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DESERTS AND iTS IMPACT ON
ENVIRONMENT

The vast area of the surface of the
Deserts
are that part of the land portion which

earth is covering with deserts.

has no water, trees and plants. There
with a
The

deserts are covered about one fifh of

1s only sand and sand covers
vast area without having rainfall.

the total land mass of the surface of

the carth. It is fearful for mankind
that all deserts has been increasing in
a very fast rate. The Sahara has besen
spreading South about 50 killometres in
a year in same places. [t has spread
over 900,000 sq.k.m. of the land. In
Thar desert

It is very

India aiso the has been

Speading very fast. fearful
for all that the world

will

living beings

soon become a vast desert.

Sri Uttam Kalita
T.D.C. 2nd year

of these deserts were once fertile lands.
North
a food producing area of the Romans.
there
great cities

For six centuries, Africa was
lies
of the
ancient times. How dijd the fertile lands

become

Below the sands of Sahara,
the rains of the
a desert?  People says that
the change of climate created deserts.
On the other hand, according to the
Scientists deserts were not created with
the climatic-change. Scientists strongly
say that man has created deserts.
Scientists believe that for food man

discovered

agriculture. Since then,
man has been clearing the land of
trees and plants. They clear new areas

from time to time. in

Assam it is
called ““Jhum? cultivation,

There is a controversy between the people This process has a bad affect on
and the Scientists about deserts. Many land. When the cultivators move to
23 88 Mangaldajan 1993-94



a new plot, the old plot becomes a
waste land. Cattle eat up the grass and
gradually it turns into a desert. Since
long ago, we have been cutting down
the forest to obtain wood for building
Rain washes away the
hillsides. The flood
carries this earth and burried the fer-
When

the climate become dry the whole area

and burning,
earth from the

tile land in the plains below.
becomes barren. This is how man has
created deserts.

It is impossible to determine actually
when the beginning of the deserts were

We can not but write that the
deserts creation of the world.

created.
So we
can say that man has an indirect affect
on deserts creation.

Genperally, deserts are located in the
North and 30° South
All
all the deserts are situated in the Wes-

area about 30°

Parallel from the equator. most

tern parts of the countries. For example
The Sahara of Africa, the Thar of
India and Mexicco of North America

etc.
Deserts remain outside from rainfall

The area which
deserts

for the whole year.

are located near the have a

rainfall 13 c.m. to 25 ¢c. m. in the year.
But the temperature of deserts in day
time about 120° F. On the other hand in
the night it falls upto 0° F,. This varia-
tion of temperature remain same for the

24 Mangaldaian

whale year,
There are some other deserts located

near the tropic of capricorn. These
are the Atacama of South Africa and
the great sandi deserts of Australia.
There other deserts
are called Rain-Shadow deserts,

are some which

These
are located in Temperate region. There
we find only scanty covering of trees,
plants and rainfall but these areas are
severe cold. That’s why these are called
Cold desert. For example—Kijilkum of
mid Asia, Tackle— Macan of China,
Gobi of Monglia and the great Basin
of North America etc.

The dry air raises up from the low
pressure belt of the equatorial region and
from the low pressure belt as the Polar
region and it become cold and heavy.
After that the area which are situated
above 30+ lat, The air becomes down
to the lowered atmosphere. This air
again blow to the equatorial low pressure
north-east trade wind and
South-east trade wind.

the Sub-Polar region the wind current

Therefore, in

remain zero and it becomes a calm
region and for this allmost all the de-
serts are located in this region. Again
the trade wind blow over the land mass
this air unable to carry

and mass

water vapour and so deserts are created..

THE CHIEF CHARACTERI-

STICS OF THE DESERTS ARE3:
a) Scanty rainfall and plants.

1993-94



b) Unfavourable conditions for
cultivation.

c) People depends upon animals, like
camel.

d) Population

e) Undevelop civilisation.

American

is very rare.

The eminent Geo-logist.
W. M. Devis

which is known as “Devis Arid cycle

has put forth an idea

of Erossion.” According to him, the

rocks of the earth surface are expan-

ded 1n day time due to the severe tempe-
rature. On the other hand it again
contracted in the nigth. Due to this
expansion and contraction rocks of the
earth surface become weak and breaks
into sand perticles. This 1is called

“Mechanical Weathering.”

The action of wind in desert is very
strong. Various types of sand-dune are
formed by the wind action. The rocks
of the deserts take verious shape due

to the wind current. Zeugen, Yardang

and Insellbury are formed for wind
action. Sometimes the wind
blown up sand perticles from some

areas and deposited in some other places
creating a deep Basin. In deserts we
find only some kind of
is known as “Xerophytes’. In

trees which
some

WORDS

places green grass also grow to some

extent.

Though, it is very hardship to live
in deserts, there are some people who
has been living by great struggle with
the Nature. Though,
favourable to live even then about 700
million people inhabitated in Semi-arid
; There are some other people
Toureg

deserts are un-

region.
whom we know as “Bedouin,”
and Bushman etc.

After the discovery of gold in Au-
stralian desert, there are some modern
cities.

Scientists suggested us to do a few
things—
1) Plantation of trees.

i1) Reforest the hills and plains to
take care of the top soil.

111) Use other fuels and donot burn
wood.

iv) Donot allow cattle to destroy green
grass and plants as they like.

If we could do these the enviroment

The earth would

In the long run we

would remain safe.
be more pleasant.
can say that “Deserts are the gaps of
the World civilisation.”

OF WISDOM

“God’s great power is in the gentle breeze, not in the storm.”

25 B8
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— Ravindranath Tagore.
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THE DREAMLAND

Sri Minakshi Sarma
T D, C ‘IstSeur

At midnight
I dreamt a dream ......

And entered my dream land with you ;
AhE oo !

What a calm night!

There is a glow of light; Chimes and
Songs
All around us.

The rhythm of that song
We are dancing, dancing, dancing...
And feeling tired.
At last
Don’t know why I awoke,
And discovered myself lying in bed.
There js neither you,

FRIEND

Sri Ranjit Deka
T.D.C 2nd year
Arts Stream

Person without friends
Can you catch my point?

Though you have many things
yet are blind.

To all the nice things
you can see.

Through friendship
That help you.

_.*_
nor any fairy with me,
Playing upon a false shadow. ¢
«+ WORDS OF WISDOM 1

€& “God is truth and light is shadow.” — Plato.
® “Little deeds of kindness, Little words of love, Help to make

earth happy, Like the heaven. above” — Jalia A Garney.
® ‘Love is only chatter, Friends all that matter.” — Gelet Burgess.

9 §8 Mangaldaian 1993-94



“ARDENT LOVE"

A Mahananda Barua
T. D. C 3rd year

You, the beautiful one
You, the finest one.

And your attractive face

Always with a smile.

You are so loving

I long,

to see you for ever,
I long.

to go forward with you

I am eager to spend

the whole of my love with you,

BIZARRE THOUGHT

A Miss Deka Gitanjali
T.D,.C 2nd year

Leave me alone
I'm herc to weep alone.

But now,
I’m happy thatat last ‘it’ came
Though the realisation came a
little later

[ can fall in love too.

Your sparking eyes-hiding a smile
Already your image locked in my
meinory

Because,
Your impressive impression
always impresses me,

0000 0000
+» WORDS OF WISDOM =
oo “Life is long if you know how to use it”?— Seneca,
oo ‘“‘Love of money is the root cause of all evil.”’— Testament.
00 “Lost time is never gained again.” — Aughey.

oo ““If money goes before, always doors lie open.”’— Shekespeare

By— Sri Bina Devi

10 Mangaldaian 1993-94
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