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HIGHER EDUCATION IN ASSAM

==A Quantitative study of Gaphati University

Higher education refers to education

in post secondary institutions, Colleges
The entrants are about
they

are capable of performing at the abstract

and Universities.
cighteen years of age, and therefore,
ievel. Three aspects of higher education
are of recent origin. They are specializa-
tion, formalism in structure and content
and research.

Higher education as we have it to-
day is ths outcome of a long socio-his-
of evolution. it

torical represents

a combination of thres tunctions,

process
namely
development and perfection of the indiv-

idual, dissemination of knowledge and its

creation, preservation and progress of so-
ciety. To quote P. R. Dubhuasi—* the goal

of higher education can be defined as

one of human resource development of

Dr. Nandita Sarma
Prof & Head, Dept. of

Education
Gauhati University

producing qualified and educated person-
nel to hold higher positions in social
and economic life of the country.

The post independent India has wit-
nessed a tremendous progress in the field
education. Higher
has been acknowledged to be an

of higher education
instru-
ment of human resource development.
The Industrial Policy announced in 1948,
Indian Constitution adopted in 1950, the
Five Year Plans implemenied since 1951,
the Kothari Commission (1964) and the
National Policy on Educationa (1986) have
strongly underlined the vital role of higher
education in promoting economic growth
with social justice in the couatry. As a
result of policy directions higher educa-
rapid and remarkable

four decades. Today,

tion has made

strides in the last
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India has the unique distinction of posse-
ssing the largest system of higher educa-
tion in the world next to the U.S.A. and
There are now about
both statutory
seven thousand

undivided Russia.
two hundred universities
and deemed and about
colleges. About five millions of the stud-
ent population is being groomed by two
lakh fifty thousand teachers.

Assam as a constituent State of India
is reflecting a similar scenerio in the
field of higher education. The nucleus of
higher education in Assam started with
the setting up Cotton College 1901
with forty students and a staff of four.
Actually the first College in Assam was
the M. C. College. Sylhet, which is now
It was established in the

in

in Bangladesh.

year 1892, Till 1947, Assam had the
following colleges as shown,

TABLE—I
SI.No. College Year Place

1. Cotton College 1901 Guwahati
2. Govt. Law College 1914 Guwahati
3. Jagannath Barua College 1930 Jorhat
4: Gurucharan College 1935 Silchar
5. Handique Girls’ College 1939 Guwahati
1939 Barpeta

6. M. C. College
i 1943 Guwahati

. B.B. College

SI.No. College Year Place
8. Nowgong College 1944 Nagaon
9. Nalbari College 1945 Nalbari
10. Darrang College 1945 Tezpur
11. D. H. S. K. College 1945 Dibrugarh
12. Karimganj College 1946 Karimganj
13. B. N. College 1946 Dhubri
14. Sibsagar College 1947  Sibsagar

15. Assam Medical College 1947 Dibrugarh

In 1948 the Gauhati Uhaiversity

established as a teaching, residential and

was

affiliating University. The Gauhati Univer-
sity represented the urges and expectations
field of

higher education covering the entire juri-
It
the

of the people of Assam in the

sdiction of the North Eastern region.
of
Universities in the region. With the esta-
blishment of Dibrugarh University (1965),
Assam Agricultural University (1965), the
North Eastern Hill University (1973) and
the Universities of Manipur (1980) and
Arunachal Pradesh (1985) the
jurisdiction of Gauhati has
been considerably reduced. Still, the Uni-

evolved as the alma mater all

original
University

versity maintains its predominant position
as the largest institution of higher educ-
ation in the region. At present its juri-

sdiction is over sixteen districts of Assam.
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TABLE—II
Year Facul- Academic Affiliated
ties Depart- Colleges
ment
1974-75 6 30 109
1987-88 6 30 117
i991-92 6 37 128

Permitted
to start
B.A. etc.
10
3 At
2B Com 5

Permitted
to start
B. Ed

22+

(3 LL. B

Table Il shows the strength of G. U. with Academic Departments

and the constituent colleges belonging to six [faculties.

fnrolment
Student

in Afliliated
College
University
Departments
Law Celleges
TOTAL

Facultly
ATis
Science
LComimerce

Medicine
Engineering

Law
B. Ed.
Art Faculty

of

‘TABLE—11I {A)

1980-81 1987-88
75692 58077
2206 2680
407 330
78406 61591

1980-81
53223
14902
5635

2498
1093

1055

78406

TABLE—IIT (B)

1987-88
38461
11306
3881

3826
1823
1342

958

61501

1990-91 1991-92
69144 71698
2844 3191
5414 49¢
72529 75379
1990-94 1991-92
47341 49582
12787 13234
4096 4052
4970 4129
1909 1900
1485 1532
991 949
72529 75379

-
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Table III (A) shows the enrolment
pattern in the University classes and other

affiliated College (B) shows the enrolmesnt

faculty wise.

It is to be noted that due to certain
reasons institutions of higher education
have been ecstablished in an uneven man-
While Kamrup district has the hig-
SiX,

ner.
hest namber of colleges with thirty

followed by Cachar fifteen, Nagaon thir-
teen, Barpeta twelve, Karbi-Anglong, Kari-
mganj and Bongaigaon have two each
and the North Cacher Hills district has
only one. The hiils districts are

generally backward in education.

two

TABLE—]IV
Colleges 1980-81 1990-91
Diphu Govt. College 641 656
Diphu Law College 87 263
Haflong Govt. College 342 958

Incidently, of the four Govt. colleges
for general education, in Assam two are
in the two hills districts. On the other hand,
there are seventeen Colleges afflliated to
Gauhati University with more than fifteen
hundred students in each. Of these seven
are situated at Guwahati in the district

of Kamrup.

TABLE-—V

S. N. College No. of District
student

1. A. D. P. College 1546 MNagaon
2. Arya Vidyapeeth Coliege 2223 Kamrup
3. Bajali College 1825 Barpeta
4. B. Barua College 1601  Kamrup
5. B. N, College 1785 Dhubri

6. Bihwanath College 1679 Sonitpur
7. Cotton College 1892 Kamrup
8. Darrang College 1736  Sonitpur
9. Gauhati Commerce 1730 Kamrup

Coliege

[0. Gossaingaon College 1512 Kokrajhar

11. Gurucharan College 1616 Silchar
12. Handique Girls’ 1288  Kamrup

College

13. Karimganj College 1523 Karimganj

I4. Mangaldoi College 2151 Darrang
15. Nalbari College 2374 Nalbari
16. Pandu College 1939 Kamrup
17. Pragjyotish College 1771 Kamrup

Source ¢ 44th Annual Repori 199192

G.U.

This quantitative expansion of higher
education in the the result of the increase
in demand of the people with high exp-
ectations. It indicates the faith on educa-
tion and especially higher education as an

Mangaldai College Magazine / 4



Article ————

instrument of change. The increase is an
indication of a healthy civic attitude on
the part of the citizens of a democracy.

Access to higher education in India
has no definite pattern or plan. Any one

the secondary examination

who qualify
( + 2 stage ) considered fit to be admitted
of

social

education, It is
The Liberal
Govt. subsidy to higher education has con-
tributed to this trend. The seiting up of

to institutions higher

to pressure.

subject

a college or University has become a stat-

us symbol for the concerned town/dist-
rict and the authorities have always yei-
The

education continues

demand for
to grow and

lded to the pressures.
higher
is being substantially met in disregard of
the aspirants aptitude or merit. Demogr-
aphic exp!osion and unplanned growth of
Arts,
hea-

collegiate institutions catering to

Science and Commesrcs
rily diluted the quality.
Continuous expansion has wide finan-

courses have

cial implications also. The scarce finan-
cial resources are spread thinly over lar-
and wider arecas. It is a
known fact that
in dire financial constrains and
to reduce the budget especially on books,
journals and laboratory equipments. The
University has been urging the State Govt.

statutory Annual Grant

ger number

Guahati  University is

is forced

to increase the

—_—

to Rs. 10 crores, The unfavourable finan-
cial condition of the University, continu-
ously for several years, is having harmful
effects on quality. The question is now
on survival and The
similar condition prevails in most of the
colleges where the minimum required res-

not development.

ources, both human and material, for an
institution of higher education, is absent.

To measure the quality of education
in a scientific manner no such measuring
tool can be coanstructed unless and until
clearly the
qualitative aspscts. So, it is not an easy
task to make a qualitative estimate of
higher education under Gauhati Univer—
sity. The frequent remark from various

the policy makers spell out

quarters that quality has deteriorated can-
not be fully justified.

However, the beneficial links
education, employment and economic deve-
lopment has to be established. The Com-
mittee of experts appointed by the Plan-
ning Commission is of the opinion that
that educational program-
profiles,

between

it is nscessary
mes are related to manpower
existing and needed.

Yet, the traditional examination sys-
tem that is existing in all the Universities
of the country is b2ing used in Gauhati
University with all its merits and demer-

its to gauge the achievement level of the
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students. The standards of training and examining vary substantially
and it is difficult to arrive at commonly acceptable norms of

achievements.
TABLE—VI
Year Name of Exam. Number of Students
Appeared Passed  Ist ITnd Distinction
class class
1981 B.A. (Hon & pass) 12917 5359 16 1233 84
= BSe . (%) 4455 2283 57 508 146
% B.Com ( ” ) 1572 913 37 96 67
1987 B.A. Major & 3561 2825 22 927 S.P.
General 1876
1987 B Scs 1.7 ) 1032 829 63 656 110
1987 ke BiiCom €. o ) 413 338 14 281 43
II1Div
1991 B.A. Major & 16580 9718 Major Major S.P. Gen S.P.
General 37 2950 494 1522 4260
1991 B.Sc (%) 3273 1966 121 678 68 647 - 451
1991 B.Com {( ") 1446 1049 14 441 154 109 331

S.P.—Simple pass

Gen—- General

( Data collected from Annual Reports of G.U.)

The Table showing the results of the
Degree Examinations held under Gauhati
University, show the apparent wastage and
the quality of those graduates.

Again, the incidence of the employm -
ent among . the educated have increased.
Education has to prepare students for gain-

ful employment, The growth of the Univer-
sity cannot be measured in terms of the
number of students enrolled and colleges
established. The objectives of higher educ-
ation excellence, quality and relevance to
be achieved to tackle the challenges of the
society, The main thrust is on manpower
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development for every .sector of national
activity. This emphasises the demand
for higher education from the point of
social, cultural and humanistic aspects and
not from the employment market.

The Gauhati
of considerable quantitative
What
tructuring of courses and content of higher
education. There is still a bias towards
elitism, and liberal arts and other general

education. In most of the rural based coll-

University has arrived
at a stage

expansion. is required now Iis res-

cges higher education may be imparted to
touch certain crucial sectors of development
such as rural health and rural technology.
New courses like computer and Electro-
nics are to be introduced in the colleges

thereby increasing the potentialities to
create self employment. The feasibility
of starting new departments like applied
Botany, Computer Science, USIC in the
resourceful colleges as feeders to the res-
pective Departments in the University may
be examined.

The academic atmosphere has to be
maintained at ail costs at the University
which is to percolate to the affiliated
hope that the sacrifice
society of the

colleges. Let us
made by the agragarian
state by allocating a chunk of its resour-
ces be paid by knowledge, skill and
excellence and bring about socio-economic

upliftment of the people of Assam. =

( This paper was presented in the Seminar organised by G.U.T.A in Feb/ 1993 )
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Power from the Elements

The fascinating course of human dev-
elopment, from the stone age to the
space age, has been made easy by deve-
lopment of different sources of energy.
Perhaps after food, energy IS thfe most
important component for economic d.ev-
elopment in a Country and in 1mproving
the quality of life of the people.. How-
ever India’s per capita consumption of
commercial energy (Viz. Coa!,. Petroleum
and Electricity ) is only one eighth of: th.e
| average. However two very signi-
ficant facts about energy 'consumption
pattern in India are that, firstly, nearly
507, of the Coal requirement for energy
particularly in the entire rural area, and
in significant sections of the urban area,
is meet by wood, agricultural waste and
animal dungs and secondly, of the four
energy-consuming  sectors, namgly
industry, transport, houszhold and agric-
ulture, the maximum energy consump-
tion is by the industry followsd by tra-
nsport, household and agricu!tur;, With
the economic development of India, need
for energy is growing by leaps and bounds.
The development of energy source is hig-
hly capital-intensive. But C_apital is not
the only problem. Depleting resources
and environmental  degradation have

globa

main

Faizuddin Ahmed
T.D.C. 3rd Year (Science)
Mangaldai College

forced us to find alternative

of energy. The non-conventional

such as solar, wind, tidal QOcean
etc. are proving to be the most
ion-free sources of energy
and only these are capable
or supplementing our diverse

sources
sectors,
water
poilut
production
of meeting
needs.

The government has formulated an
exhaustive energy policy in this regard
which includes (1) Optimisation of util-
isation of existing capacity in the Coun-
try, (2) development and exploitation of
reNewable sources of energy to meet ene-
rgy requirements of rural communities,
(3) intensification of research and devel-
opment activities in new and renewable
energy sources ; and (4) organisation of
training for personnel engaged at various
levels in the energy sector. In September,
1982, the Department of Non-Convent-
ional Energy sources came into being
which takes care of development and
promotion of non-conventional/alternate
new and renewable sources of energy
such as solar, wind and Bio-energy etc.
In a very short span of time the scope
of renewable energy has expanded and
it is viewed as not only providing energy
in a decentralised manner but also have
a direct relevance to afforestation,
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improvement in the environment, energy
generation,
social

conservation,  employment

upgrading health and hygiene,
and women’s welfare, providing water for
agriculture and drinking and bio-fertilizer
production.

The earth receives an astonishing 75,
000 frillion kwh of energy from the sun
everyday, of which only (01 percent is
sufficient to solve all the energy problem
But, then, the main problem is
two ways

of man.
of harnessing it.
Cne is using solar power to gene-
to convert this

There are
to it.
rate heat, the other is
power into electrical energy, Solar Photo-

voltaic (SPV) is critical for the latter,
Efforts made in this direction in India
during the last two decades has made

India a leader of sorts in this field and
we arc already world’s largest player in
SPV demonstration programmes. About
30.000 Photovoltaic street lights have been
fixed so far. SPV is also being used

for small loads like railway
waterpumping and communications.

signalling,

Wind Energy is clean and noiseless.
India has about 350,000 MW potential
in wind power. At present about 45 MW
capacity has been
including 6°5
Lamba, a

ageregate wind power
established in the country
M.W in the private sector.
village in Gujarat, has got the largest

wind farm in Asia and accounts for nea-
rly quarter of India’s wind power capacity.

This important wind farm has been named
pawanshakti.

technology
Packages for biomas gasification is a par-
con-

Indigenous  gasification
tial combustion-based process that

verts biomas, such as wood, agriresdues
and coconut shells, distillery effuents, into
combustible gas mixture called producer
gas. A study shows that the total poten-
tial capacity for power through biomas
could be anywhere between 1,14,000 M.w:
and 3, 65000 M.w.

The other promising source of rene-
wable energy are Ocean energy, magneto
hydro dynamics, geothermal energy, electro-
chemical energy and these are at very
nascent stage in India.

Obvious!ly, renewable "energy techno-

gies cannot be dismissed any longer as
utopion, Only by a judicious mix of cou-
ventional as well as non-conventional energy
sources we can solve our problems. New
and renewable energy sources have a long
way to go and with the greater develo-
pment in the Roud D, the cost of this
source can only go down. It took coal ther-
mal power half a century to reach the
present state of development. Qur exper-
ience of the renewable sources of energy
is only a decade old. <%

(Collection)
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