addition
to producers and consumers, there must
have Decomposers for re-use by the produ-
cers. In this way, there is a complexity of
When this complex system is
equilibrium, every component
ecological

eco-system.
in dynamic
functioning normally, there is
balance.

This ecological balance may be destroyed
either by natural calamity or by man. As
we have no control over the nature, human
interferance may be discouraged.

Role of Forest for Ecological
Balance :

Forests play an important role in human
civilisation. Earth is about 4,500 million
year old. Plantin the form of an ‘““ALGAE”
is the first so called living creature which
came on earth-surface in about 1,600
million years ago. The present form of
plants is the result of innumerable process

of evolution. These plants are the most
important elements of forests, which are most
essential comodities for human life. There
are four different roles of forests, namely,
Productive Role—used for various purposes,
Protective Role for water and wind crosion.
etc. Aesthenic Role for pleasure of mind
and Atmospheric role as a whole.

Human life can not be
out forest. Total forest area in the World
is 3990 6 millions hectares. In India it is
750 nullions hectares.

The forest area in the World is 30%.
In India 1t 1s 22°7% or about 237, against the
norm ol 33% or § of the total laad as sugge-
sted by National Forest Policy of 1952, In
Assam total forest areais said 26°21%. But
in real, it is not more than 11% of the
total area as forest.

imagined with-

The North-East India called the Eastern
border land of Indian ‘sub-continent’ has
1550 kilometre long border with Tibet (now
China) in the north, 900 Km. boundary
with Bangladesh in the south-west and 1350
Km. boundary with Burma in the cast. But
boundary with India is only 38 Km. long.
Now this region of North-East India con-
sists of sevea states. T'hough this area
is fulled of Hills and plants, yet there
iIs no ccological balance us the people are
not so alertin this rezurd.

However, the question of ecolog'cal ba-
lance and environmental development has
come to light. The well known, “CHIPKO
MOVEMENT?” has opened the eyes of ill,
where the farmers of Himachal Pradesh were
forced for their survival to sacrifice their lives
to save the Himalayan forest from the vested
interests,
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In India the Eco-Developement Board of
the Deptt. of Environment under Ministry

of  Environment have formate policies
on protection and preservation of envi-
ronment in our country. Universities

also have their Department of Eavironmental
Science to study the problem and to find
our ways and means to solve it.

Scientists irrespective of social, physical or
biological are equally conscious in this wor-
Id problem. World population is increasing
raptdly. In 1973, world population was 3860
million, in 2000 A.D. population will be
about 06494 million which will automatically
aflfect the ecosystem. Per capita income sho-
uld b: increased through agricultural knowhow.
Motivation for [uture planning of Eco-Deve-
lopement Programme and eco-awardness cam-
paign also to be underiaken.

From the above discussion, it is clear
that environmental developement is necessary
for «the survival of human beings. Afforest-
ation, soil coaservation, water conservation,
irrigation work, removal of weeds in ponds,
H:alth activities, world life
preservation, animal husbandary, human ha-
bitation plantation through social forestry
etc. are some of the activities for ecological
balance. Proper  planning and follow-up
measures are necessary for these need-based

environmental

activities.

Role of the youths :

The youth~, especially the educated youths
of Colleges and Universities arc to play an
important role for ecological developement.

First of all, the youths should be aware
of the eco-crysis. Lhey are to know the basic

ecological problems and environmental
management. Moreover they are to know
the root cause of ecological problems rela-
ted to human activities, They are to be
convinced about the depthness of the problem.
Lecture, seminar, group discussion, social
service camp, site sceing or education ex-
cursion ectc. are to be arranged.

After proper orientation by compitent
authority, govt. or voluntary, different
programmes may be taken, where youths will
be active participants with the help of concer-
ning developmental departments, namely,
Health, Rural Developement, Agricultural ex-
tention, P. W. D., Forest and Social fores-
try, Khadi and Village industries Commission,
Archacology, Rationing, Vaterinary & Animal
Husbandry and last but not least, rather
vital—the Environment De»artment. These
departments and some other organisations
have direct or indirect involvement with
ecology. The Department of Environmental
Science in Uliversities can offer proper gui-
dance to the youths.

Rural Eco-development

Water is being poluted in wells, ponds,
rivers, tanks and in the natural resources,

projects 3

cverywhere. Entire are is being poluted by
cowdung, domestic waste, detergents etc.
Soak pit, manure pit, drain etc are to be
made.

ii) Soil erosion is one of the most eco-
crysis in the villages. Plantation, construc-
tion of bund and other arrangements are to
be made to prevent it.

iii) Harmful ecological cffects of Pestici-
des, especially D. D.T. Ratkill, ctc. are to
be noted carefully.
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iv) Plantation in road side, public place,
wasteland etc. are to be made.

v) Programmes against dirt and disease
are to be taken.

In urban areas, besides water, land and air
polution, noise polution is also there. Attempts
should be made to prevent such polution
in a planned way without further delay.

Eco Development Campaign should be
made. An atmosphere is to be created in
the community so that every citizen may
be aware of the eco-crysis. Public opinion
is to be created accordingly. Spe:ial atten-
tion is to be given on forest eco-system
which is part and parcel in the human
life.

The students of Science faculty have to
take much care in this direction. They
can demonstrate the short-term and long-term
effects of the activities against nature in
the name of development and civilisation.

International Youth Year, 1985:

The year, 1985 has been declared by
UNO as ‘‘International Youth Year”. During

this year, in different States, in difTerent
level, various programmes will be made for
alround development of Youths. Through
integration camp and other activities, attempts
will be made to national integration as well
as international peace and harmony. The
World problem of eccology should get prio-
rity in the youth' programmes, this year.

Youth force :

It is sure that the youths
force to lead the World for
burning problem of eco-crysis.

are the real
solving the
vested interest
from commuaity

They are free from any
which can prevent them
service. Youths may create an atmos-
phere to environmental development taking
necessary programmes to prevent Air, Water
and Soil polution including noise polution
and even fire destruction.

“Live and let live” should be the moto of
the youths this year. The society as a
whole should offer all possible help to the
youths, so that they ( the youths ) can de-
vote their right force to eco-development
and environmental protection. &
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