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“God is not a figment of our minds. He
is not a distorted reflection of the absolute but
a phenomenon well founded in the reality”-
Radhakrishnan.
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Off in my waking dreams do I
Live over again that happy hour.

When wide way on the mount I hay
Beside the ruined tower.
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Scientific
Attitude

ost of our parents and guardians see

that their children go for reading in

science stream or science related sub-
jects after successful completion of their second-
ary or higher secondary education. Does it mean
that our parents and guardians are having regards
for science education? Are we developing scien-
tific attitude towards solving problems of our life
and society? Do we know that Nicolaus
Copernicus went against the Ptolemic belief four
hundred and fifty four years back? Arc we aware
of the fact that Galileo was just put into prison
and Giordano Bruno was mercilessly burnt to
death for their acceptance of Copernican helio-
centric hypothesis as against Ptolmic Geocentric
belief ?

[nquisitiveness, hard work, imagination, con-
templation, experimental observation, particulan-
sation and generalisation and theorisation are the
basis of establishing scientific truth. One may
develop an idea on the basis of experimental find-
ings. One may develop his idea to be called a hy-
pothesis. Depending upon such hypothesis ex-
periments may be designed and further truth may
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be established. When such a hypothesis stands on
intricate and elaborate experimental test then we
call it to be a theory. In science, we are not con-
cerned with absolute or permanent truth. Truth is
relative, concrete and whole. Truth about some-
thing is established to that extent to which our
knowledge is enriched. Newton is rightly called
the father of physics. But, he could not contem-
plate the theory of Relativity. Theory of Relativ-
ity was enunciated by another giant scientist
Albert Einstein. This was possible because of de-
velopment of sophisticated experimental method
for determination of velocity of light accurately.
Einstein’s theory of Relativity thus put a limit to
the application of Newtonian or classical mechan-
ics. In our ordinary day-to-day experiences and
works where velocity of motion is far below the
velocity of light Newtonian Mechanics is suffi-
cient. But in the domain of motion where veloc-
ity approaches the velocity of light Newtonian Me-
chanics is insufficient and we must switch over
to the theory of Relativity. Mass-energy equiva-
lence, inclusion of time axis along with space axes
and curvature of space in the neighbourhood of a
gravitating body are some important concepts of
theory of Relativity. These concepts were not de-
veloped in classical Mechanics.

Another revolutionary development in Mod-
ern Physics was the discovery of electron by J.J.
Thomson in 1897. This discovery proved beyond
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doubt inadequate understanding of the ultimate
state of matter. Dalton’s idea of indivisible atom
was rejected and Bohr-Som merfeld Model was
accepted.

Wave Mechanics or Quantum Mechanics, de-
veloped on the basis of experimental observation
on Black-body radiation, photo-electric effect,
electron-diffraction, etc., i1s another important
milestone in the study of Modern Physics and
Chemistry. [ am not going to discuss the scope of
Wave Mechanics or Quantum Mechanics in our
endeavour to know the micro-world involving
sub-atomic particles. However, I cannot resist my
temptation of mentioning Heisenberg’s
uncertainity principle derived on the basis of quan-
tum mechanics. The principle states that we can-
not measure two conjugal variables (such as dis-
placement and momentum or energy and time)
simultaneously without inserting an error to any
of the two variables. Heisenberg also gave a meas-
ure of the product of error of such two conjugal
variables. The principles states that “product of
the error in the simultaneous measurement of two
conjugal variables cannot be less than what is
called Planck’s constant, h,”” Numerical value of

this constant is of the order 10~*° Joule Second.
This is a small quantity, no doubt, in our ordinary
day-to-day events. Its application in classical
mechanics will be a futile exercise. But, in the
field of study of elementary particles and high
energy interactions Heisenberg’s principle can-
not be disposed with.

With our knowledge of the “theory of Rela-
tivity" and “uncertainty principle” if we hasten to
suggest that there is some supernatural entity that
hides the complete truth of the physical universe,
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then that will be unscientific. Our knowledge is
enriching and enhancing with the advent of Mod-
ern Scientific technique and experimentation
based on our previous knowledge and theory
which were unknown in Newton’s time became
known in Einstein’s time. Many puzzles of Ein-
stein’s time are being solved in post Einstein time.
[f we are not hesitant to accept experimental find-
ings and if we develop a process of scientific rea-
soning, then we may know to-morrow the un-
known of to-day. Blind acceptance and blind re-
Jection has no place in scientific culture and atti-
tude.

Then, do our parents and guardians send their
children to inculcate the scientific culture and al-
titude? The ever growing unemployment problem
inherent in this exploitative economic system is
definitely the main reason behind this trend. By
sending their children to science stream parents
and guardians desire their dear ones avail of what-
ever limited opportunity of job still exists in the
ever shrinking employment sphere. Why this job-
shrinking is inherent in this economic system, how
this problem can be solved, that is a different sub-
ject. I am not going to discuss this subject in this
small note. I am also not desiring that each and
every student going for science education will
become Newton, an Einstein, a C.V. Raman, an
S.N. Bose or Abdus Salam etc. They are all gen-
us. But, even without being a genius, being an
intellectual may he not inculcate the habit of ques-
tioning and reasoning before accepting or reject-
ing any proposition? This habit may be cultivated
not only by student of science, but also by any
well meaning student. Our society would become
healthier with cultivation of such habit and atti-

tude. W H
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Background of the Gandhian

Economic Thoughts

INTRODUCTION

Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of Nation is
famous in India and abroad as a leader of In-
dia's freedom movement for achieving India’s
freedom. Gandhiji also prepared an allround
strategy for-economic and social emancipation.
For Gandhiji economics is not an isolated idea
but a part of the social life of the people. Ac-
cording to famous Gandhian, Shriran Narayan,
although Gandhiji never claimed to be econo-
mist in the conventional sense of the term, his
ideas on the subject reveal deep thoughts and
practical commonsense,” Gandhian economy

is based on simplicity, non violence, sanctity,

of physical labour and human value.
GANDHIAN ECONOMIC IDEAS
Gandhian economic ideas, believed in sim-

ple living and high thinking and gave impor-

tance on containment that is, as wants are un- -

limited and even increasing man should mini-
mise his needs. He emphasised on Gram
Swaraj or self sufficient rural economy, revival
of cottage and small scale industries, sanctity
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of physical labour, to forget the possessive in-
stinct and use their wealth and property as trus-
tees of the society and spent it for welfare of
the society. Principle of Trusteeship, as finally
approved by Gandhiji in the form of draft in
1942, contained the following ideas:

(1) Trusteeship provides a means of trans-
ferring the present capitalist order of society
into an egalitarian one. It gives no quarter to
capitalism but gives the present owing class a
chance of reforming itself. It is based on the
faith that human nature is never beyond re-
demption.

(2) It does not recognise any right of pri-
vate ownership of property except so far as it
may be permitted by society for its own wel-
fare.

(3) It does not exclude legisiative regula-
tion of the ownership and use of property.

(4)Thus state regulated trusteeship an in-
dividual will not be free to hold or use his wealth
for selfish satisfaction or in disregard of the
interest of the society. '

(5) Just as it is proposed to fix a decent
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minimum living wage, even so a limited should
be fixed for the minimum income that could
be allowed to any person in a society. The
difference between such minimum and maxi-
mum income should be reasonable and equi-
table and variable from time to time, so that
the tendency would be towards obliteration of
the differences.

(6) Under the Gandhian economic order
the character of production will be determined
by social necessity and not by personal whim
or greed.

“Sarvodaya” is another outstanding
Gandhian concept. It emphasised on happy
and integrated social life, based on labour in-
tensive technique of production. Basic princi-
ples of Sarvodaya are mentioned below:

i) A person belong to the Sarvodaya Samaj
is expected to be nonviolent both in his
thoughts and action;

i) The member should earn his living by
physical labour and should work freely for the
welfare of the society.

iii) Its member should have a simple life
and should minimise his wants.

iv) The member should consider himself
the trustee of the prosperity which should be
used for the benefit of the society.

v) There should be decentralisation of ag-
riculture and industry in order to avoid the

concentration of power and wealth in few

hands;

vi) Since, Sarbodaya economy is self-gen-
erating economy, it should have intensive small
scale individual and diversified agriculture
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merely through co-operative efforts and
mechanisation and use the power should be
avoided;

vii) The cottage crafts based on agricul-
ture should be promoted;

viii) The movement accepts only a cattle
based economy; and

ix) The animal, humanity and plant life
should be protected against the maximisation
of machinery.

Gandhiji thus developed a new philoso-
phy and thereby tried to overcome the short-
comings of the conventional economic systems
like capitalism, socialism or communism to
reconstruct an equalitarian society based on
mutual respect, love and dignity of man.

BACKGROUND OF GANDHIAN
ECONOMY

An attempt has been made in the forego-
ing pages the main features of the Gandhian
economy. Deep insight and various circum-
stances have inspired Gandhi to formulate eco-
nomic ideas. He used to stay in London from
1888 to 1891 for studying law and had the
opportunity to compare the poverty in India,
with the prosperity of Europe. In London he
met prominent persons like Cardinal Manning,
the Theosophists Madam Blavatsky and Annie
Besant, Prof. Dadabhai Naoroji and cricketer
Ranijit Sinha.

Gandhiji was greatly impressed by Leo
Tolstoy of Russia. “The concept of simplicity
asceticism and equalitarianism of Tolstoy be-
came the base of his economic ideas.” “Unto
This Last” a famous book by Ruskin also in-
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spired Gandhiji. He read various religious scrip-
tures like Upanisads and Gita.

It has been mentioned earlier that Gandhiji
met Prof. Dadabhai Naoroji in London. In
1892 Naoroji became the member of the Brit-
ish Parliament. He criticised the British Gov-
ernment in his famous book, “poverty and un-
British Rule in India” (1871) and with the help
of W.C. Banerjee he founded “The London
Indian Society” a common Platform for Brit-
ish as well as Indian people to discuss the im-
portant issues related to India. His Drain
Theory is famous. India had to pay a huge
amount to Britain under the Head. "Home
charges” on account of political, administra-
tive and commercial connection in India. In-
dia had almost always favourable balance of
trade and_excess of India’s export over her
imports during the British period died not re-
sult in India getting gold or silver in return. On
the other hand the excess of India's exports
over the imports was meant to meet to what
was called “Home charges”. This was called
Drain by Indian National leaders. The drain
was amounted to about Rs 40 crores per year,
when Indias export was less and import was
more, to meet the charges; India had to ex-
port gold. Dadabhai tried to prove that the
prevailing mass poverty in India was the direct
consequences, among other reasons of the
drain of resources from India to England with-
out any quid pro quo. Other nationalists like
G .V. Joshi, D.E. Wacha, S.N. Banerjee, R.C.
Dutta, M.G. Ranade and Gopal Krishna
Gokhale the political Guru of Mahatma Gan-
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dhi, also joined the discussion of the Drain is-
sue. Ranade advocated protection of Indian
industries, R.C. Dutta suggested to revive cot-
tage industries, extension of irrigation facili-
ties, restrain on public expenditure and reduce
the rate or interest, Gopal Krishna Gokhale
(1866-1915) made valuable suggestions on
public expenditure, financial reforms and fis-
cal administration, agricultural credit, extention
of irrigation facilities and reduction of land rev-
enue. _

In South-Africa where Gandhiji practised
law, found the oppressive British administra-
tion and he fought against their atrocities. He
set up Pnoenix farm and Tolstoy farm there.
His spiritual and social ideas were also being
developed in South Africa.

Returning from South Africa in January
1915 Gandhiji set up an ashram on the bank
of the Sabarmati and engaged himself in so-
cial services, subsequently he joined the Indian
National Congress and led Non-co-operation
Movement in 1920. The Salt Satyagraha
(Dandi March) in 1930, Civil disobedience
Movement in 1940 and finally launched the
Quit India Movement in 1942.

Conclusion

Thus it is evident from the above discus-
sion that Gandhiji derived inspiration to for-
mulate his economic ideas from Upanisads and
other Vedic Literatures. Particularly Isha
Upanishad had a lasting impression on
Gandhiji. He accepted the first verse of the
said Upanisad to be chanted in the prayer
meetings. His contemporary Indian national-
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ists created a wave in the country that the Brit-
ish rule in India was the main cause of mass
poverty. Wrong policies of the British resulted
in recurring famines, law productivity of land
and the decay of the domestic industries.
Gandhiji had a deep insight to decide the
course of action.

Gandhiji accepted the universal values like
Love, Truth and Non-violence as his weapons
to fight against the mighty colonial rulers and
raise the lot of the destitutes of India. People
of India cannot forget his dictum that what is
morally wrong can never be politically correct
and also bad means can never justify good
ends. ’

Gandhiji was a dynamic person. Before
industrialisation his idea was to strengthen the
grass level of the economy, by utilising the in-
digenous resources and talent, He was deeply
concerned with the food and employment
problems. In Taittiva Upanisad also states that
“annam bahu kurvita tadvratam” —i.e. itis a
sacred pledge to increase the abundance of
food, the Brihadaranyaka upanisad teaches to
share the abundance in a spirit of self restrained
and compasion.

Gandhiji always emphasised that small
sector should get utmost importance but In-
dian politicians gave more importance on the
western growth model and emphasis was
shifted to capital intensive sector. It accepted
confused policy of mixed economy where the
merits of capitalism and socialism are lost and
all the demerits of the both have caten the
vitality of the Indian people.
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Now around 320 million Indian people are
below the poverty line, almost as many as the
entire population of India at independence.
India’s average consumption of staple food falls
below the accepted international standard, a
merely 200 kgs. Literacy is also only 52 per
cent against Singapore 91% Korea 100%,
Thailand 94%, Zambia 78%, Uganda 62%,
Tanzania 68% and Kenya 78%. Present In-
dia’s foreign debt stood at 92 billion dollars
(Rs 3,15,435 crores). Annual drain of interest
payment liabilities of the country is staggering
virtually the country is in the debt trap.

India is profusely paying homage to
Gandhiji in this year of Golden Jubilee of In-
dia's independence. Gandhian economic phi-
losophy has great relevance to eradicate pov-
erty and prevailing social injustices. In a coun-
try of India’s rise, diversity and complexity, no
imported model of reform could succeed. In-
dia needs a typical Swadeshi Indian approach
for massive socio-economic transformation in
the decentralised frame work of democracy.




From the depths of despair of the infamous
summer of ‘1942’ to the dizzy heights of success
in 1983 and back to the depths of a season of dis-
content, the wheels of fortune of Indian Cricket
seem to have come a full circle in the ‘50*” year
of Indian Independence.

There were several reasons why Indian
Cricket flourished in ‘1947’. The foremost among
them was that the World War II had not, in any
way, affected the activities of Cricket.

Domestic competitions like the pentangular,
the Ranji Trophy and the Moin-ud-Dowla were
conducted regularly.

In ‘1947’ Vijay Merchant was originally ap-
pointed Captain for Independent India for the tour
to Australia. But he withdrew on health ground
Lala Amamath, Vice-Captain, was elevated.

There was total chaos and confusions among
the Indian players and so they lost that series to
Australia, but a few of the Indian players could
win many hearts in Australia. Vijay Hazare came
good as a batsman, scoring few centuries Lala
Amarnath did not click as a batsman in tests but
impressed all with his bowling. Until ‘1952 there
were ups and downs of Indian Cricket following
some big losses to countries like Australia, West

-
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Of Indian Cricket

T.D.C 2nd year (Arts)

Sri Samit Dutta

Indies and England.

It was in ‘1952’ that India could win a test
series against Pakistan under the captaincy of Lala
Amarnath. And after that Indian Cricket appeared
as a formidable force in International scene, fol-
lowing few victories under the captaincy of Nawab
Mansoor Ali Khan (Tiger Pataudi). He for the first
time at the teen age of tweenty one could moti-
vate the Indian team by spreading a national spirit
among his team mates.

The spinners quatret of Bishen Bedi,
Venkataraghavan, Prasanna and Chandrasekhar,
was deadly while young Sunil Gavaskar showed
that he not only had the ‘straightest bat but was
endowed with a big match temperament and tre-
mendous application.

[t was in ‘1970-71’ that Indian spinners
struck, Gavaskar plundered runs as India surprised
West-Indies 1-0 on their home wickets.

Again in ‘1972-73’ against England
Wadekar’s India won the third series in a row
beating England 2-1 in India. But in ‘1974” when
Ajit Wadekar’s team was bowled out for a mea-
gre ‘42’ runs in the English summer Indian Cricket
had-touched its nadir.

But in less than a decade ‘Kapil's Devils’
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rated as under dogs, stunned the whole world when
they won the World Cup in ‘1983°.

It was the real turn for the Indian Cricket
which brought glory and satisfaction to the Indi-
ans.

In that great final India defeated the mighty
West Indies by a large margin which was really
quite remarkable. After the victory of ‘83’ World
Cup, Indian Cricket continued its winning spree
by pocketing the Benson and Hedges Cup and
Rothmans Cup in ‘1985-86’ both against her arch-
rival Pakistan.

In 1987, the World Cup was hosted jointly
by India and Pakistan. It was a great success.

But in that competition India crashed out in
the semi’s and Australia came out as the winners.

However, the defeat in the World Cup
rejuvinated Indian Cricket and a new look Indian
team won the Hero Cup and Asia Cup. Again in
1996’ India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka hosted the
Cup but except Sri Lankan’s the other two host
teams could not put up a real challenge. India,
like the 87° Cup was once again crashed out in
Semi-final against the Lankans.

During these fifty years India had produced
a number of heroes like Kapil Dev, Sunil Manohar
Gavaskar, Sachin Tendulkar and many others. The
little giant, Gavaskar brought glory to Indian
Cricket when he emerged as the first batsman to
complete ten thousand runs in Test Cricket. He
had his own style and mastery over the game.
Although, his record was broken by the equally
illustrious Alan Border from Australia; his
achievements and contributions will always be
remembered by all the cricket lovers around the
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world. Following the foot steps of Gavaskar, Kapil
Dev Nikhanz also achieved a milestone by cap-
turing a record of 432 test wickets surpassing the
record of Sir Richard Hadlee from NewZealand.
Another promising talent that has emerged in the
recent times is Sachin Tendulkar who since his
appearance in World Cricket could impress the
cricket lovers world over. His ‘taking over the
mantle of Indian Cricket after the inglorious sack-
ing of Azharuddin has to some extent blunted
batting prowess. However, it is hoped that
Tendulkar would continue to flourish with his bat
in International Cricket for many years to come.

1997" has a mixed fortune for Indian Cricket.
After a very poor performance in Asia cup and
Independence cup, Indian Cricket received a jolt
when it was drabbed by Sri Lanka 3-0 at Sri Lanka.

However, Tendulkar’s ‘new-look” team could
salvage some of its lost prestige when they
thrashed arch-rival Pakistan ‘4-1’ in the just con-
cluded Sahara Cup in Toronto, Canada. But the
euphoria was short-lived as India was mauled by
Pakistan ‘2-1’ in the Golden Jubilee one-dayer’s
named Zinnah Cup in Pakistan.

The emergence of ‘new-find’ Saurav Ganguly
as an allrounder is a happy augurer for Indian
Cricket.

At present, bowling is the weakest department
in Indian Cricket.

Gone are the days when the Indian spinners
could create havoc in the rival camps. No world
class fast bowler has emerged after Kapil Dev.

The B.C.C.1 would do well to pick up the bud-
ding talents, train them, motivate them, and there
is no reason why Indian Cricket team should not
emerge as top team in the world. |l Il
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A thought of two
divisions

Kumar Madhu Nath
T.D.C. 3rd Year (Arts)

What a paradox

in Nature !!

In the thoughts of Nature

So many Flowers

Are

blooming here.............. !

one looks as the hope of having
one looks as the displaced of life
one looks ......... as the

“King of beauty and sweetness”.
Thus, we, the people are blooming
as the Flowers

Through these boundless thoughts
But ........... nothing in them ......... !
It is the mark of hunting,
Thoughts of “Desert's Mystery.”
o

Life should be here

Where lies the present's thoughts.
'‘present' is the best account

what is to be the

“Implication of thoughts”.
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A Flash
Prafulla Gogoi

B. Sc. - 2nd year

Life.

Your life, not only for living,
Life Your life is -

Also for giving

Come do not surrender,
Think ! we are brothers
Under the same sun.

In the name of God.
Reach out for the needy.
Wake up the sleepy.
Arm-in-arm,

March together

To the land of peace,
To the land of love.
We'll need nothing else,
When there's no envy,
When there's no hatred
When there's no war.
Life, our life is perfect.
When we are brothers,
When there's peace,
When there's love.




Value of Time

Priyanka Das
I.D.C: Ist Year

I was sleeping and dreaming of the past,
When someone whispered at my ears
And said, “wake up”

I was shocked and looked around

There were plenty of things-still undone.
When I realised my mistake,

I was very sad.

But it was too late,

The time that passed by—

Will never come back to my life again.

Human life is meant for struggle,
And we have so little time to tackle,
And have to do much—

In this little life time.

Time will pass by like a dream,
So, we must do everything,

In proper time by any means.

__
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At sight

Aaimoni Sarmah
T.D.C. 2nd Year

Silent feeling grows so charmly

in my heart,

When I meet thee

in any street, at sight.

A sweet melody of lyre . G TR
rippled in my ear .
when your heart 7
tells something in quiet
in any place, at sight.
Stars' light is very bright
Like as your sight;

when I think of you
miseries come very soon
In any where, at sight
Rain falls So smoothly
tears fall of my eyes......
Not one and more to weep
very moment when I die
My heart memorise you
every day and night,
But, how fob thou to me!
Is that your stony heart?
Divine love is bright

as like the sunbeam’s light;
Every one can feel it
all can smell it.....
Whilst love remain on earth
I will memorise your heart
In any where, at sight.
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Poem

"The Sweet Me’mory'

Sri Hemchandra Saharia . _
1.D.C. 3rd yr.

It was a beauty as evergreen trees,

That are grown in the mountains;

Got lots of fun that made boundless joys.
Forget every bit of affliction,

And change into vivid pleasures.

Head is full of good thoughts, -
I swore, to make them a grand success. ""
I was really a priceless gift, L
That can not be sold or bought elsewhere;
But then its value was far higher than—blue sky.
And too deeper than huge endless ocean,

Then time splitted slowly and slowly asusual

And glory of life disappeared suddenly—in air.
Alas! day may pass away; seasons may roll—away
And roses may fade away forever ;

But, “The Sweet Me’mory’ will never die

Till my end of life! End of—Life!!!
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