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“JOHN

KEATS

AND
NATURE”

Sri Amulya Kalita
T.D.C. 2nd Year Arts

“‘Beauty is truth, truth beauty—that is all ye know on earth, and all ye need to know.”
( Ode on a Grecian urn—J. Keats )

John Keats occupies a key-position in the history
of Romantic Movement. Though Keats died quite
young and could write poetry only for four years,
his achievements in the field of poetry is so high
that he is ranked with the great poets of his times.
He was the last Emperor of the Romantics to be
born and the first to die, His early death was the
greatest loss English poetry has ever sustained.

Keats as a poet of Nature :

Keats loved Nature just for its own sake and
for the glory and loveliness which he every where
found in it. No modern poet has ever been nearer
than he was to the simple poetry of the earth. His
poetry is rich in the simple worship of a day. He
gazed like Acteaon Nature’s naked loveliness.

Keats’s sentiment of Nature is simpler than that
of the other romantics, He remains absolutely unin-
fluenced by the pantheism of Wordsworth and Shelley
and loves Nature not because of any spiritual gigni-
ficance in her or any divine meaning in her but
chiefly because of her external charm and beauty.
The instinct of Wordsworth has to interpret all the
operational of Nature by those of his own soul.
For Shelley natural beauty was symbolical in two
senses. In the visible glories of the world his philo-
sophy saw the veil of the unseen ; and all the imagery
of Nature’s more remote phenomena was inseparable
in his soul from visions of rediapt future. But in
keats the sentiment of WNature was simpler, more

direct, and disinterested than in either of these two
poets. He was gifted with a delighted insight into
all the beauties of woods and fields. He loves flo-
wers because of their beauty of colour, fragrant,
smell, and softness. He loves the streams because
of their music, He loves the snow, the moon and
rainbow for their visual loveliness.

There is ample evidence of his love for nature’s
own sake in Keats’s first volume of poems. In I
Stood Tiptoe*, we have several Nature pictures show-
ing Keats’s delight in the beauties of nature. We
have for instance the following lines—

“The clouds were pure and white as flocks new-

shorn,

And fresh from the clear brook ; sweetly they slept
On the blue fields of heaven, and then there slept
A little noiseless noise among the leaves

Born of the very sigh that silence heaven.”

Keats personifies the powers of Nature. He looks
at Nature like the Greeks, with wonder and childlike
delight, . He feels disillusioned with the spirit of
enquiry and doubt, which has smothered simplicity
and wonder and longs for the old good days of

happy poetry :

““O brightest ! though no late for antique vons
Too, too late for the fond believing—Iyre,

When holy were the haunted forest boughs
Holy the air, the water and the fire.”



(2)

For Keats every object of Nature is hauntry by
an attendent deity god or goddess. Thus the tree
is haunted by the Dryad and the sea is haunted by
the Naiads. He never saw any Oak tree without be
holding the Dryad. Ib To a Nightingale’ he writes !

“That thou, light-winged Dryad of the tree.”

The forests are haunted by Fauns and Satyrs.
Whoever wonders may happen to see in the forests
pan playing on the flute. In the ‘Ode-To Autumn’
the poet treats Autumn as a goddess or a mythologi-
cal women in the spirit of Greek worship of the object
of Nature.

‘In Fhancy,’ the poet shows his keen observation
when he gives us an inventory of Natural phenome-
na by mentioning the field mouse peeping from its
Cell, the snake casting away its winterskin, the
freckled eggs being hatched in the hawthorn tree, the
hen—birds wing resting on her mossy, nest, etc.

In the ‘Ode To Psyche’, we again have a couple
of exquisite pictures of Nature, Cupid and Psyche
sre seen lying side by side : \

“In deepest grass, beneath the whispering roof

of leaves and trembled blossoms, where there ran
A brooklet scarce espied.

Mid-hush’d, cool rooted flowers, fragrant eyed.

Blue, silver, white and budded Tyrian

They lay calm—breathing on the bedded grass.”

This is, indeed, one of the best Nature pictures
in Keats’s poetry. We have the deep grass below
and the Jeaves and blossoms up on the bran-
ches of trees, there is a brooklet close by and,
above ali, there are the hushed, cool-rooted, frag-

rant eyed flowers of various colours, It is a most
inviting pictures.

Above all these septenses prove that Keats was
one of the supreme poets of Nature, Kecats neither
gives a moral life to Nature, as Wordsworth did nor
attempts to pass beyond her familiar manifesta-
tions as Shelley did. But in Keats nature poetry,
realism or the quest for pure truth informs of the
Tenpysonian School because all his Nature,

Bibliography i—
(1) John Keats (Edited by Ramji Lall)

(2) The odes of John Keats ( Edited by—Girish Saxena)




Ramanujan : From a Clerk to a Legendary Figure

Mathematics became the soul, the love, the medi-
ation in the life of an Indian youth, and one day,
his youth became the twinkling Northern Star among
1e most brilliant mathematicians in the world, But the
fe story of this man eaded like a Greek tragedy.
. was an unbelievable and amazing life from an
rdinary clerk at Port Trust in Madras who succee-
=d to a reputed mathematician and became a legen-
ary figure in the history of mathematics. Who
ias that Indian youth ? He was Srinibas Ramanujan
yengar.

It was on 22n0d December, 1887 when, Ramanu-
in was born in Erode in Madras, His father
'inibas was a store keeper in a shop and mother
@As Komalatammal. Though, he passed the matri-
ulation in 1903 and got admitted in Kubhakonom
@llege in 1904, he could not get through the F.A,
>ccause, for him only mathematics was important
1.d no other subject,

Their poverty compelled him to join as a clerk

Port Trust in Madras. But ome who was born to
= a mathematician, what could prevent him from
coming a mathematician ¢

In 1911, his contribution was published as “Some
woperties of Bernoulli’s numbers” in the journal of
=: [ndian Mathematical Society.

But his mind was not contended with these. In
113 he wrote a letter to Prof. G. H. Hardy of
= nity College, Cambridge university asking his opi-
—mn on the theorems enclosed with the letter written

him (Ramanujan). He left for England on 17th
—urch, 1913 being invited by Prof. Hardy.

Being born in an orthodox Brahm.in family
__manujan remained a strict vegetarian in England

.

Together with Hardy, Ramanujan
—c research papers of the highest class, and soon,

completed

Miss Mouchumi Goswami
T.D.C. II Year (Arts)

by dint of his extraordinary talent Ramanujan was
elected as the ‘Fellow to Royal Society’ Trinity
College, at the early age of thirty

Once Prof. Hardy was asked, “what is your
greatest contribution to mathematics ?”° Hardy’s ans-
wer was that his ‘discovery of Ramanujan’ was his
greatest contribution to mathematics, He again said,
“He was my discovery, but I did not invent him,
like other great men he invented himself.”

Ramanujan, as a person, was a bit shy, aloof. He
had the virtues like self confidence, concentration,
deep sincerety, etc. Ramanujan found beauty in
numbers only. When he was admitted in Putney
Hospital due to the attack of tuberculosis, he used
his mathematics as a pain killer. There is an inte-
resting story of that time. One day, when Hardy
visited the hospital to see him, he told Ramanujan
that the number, ‘1729’ of the taxi by which he had
come was a dull one, Ramanvujan at once pointed
out that it (1729) was the smallest number express-
ible as the sum of two cubes in two different ways

(i) 1729=10004729—103+93
Again (i) 1729=1728+4-1=12%18.
Such areply of Ramanujan showed his intellectual

power as a genius. He was never restored to his
former health and came back to India on 27th

March, 1919,

Many books were written on Ramanujan, out
of which the book, “The man who knew infinity
— a life of the genius Ramanujan. Written by
Robert Canigal, a Professor of Journalism in John
Hopikins University is the most famous.

But this genius did not live long. Death snat-
ched away Ramanujan from us on 26th April, 1919.
The field of mathematics missed him profoundly.
Can India expect such a mathematician in future?




ALCOFOLISM

I belive that the fundamental basis for an individual
to become an alcoholic is an immature personality.
While it is true that all immature persons do not
become dependent on alcohol to relieve their tensions.
I feel strongly that the psychological make-up of the
alcoholic is his principal problem. While this in
turn may be basically a biochemical abnor-
mality, that is a long way from being established
with objective data.

Just as alcoholism is a disease because the American
Medical Association says it is, so drunkenness is a
crime because the law-makers say it is. Thus we can
create millions of criminals by the stroke of a legislative
pen. It is likely that in a condition such as alcoholism,
which spans the medical, the social, the economic, the
legal and the legislative, that no single type of
formula will provide a solution to the problem.

Alcoholics deny their problem. Denialis the alco-
holic’s main defence. Denial is also accompanied by
an unconscious and irrational fear that to accept the
existence of what is denied is to destroy oneself.
Further, what is denied is grossly apparent to everyone,
Finally, the consequences of denial permeate and
affect one’s entire existence.

Sri Rajeev Kr. Deka
T.D.C., II year (Arts)

It is a fact attested by every one familiar with
the problem that those individuals who are strongly
alcoholism-prone are in a sense marked men for life.
They never are wholly out of danger so far as the
affliction is concerned, and must watch their step con-
tinually aslong as they live.

There are five stages of the behavioural effect of
alcohol in the ascending order, namely jocose, ballicose,
lachrymose, morose and finally comatose. Jocose is
the essence of well being or euphoria when a person
appears gay, jocular .. ... and breaks the barriers of
reserve and difference. Under alcoholic influence a

person thinks that he is more skilful when actually
has become less skilful.

The alcoholic drinks not because he wants to kill
himself j he drinks to preserve himself and to maintain
his integrity.

That prolonged excessive drinking ultimately
destroys rather than prescrves, decomposes rather
than maintains integrity, that its effects are opposite
to those the drinkers seeks through it are among
the paradoxes of alcoholism. '

.. with the help of the following books.)

(i) The personality of the alcoholic—By Haward Blun

(ii) Alcoholism—By Max Haiman
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On the Hill

Md. Ashadulla Haque
T.D.C. II year

One day we climbed a hill,
And went to the tower Teﬂl's

The cool breeze was blowing

Carrying sweet scent of flowers, Mr. Muokul Sarmak

We were going side by side, T.D.C. 3rd year
looking far and long,

And we were charmed very much
By sweet birds songs.

All are covered by tall trees
And green grass-

There was nothing left to climb
But a very small path.

Tears

Tears fell

With no sound
In the midnight,

When we reached the When the wind blew on me
Top of the hill, Fell the leaves of love

We could not express With no sound
What feelings came to the mind Touched my heart.

At last we sat down
under a bamboo tree
And began to exchanmge our minds
In the deep forest freely
A vast river is flowing—
Below the hill side,
The waves are waving brightly
As if a sea’s tide,
Enjoying this scenery
Together from there,

Eyes

Eyes her smiling

Shot to me

With no sound

Like some flies,
I unbosomed and
Thanked her love
(That) she gave me
In my mental skies.

Both our hearts were
Filled with great cheer.

As the beautiful river is full of
Bright and deep water,

So are our hearts are full of loves
To each and other.

Carrying a heavy future promise
To love each other

I came down slowly from the hill
With my loves.

(So) Tears
Tears fell
With no sound
In the midnight,
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